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ABOUT CURRENT CONNECT  

 

It gives us immense pleasure to present an innovative approach to master 
current affairs. Current is a passing wind and diverse issues happen at the 

same time. It is to an extent chaotic. Newspapers, magazines and various 
other sources report the chaos per se. With our experience of current 
affairs we have tried to give òthe currentó a medium to travel. It is the 
syllabus of the UPSC with their components that are the medium  
through  which the "Current is Passedó to the readers. Ever since the new 

syllabus of the UPSC came into existence, current has been 
gaining  significance both at prelims as well as mains examination. This 
book is meant to cover  current affairs and related questions arising from 
those events. We have not only covered  the current events for their 
factual contents but also presented it in such a way that any  question 

asked from that topic gets covered. Moreover, topics are also "peppered" 
with  the relevant fac ts/key concepts that are related to the theme.  We 
have also given questions for practice both, subjective and objective, so 
that  candidates are oriented to the examination mode. It is a collection 
covering myriad source  yet in a manageable size.  To use thi s book we 
recommend you to master the components of general studies 

(GS) syllabus as broken into rows and columns (provided in the beginning 
after preface). Each  cell comprising of the portion of GS becomes the 
connect for the current and every news  subseq uently covered guides the 
reader to the address of the syllabus. It is logical to  expect that same 
issue may be connected to more than one topic of the syllabus.  Further, 

the news also has some additional vistas opened for the readers by adding 
a box  with a title òPEPPER IT WITH ó where we expect the students to 
build further around the  theme.  

We are also trying to reach the remotest part of the country with our 
spirit and zeal of òMains Answer Writingó, which has been admired by 
students, CSE rankholders and other scholars. Continuing in line with the 
effort, we have started with programs like 7 Question (7Q) Challenge, 

Shell Points, Stock Points, Content Enrichment Booklet etc.  

When it comes to evaluation, we are altogether at a different leve l. We are 

also reaching every nook and corner with this expertise for the aspirants 
of CSE. Now you can write a Mains Answer and get it evaluated from our 
Expert Team and can get Feedback.   Drop a mail 
at  evaluation@ksgindia.com  for registering yourself in our race to 
perfection.  Donõt wait, itõs your golden chance to crack this exam and 

fulfill your passionate dream.   

Team KSG  

  

mailto:evaluation@ksgindia.com
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POLITY  

Issues with Electoral Bond and Political Parties  

News Excerpt  

Recently, after hearing a plea by the Association of Democratic Reforms, the 
Supreme Court refused to put a hold on the selling of Electoral Bonds. 
Following this, the Finance Ministry rolled out its quarterly sales of these 
bonds amidst elections in five state assemblies.   

Pre -Connect  

ǒ An electoral bond is like 
a promissory note that 
can be bought by any 
Indian citizen or 
company incorporated 
in India from select 
branches of State Bank 
of India. The citizen or 
corporate can then 
donate the same to any 
eligible political party of 
his/her choice.  

ǒ The bonds are similar to 
bank notes that are 
payable to the bearer on 
demand and are free of 
interest. An individual 
or party will be allowed 
to purchase these bonds 
digitally or through 
cheque.  

ǒ The electoral bonds 
were introduced with 
the Finance Bill (2017).  

ǒ To push through 
electoral bonds in India, 
the government 
amended five major 
acts: the Reserve Bank 
of India Act (1934), 
Companies Act (2013), 
Income Tax Act (1961), 
Representation of  
Peopleõs Act (1951), and 
Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act (FRCA) 
through the Finance Act 
of 2017 in the budget.  

How to use electoral bonds?  

The bonds will be issued in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 100,000 and Rs 1 crore (the 
range of a bond is between Rs 1,000 to Rs 1 crore). These will be available at some branches of 
SBI. A donor with a KYC -compliant account can purchase the bonds and can then donate 
them to the party or individual of their choice. Now, the receiver can encash the bonds throug h 
the party's verified account. The electoral bond will be valid only for fifteen days.  

When are the bonds available for purchase?  

The electoral bonds are available for purchase for 10 days in the beginning of every quarter. 
The first 10 days of January, April, July and October has been specified by the government for 
purchase of electoral bonds. An additional period of 30 days shall be specified by the 
government in the year of Lok Sabha elections.  

 

Are electoral bonds taxable?  

In February 2017, the then finance minister said that the 

donations would be tax deductible. Hence, a donor will get a 

deduction and the recipient, or the political party, will get tax 

exemption, provided returns are filed by the political party.  

Why were electoral bonds introduced in India?  

According to the government, electoral bonds were being 

introduced to ensure that all the donations made to a party 

would be accounted for in the ba lance sheets without 

exposing the donor details to the public.  

The government said that electoral bonds would keep a tab 

on the use of black money for funding elections. In the 

absence of electoral bonds, donors would have no option but 

to donate by cash a fter siphoning off money from their 

businesses, the government said.  

Restrictions that were done away with after the introducti on 

of the electoral bond scheme  

ǒ Earlier, no foreign company could donate to any political 

party under the Companies Act  

ǒ A firm could donate a maximum of 7.5 per cent of its 

average three -year net profit as political donations 

according to Section 182 of the Companies Act  

ǒ As per the same section of the Act, companies had to 

disclose details of their political donations in thei r annual 

statement of accounts.  

The government moved an amendment in the Finance Bill to 

ensure that this proviso would not be applicable to 

companies in case of electoral bonds.Thus, Indian, foreign 

and even shell companies can now donate to political par ties 

without having to inform anyone of the contribution.  
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Electoral bonds: Conditions  

ü Any party that is registered under section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples Act, 
1951 (43 of 1951) and has secured at 
least one per cent of the votes polled 
in the most recent General elections 
or Assembly elections is eligible to 
receive electoral bonds. The party will 
be allotted a verified account by the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) 
and the electoral bond transactions 
can be made only through this 
account.  

ü The electoral bonds will not bear the 
name of the donor. Thus, the political 
party might not be aware o f the 
donor's identity.  

Why is there a controversy over 
electoral bond?  

1.  Experts are of the view that if the 
electoral bonds scheme had been 
introduced to bring about greater 
transparency, the government must 
not restrain from allowing details of such dona tions to be made public.  

2.  Experts and several politicians say that since neither the purchaser of the bond nor the 
political party receiving the donation is required to disclose the donorõs identity, the 
shareholders of a corporation will remain unaware of  the companyõs contribution. Voters, 
too, will have no idea of how, and through whom, a political party has been funded.  

3.  Opponents of the electoral bond scheme argue that since the identity of the donor has been 
kept anonymous, it could lead to an influx o f black money. Some others allege that the 
scheme was designed to help big corporate houses donate money without their identity 
being revealed.  

4.  According to civil rights societies, the concept of donor "anonymity" threatens the very spirit 
of democracy. T he opposition parties said that the donations made through electoral bonds 
were equivalent to money laundering.  

What does the Supreme Court have to say on electoral bonds?  

In April, 2019 the Supreme Court asked all the political parties to submit details of donations 
received through electoral bonds to the ECI. It also asked the Finance Ministry to reduce 
window of purchasing electoral bonds from 10 days to five days. The apex court is yet to fix a 
date for hearing other pleas against the electoral  bonds.  

Election Commission of India's view on electoral bonds  

 The Election Commission told the Supreme Court of India that while it was not against the 
Electoral Bonds Scheme, it did not approve of anonymous donations made to political 
parties.  

 For a long  time, the Election Commission has been requesting a law which would allow an 
auditor, recommended either by the Comptroller and Auditor General or the Election 
Commission, to scrutinise the funding of political parties.  

 The former Election Commissioner of  India T.S. Krishnamurthy had suggested forming a 
National Election Fund, to which all the party funding could be diverted. This would 
alleviate the donors' fictitious paranoia of democratic retaliation. The income tax 
deductions would be icing on the cake  for donors. This 
fund could then be divided among political parties as per 
the rules and regulations stipulated by the fund.  

 In a letter to the Ministry of Law and Justice, the ECI 
cautioned that electoral bonds and the subsequent 
regulatory changes would  facilitate significant amounts of 
illicit contributions, and result in a proliferation of offshore firms funnelling black money 
into the system.  

Reserve Bank of India on Electoral Bonds Scheme  

PEPPER IT WITH  
Judicial Review, Judicial 
Activism, Public Interest 
Litigation, Political Parties  
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According to a report, RBI was critical of the scheme. The ce ntral bank had warned the 
government that the bonds would "undermine the faith in Indian banknotes and encourage 
money laundering."  

Conclusion  

Though intent of the scheme was good, its provisions and implementations need to be reviewed 
seriously in order to address the root cause of the problem i.e. to curb the use of black money 
and corruption during the elections.  

  

Uniform Civil Code & Judicial Activ ism  

News Excerpt  

Chief Justice of India S A Bobde recently lauded Goaõs Uniform Civil Code, and 
encouraged òintellectualsó indulging in òacademic talkó to visit the state to 
learn more about it.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ Article 44 of the 
Constitution lays 
down that the state 
shall endeavour to 
secure a Uniform Civil 
Code for the citizens 
throughout the 
territory o f India.  

ǒ Goa has what 
Constitutional framers 
envisaged for India ñ 
a Uniform Civil Code. 
It applies in marriage 
and succession, 
governing all Goans 
irrespective of 
religious affiliation.  

What is a Uniform 
Civil Code?  

ü A Uniform Civil Code 
is one that would 
provide for one law for 
the entire country, 
applicable to all 
religious communities 
in their personal 
matters such as 
marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption etc. Article 44 of the Constitution lays down that 
the state shall endeavour to secure a Un iform Civil Code for the citizens throughout the 
territory of India.  

ü Article 44 is one of the Directive Principles of State Policy. These, as defined in Article 37, 
are not justiciable (not enforceable by any court) but the principles laid down therein are  
fundamental in governance.  

ü Fundamental Rights are enforceable in a court of law. While Article 44 uses the words 
òstate shall endeavouró, other Articles in the ôDirective Principlesõ chapter use words such 
as òin particular striveó; òshall in particular direct its policyó; òshall be obligation of the 
stateó etc. 

ü Article 43 mentions òstate shall endeavour by suitable legislationó, while the phrase òby 
suitable legislationó is absent in Article 44. All this implies that the duty of the state is 
greater in ot her directive principles than in Article 44.  

 

Historical Background  

What was the view of Muslim members in the Constituent Assembly?  

Is there one common personal law for any religious 

community governing all its members?  

ǒ All Hindus of the country are not governed by one law, nor 

are all Muslims or all Christians. Not only British legal 

traditions, even those of the Portuguese and the French 

remain operative in some parts.  

ǒ In Jammu and Kashmir until August 5, 2019, local Hindu 

law statutes differed from central enactments. The Shariat 

Act of 1937 was extended to J&K a few years ago but has 

now been repealed. Muslims of Kashmir were thus 

governed by a customary law, which in man y ways was at 

variance with Muslim Personal Law in the rest of the 

country and was, in fact, closer to Hindu law.  

ǒ Even on registration of marriage among Muslims, laws 

differ from place to place. It was compulsory in J&K (1981 

Act), and is optional in West  Bengal, Bihar (both under 

1876 Act), Assam (1935 Act) and Odisha (1949 Act).  

ǒ In the Northeast, there are more than 200 tribes with their 

own varied customary laws. The Constitution itself 

protects local customs in Nagaland. Similar protections 

are enjoye d by Meghalaya and Mizoram. Even reformed 

Hindu law, in spite of codification, protects customary 

practices.  
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V Some members sought to immunise Muslim Personal Law from state regulation. Mohammed 
Ismail, who thrice tried unsuccessfully  to get Muslim Personal Law exempted from Article 
44, said a secular state should not interfere with the personal law of people.  

V B Pocker Saheb said he had received representations against a common civil code from 
various organisations, including Hindu org anisations. Hussain Imam questioned whether 
there could ever be uniformity of personal laws in a diverse country like India.  

V Dr B R Ambedkar said òno government can use its provisions in a way that would force the 
Muslims to revoltó.  

V Alladi Krishnaswami, who was in favour of a Uniform Civil Code, conceded that it would be 
unwise to enact Uniform Civil Code ignoring strong oppos ition from any community. Gender 
justice was not mentioned in these debates.  

How did the debate on a common code for Hindus play out?  

Á In 1948, Rajendra Prasad, president of the Constituent Assembly, warned Jawaharlal 
Nehru that to i ntroduce òbasic changesó in personal law was to impose òprogressive ideasó 
of a òmicroscopic minorityó on the Hindu community as a whole. Others opposed to reforms 
in Hindu law included Sardar Patel, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, M A Ayyangar, M M Malaviya 
and Kai lash Nath Katju.  

Á When the debate on the 
Hindu Code Bill took 
place in December 1949, 
23 of 28 speakers 
opposed it. On 
September 15, 1951, 
President Prasad 
threatened to use his 
powers of returning the 
Bill to Parliament or 
vetoing it. Ambedkar 
eventually h ad to resign. 
Nehru agreed to 
trifurcation of the Code 
into separate Acts and 
diluted several 
provisions.  

How does the idea of a 
Uniform Civil Code 
relate to the 
fundamental right to 
religion?  

 Article 25 lays down an 
individualõs fundamental 
right to religion; Article 
26(b) upholds the right 
of each religious 
denomination or any 
section thereof to 
òmanage its own affairs 
in matters of religionó; 
Article 29 defines the 
right to conserve 
distincti ve culture. An 
individualõs freedom of religion under Article 25 is subject to òpublic order, health, 
moralityó and other provisions relating to fundamental 
rights, but a groupõs freedom under Article 26 has not 
been subjected to other fundamental rights.  

 In the Constituent Assembly, there was division on the 
issue of putting Uniform Civil Code in the fundamental 
rights chapter. The matter was settled by a vote. By a 
5:4 majority, the fundamental rights sub -committee 
headed by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel held  that the provision was outside the scope of 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Judicial Overreach, Salient 

features of the Fundamental 

Rights, Directive Principles of 

State Policy  

Does India not already have a uniform code in civil 
matters?  

ǒ Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil 
matters ñ Indian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, 
Sale of Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership 
Act, Evidence Act, etc.  

ǒ States, however, have made hundreds of amendments 
and, therefore, in c ertain matters, there is diversity even 
under these secular civil laws. Recently, several states 
refused to be governed by the uniform Motor Vehicles 
Act, 2019.  

ǒ If the framers of the Constitution had intended to have 
a Uniform Civil Code, they would have g iven exclusive 
jurisdiction to Parliament in respect of personal laws, 
by including this subject in the Union List.  

ǒ But òpersonal lawsó are mentioned in the Concurrent 
List. Last year, the Law Commission concluded that a 
Uniform Civil Code is neither feas ible nor desirable.  

What are more important ñ Fundamental Rights 
or Directive Principles?  

ǒ There is no doubt that Fundamental Rights are more 
important. The Supreme Court held in Minerva Mills 
(1980): òIndian Constitution is founded on the bed-rock 
of the b alance between Parts III (Fundamental Rights) 
and IV (Directive Principles). To give absolute primacy to 
one over the other is to disturb the harmony of the 
Constitutionó.  

ǒ Article 31C inserted by the 42nd Amendment in 1976, 
however, lays down that if a la w is made to implement 
any Directive Principle, it cannot be challenged on the 
ground of being violative of the Fundamental Rights 
under Articles 14 and 19.  
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Fundamental Rights and therefore the Uniform Civil Code was made less important than 
freedom of religion.  

Conclusion  

There is no uniform applicability of personal laws among Muslims and Christians either. The 
Constitution protects the local customs of Nagaland, Meghalaya and Mizoram. Even land laws 
in a number of states are discrimin atory, and daughters do not inherit landed properties in the 
presence of sons. With a 2006 amendment in UP, only an unmarried daughter gets a share in 
agricultural property. The distinction between married and unmarried daughters is arbitrary. 
These laws h ave been exempted from judicial scrutiny by including them in the Ninth 
Schedule.  

Let the secular laws first be made gender -just before the country undertakes reforms in 
religious laws. Piecemeal reform rather than enactment of the UCC in one go is the onl y way 
forward. In fact, a just code is preferable to a uniform code.  

 

SUPACE: AI System to assist Judges  

News Excerpt  

The Supreme Court has recently launched an artificial intelligence -enabled 
portal that would help its judges in legal research. The Supreme Court Portal 
for Assistance in Courts Efficiency (SUPACE) was inaugurated by CJI.   

Pre -Connect  

ǒ The introduction of an artificial intelligence (AI) based portal in the judicial system aimed at 
assisting judges with legal research "more efficiently, methodically and systematically" than 
a human mind.  

ǒ It was the first of its kind in the world as it would collect all the i nformation, much faster 
than a human being, which a judge would require to decide a case, but it itself will not 
come out with a decision.  

ǒ The SUPACE will not be allowed to spill over to decision making.  

ǒ SUPACE is unique for another reason --  the interacti on between a machine and human 
being leading to production of remarkable results which are customised to the needs of a 
case and how a judge thinks.  

ǒ SUPACE is a perfect blend of human intelligence and machine learning. A hybrid one.  

Background  

ü In the past decade, there has been considerable discussion around the design, development 
and deployment of artificial intelligence (AI). For instance, in India, the NITI Aayog recently 
published an approach paper on the need to harness AI in a responsible  and ethical 
manner.  

ü The Indian judiciary, which has already created basic information and communication 
technology infrastructure under the eCourts Project, is now looking to leverage AIõs 
potential as well.  

ü In the last two years, the Supreme Courtõs AI committee has already launched and piloted a 
neural translation tool (SUVAAS), a court administration tool (SUPACE).  

ü In view of this, it becomes abundantly clear that the talk of integrating AI into the justice 
system is not a futuristic endeavour, decad es from now. In fact, it is already being designed 
and deployed in certain areas, with the intention of improving institutional efficiency.  

ü Researchers are examining the potential role AI can play in the Indian justice system, while 
giving a lay of the lan d in other jurisdictions. It flags some immediate and long -term 
challenges that this transformative technology is likely to cause and prescribes a roadmap 
for the way forward.  

Justice can be expedited through AI tools  

V Artificial intelligence tools can ai d lawyers and judges with òlegal research, analysis of 
factual proposition, determination of appropriate legal provisions and other similar 
mechanical skillsó, which in turn can expedite justice delivery. 

V The research noted that algorithms can be conceptualised, designed and deployed for 
òintelligence analytics and research workó. 

V These tools can also provide comprehensive legal briefs on cases, encapsulate pertinent 
legal research and identify crucial points of law and facts.  
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V This can effectively supplement human judgment in adjudication. Furthermore, intelligent 
tools, like legal bots, can be designed to help potential litigants with better informed 
decision making concerning their legal rights, and easily and cost -effectively access basic 
legal s ervices.  

V Developing tools that can help judges arrive at decisions in cases such as the motor vehicle 
compensation claims, where the tribunalõs role is limited and rarely involves legal 
interpretation.  

V A possible tool could aid the judge in cataloguing th e requisite documents for such a claim, 
and glean the relevant information that will allow the judge to determine if compensation is 
due, the party that is liable to pay, and the value of compensation.  

V To harness the òtransformative potential of emerging technologies like AIó, it stressed on 
the need to have open access to machine -readable, non -sensitive data.  

AI to improve administrative efficiency  

Á Besides doing their judicial tasks, judges in all courts, including the Supreme Court, are 
required to under take administrative work as well.  

Á In this context, the research talks about developing òtask-specific narrow AI toolsó, which 
can help judges in spending less time on administrative responsibilities.  

Á Such AI tools like SUPACE would also ease the ògeneral rigour of the registryó, from 
scheduling a hearing and creating cause -lists to more complex tasks like discovery and 
review of evidentiary documents.  

Á The pandemic has led to a surge in discussion around increasing digitisation through the 
eCourts Project, creation of virtual courts, and the potential of online dispute resolution. 
Within this conversation, AI has also become an increasing talking point.  

Á Other small tasks like smart e -filing, intelligent filtering or prioritisation of cases and 
notif ications or tracking of cases can also benefit from this integration.  

Challenges to AI  

 According to the several research papers, AI can 
perpetuate biases either unintentionally or 
intentionally and can be vulnerable to attack or 
hacking.  

 Since these systems are often trained on large 
datasets, they tend to replicate the same biases 
that were present in the original datasets. 
Similarly, personal biases of developers of 
algorithms may further add to this problem.  

 According to research, peop le tend to use computer systems to reduce the effort of the 
decision -making process rather than to increase the quality of their own decisions.  

 Given the high pressure of caseloads and insufficient resources, there is a danger that 
supporting systems based on AI can be used by judges without applying their own minds.  

 It is therefore possible that the use of decision support systems in the judiciary might not 
improve adjudication, but rather make it worse.  

Conclusion  

AI can be deploye d in India in a phase -wise manner through generational innovation. The first 
generation of AI can be oriented towards increasing administrative efficiency and legal 
database, the learnings of which can feed into the second generation of tools which can tar get 
decision making processes. Introducing feedback loops and impact evaluation frameworks can 
help technology evolve and inform the broader discourse on governance on AI.  

Abolition of Film Certification Tribunal  

News Excerpt  

Abolition of the Film Certification Appellate Tribunal (FCAT) by the 
Government of India under the Tribunal Reforms Ordinance, 2021came as a 
bolt out of the blue for stakeholders in Indian cinema.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ The Film Certification Appellate Tribunal was a statutory body established in 1983 under 
the Cinematograph Act, 1952 by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting.  

ǒ FCAT heard appeals filed under Section 5C of the Cinematograph Act by those aggrieved by 
the decision of the CBFC.  

PEPPER IT WITH  
Right to Constitutional Remedies, 
Art. 124, 124A, 124B, 124C, 129, 
214, 215, 226, Seat and Procedure , 
Independence of Supreme Court , 
Jurisdiction and Powers of Supreme 
Court , Supreme Court Advocates  
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ǒ Indian film certificati on comprises three bodies: the Examining Committee, the Revising 
Committee, and the Film Certification Appellate Tribunal (FCAT).  

ǒ If a director is dissatisfied with the Examining Committee, then he/she approaches the 
Revising Committee.  

ǒ If the film produc er disagrees with the Revising Committee, then her final recourse is the 
FCAT ð followed by the courts.  

ǒ Based in New Delhi, the FCAT was the place disgruntled filmmakers walked into as a 
penultimate resort to challenge edits suggested to their films by th e Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC).  

The Role played by FCAT  

In India, all films must have a CBFC certificate if they are to be released theatrically, telecast 
on television, or displayed publicly in any way. The CBFC ñ which consists of a Chairperson 
and 23 members, all appointed by the Government of India ñ certifies films under four 
categories:  

1.  U: Unrestricted public exhibition (Suitable for all age groups)  

2.  U/A: Parental guidance for children under age 12  

3.  A: Restricted to adults(Suitable for 18 years and above)  

4.  S: Restricted to a specialised group of people, such as engineers, doctors or scientists.  

The CBFC can also deny certification a film. On several occasions when a filmmaker or 
producer has not been satisfied with the  CBFCõs certification, or with a denial, they have 
appealed to the FCAT. And in many cases, the FCAT has overturned the CBFC decision.  

Challenges for the film fraternity  

ü The abolition of FCAT would only add to the powers of CBFC with the filmmakers left t o 
contend with its vagaries.  

ü It would mean either falling in line with the unreasonable aesthetic constraints imposed on 
them and altering and deleting scenes as per the demands of the censor board instead of 
spending months and years to settle things leg ally.  

ü FCAT only charged a nominal fee to hold the screening for its members, and it would pass 
its judgement immediately.  

ü Now if one has to go to the High Court, he needs to spend lakhs of rupees to get a good 
lawyer and several hearings have to happen to present arguments, before a judgement 
comes through. And, he never knows when his film will release in this scenario.  

ü But the FCAT abolition has removed a crucial link in the process, compelling the 
filmmakers to approach the judiciary, an expens ive and time -consuming procedure.  

ü The filmmakers considered the FCAT a reliable bulwark against the CBFCõs (often) 
draconian orders. The FCAT has been historically more progressive than the CBFC.  

ü The filmmakers liked FCAT for a different reason: It dispen ded quick judgments, allowing 
the producers to release their films on time, saving them from financial loss.  

ü FCAT was a sweet spot between the censor board and the courts, as the FCAT members at 
times also included people from the film fraternity, who kne w how to judge a movie in the 
right context.  

ü The FCAT abolition will also overburden the courts, exacerbating their post -COVID -19 
lockdown backlog.  

Arguments in favour of the scrapping of FCAT  

V FCAT is the only one of many tribunals in the country that were either abolished or 
amalgamated under the Ordinance.  

V Legal experts observe that tribunals hadnõt been functioning well since their administration 
was dependent on a nodal agency ñ a Ministry 
under the Government.  

V Most tribunals donõt fill up vacancies, not only of 
the judicial and technical members, but also the 
staff.  

V Tribunals also have a problem of finding good 
people to take up posts as tribunal me mbers as most lawyers want to become High Court 
judges.  

Conclusion  

PEPPER IT WITH  
Fundamental Rig ht to 
Freedom, Salient features of 
the Cinematograph Act, 1952  
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Every ruling party, irrespective of its ideology, has tried controlling the filmmaking narrative in 
this country. Scrapping of the FCAT seems like a disjointed decision, because it contrad icts the 
recommendations of the 2013 Justice Mudgal report and the 2016 Shyam Benegal report. If 
the Mudgal committee wanted to expand the ambit of the FCAT, then the Benegal team wanted 
the Tribunal to be òempowered to cover all grievances under the lines of Broadcasting Content 
Complaints Counciló. 

 

Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland  

News Excerpt  

Nagaland government has decided to form a joint consultative committee 
(JCC) involving all traditional tribal bodies and, civil society organisations for 
taking an exercise to register the Stateõs indigenous inhabitants.  

Highlights  

ǒ The NRC -like ex ercise seeks to filter out the non -original residents of the State.  

ǒ The Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) will be the master list of all 
indigenous inhabitants of the state.  

ǒ On December 1, 1963, the day Nagaland attained Statehood was the cut -off date for 
determining the òpermanent residentsó of the State.  

ǒ Apart from non -Nagas, the òoutsidersó implied Nagas living in areas beyond the boundaries 
of Nagaland could be left out of the RIIN.  

Pre -Connect  

ü Nagaland had earlier constituted a committee on ILP (Inner Line Permit) and the committee 
recommended that the ôRIINõ be created. The state government had earlier also formed a 
commission to frame modalities for implementing the RIIN.  

ü Earlier this year, t he JCPI (Joint Committee for Prevention of Illegal Immigrants) had urged 
the Chief Minister to pass a legislation to make RIIN an Act and fix December 1, 1963 as 
the cut -off date. The proposal was supported by various organisations.  

Shyam Benegal Committee Recomme ndations  

1.  CBFC should only be a film certification body whose scope should be restricted to 
categorising the suitability of the film to audience groups on the basis of age and 
maturity.  

2.  Artistic expression and creative freedom should not curbed, audiences s hould feel 
empowered to make informed viewing choices, and the certification process should 
be responsive to rapid social change.   

3.  The censor board, including the chairperson, should only play the role of a guiding 
body and not be involved in the day -to-day affairs of certification of films.   

4.  To tackle the problem of filmmakers being forced to contend with the random cuts 
being made to their films before they are shown on television, done to make the films 
more òsuitableó for family viewing,the panel has called for a recertification of films for 
television. It has also recommended that every filmmaker who applies for 
certification deposit the original directorõs cut and not the certified version at the 
National Film Archives of India in Pune. This would ensu re that the filmmakerõs 
vision remain intact in the vaults of history, even if the film is not seen in its entirety 
by the public.  

Mudgal Committee Recommendations  
1.  It had covered in detail a gamut of critical issues, not just certification categories but 

also the process of selection of board members, jurisdiction of the appellate tribunal, 
the administrative set -up, and so on.  

2.  The Committee opined that the provisions   in the Act   dealing with guidelines for 
certification must include provisions that protec t artistic and creative expression   on 
the one hand while requiring the medium of cinema to   remain   socially responsible   
and sensitive to the values   and   standards of   society on the other.   

3.  The jurisdiction of the FCAT should be expanded to permit appeals by any person 
aggrieved by any order/certification passed by the Board. FCAT should be given the 
power to grant interim orders in addition to the present power. The infrastructure of 
the FCA T should be commensurately augmented in consultation with the 
Chairperson of the FCAT, including increasing the number of Members and/or 
benches.  

4.  It said that no State could ban a film without taking the Centre into confidence.  
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ü In July 2019, the Nagaland government launched the RIIN, seen as a variant of Assamõs 
National Register of Cit izens that excluded 19.06 lakh people out of about 3.3 crore 
applicants.  

ü Four years after Assam 
started revising the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), 
the Nagaland government 
has initiated a move to 
implement its own version of 
citizenship register, al beit 
only for indigenous 
communities of the state.  

ü The exercise was put on hold 
after some civil society and 
extremist groups opposed its 
stated objective of preventing 
outsiders from obtaining 
fake indigenous certificates 
for seeking jobs and benefits 
of government schemes.  

Highlights  

V The decision was taken at a 
meeting the government had 
organised with leaders of the 
community -based and social 
organisations as well as 
political parties in State 
capital Kohima on the issue 
of preparing the RIIN.  

V The JCC will be headed by 
Home Commissioner and 
include members from the 
Central Nagaland Tribesõ 
Council, Eastern Nagaland 
Peopleõs Organisation and the Tenyemie Peopleõs Organisation. The Government have kept 
open the option of co -opting members from organisatio ns such as Nagaland Garo Tribal 
Council and Kuki Inpi Nagaland.  

V The participants of the meeting agreed to take the RIIN forward but insisted on the 
government releasing an almost -two -year -old report before the exercise is undertaken.  

V A commission on the R IIN, headed by retired Chief Secretary Banuo Z. Jamir, was formed 
on July 27, 2019, to examine all aspects of the proposed exercise.  

V The meeting also decided to constitute sub -committees at the district level with the Deputy 
Commissioners as the convenors.  

What will the unique identity look like?  

Á Based on the adjudication and verification, a list of indigenous inhabitants will be finalised 
and each person will be given a unique ID.  

Á The final list or the RIIN will be created and its copies will be placed in all villages and 
ward. Electronic copies of the list will also be stored in the State Data Centre.  

Á A mechanism or electronic and SMS -based authentication will be put in place. All  
indigenous inhabitants of the state would be issued a barcoded and numbered Indigenous 
Inhabitant Certificate.  

Á The process will be conducted across Nagaland and will be done as part of the online 
system of Inner Line Permit (ILP), which is already in force in Nagaland.  

What is an Inner Line Permit (ILP)?  

 Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document required by Indian citizens residing 
outside certain òprotectedó states while entering them.  

 The ILP is issued by the Government of India and is obligatory for all those who reside 
outside the protect ed states. With the ILP, the government aims to regulate movement to 
certain areas located near the international border of India.  

What is the Governme nt of Nagalandõs 
initiative?  

ǒ According to a notification issued by Nagaland Chief 

Secretary last year, the Government of Nagaland has 

decided to set up a Register of Indigenous 

Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) with the aim of 

preventing fake indigenous inhab itantsõ certificates. 

ǒ RIIN will aim to strengthen the entire process for 

issuance of indigenous inhabitant certificates to 

protect the rights and privileges of the indigenous 

inhabitants of the state.  

ǒ The identification of indigenous people among the 

Nagas of Nagaland is not a problem due to the 

involvement of the village councils, but identification 

of indigenous Nagas in other states is a problem . 

How will the RIIN be updated?  

Once the RIIN is finalised, no fresh indigenous 

inhabitant certificates wi ll be issued except to new -born 

babies born to the indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland.  

What about those excluded from the list?  

The notification issued by Nagaland Chief Secretary last 

year states òé in case anyone who is left out of the RIIN, 

he/she will need to file an application before Home 

Commissioner who will get the matter verified and take 

necessary action for updating the RIIN if needed.ó 
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 ILPõs origin dates back to the Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regulations, 1873, 
which protected the British Crownõs 
interest in tea , oil and elephant 
trade. It prohibited òBritish 
subjectsó or Indians from entering 
into these protected areas.  

 After Independence, in 1950, the 
word òBritish subjectsó was replaced 
by Citizens of India and the focus of 
the ban on free movement was 
explai ned as a bid to protect tribal 
cultures in north eastern India.  

How will be the process be 
monitored?  

> The entire exercise will be 
monitored by the Commissioner of 
Nagaland. In addition, the state 
government will designate nodal 
officers of the rank of a Se cretary to 
the state government.  

> Their role will be to monitor the implementation. However, they will have no say in the 
adjudication process. The nodal officers will submit monthly reports of their visits and their 
assessments to a permanent committee se t 
up under the Home Department to monitor 
the whole exercise. Nagaland Chief Secretary 
too will monitor the entire process first -hand.  

> Many of the families fear separation from 
their near and dear ones, especially those 
who could not make it to the final list.  

> The government needs to promise that excluded persons would continue to enjoy a ll the 
rights of a citizen. If one has exhausted all other options, the government has also required 
to promised to provide the legal option to appeal for a redressal.  

GNCT Act  

News Excerpt  

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued a gazette notification stating that 
the provisions of the Government of National Capital Territory (GNCT) of Delhi 
(Amendment) Act, 2021, deemed to have come into effect from April 27.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ The 69th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1991 provided a special status to the Union 
Territory of Delhi, and redesignated it the National Capital Territory of Delhi and designated 
the administrator of Delhi as the lieutenant (lt.) governor.  

ǒ It created a l egislative assembly and a council of ministers for Delhi. Previously, Delhi had 
a metropolitan council and an executive council.  

ǒ The strength of the assembly is fixed at 70 members, directly elected by the people. The 
elections are conducted by the election commission of India. The assembly can make laws 
on all the matters of the State List and the Concurrent List except the three matters of the 
State List, that is, public order, police and land. But, the laws of Parliament prevail over 
those made by  the Assembly.  

ǒ The strength of the council of ministers is fixed at ten per cent of the total strength of the 
assembly, that is, seven ðone chief minister and six other ministers. The chief minister is 
appointed by the President (not by the lt. governor). T he other ministers are appointed by 
the president on the advice of the chief minister. The ministers hold office during the 
pleasure of the president. The council of ministers is collectively responsible to the 
assembly.  

ǒ The council of ministers headed by the chief minister aid and advise the lt. governor in the 
exercise of his functions except in so far as he is required to act in his discretion. In the 

PEPPER IT WITH  

National Register of Indian Citizen s, 

Salient features of the Citizenship 

Act, 1955 a nd the Foreigners Act, 

1946 , Tribal Autonomous Councils  

 

The Naga  Tribes  

ǒ Of Nagaland's two million population, over 
86 per cent are tribals from 16 major tribes 
and several sub -tribes.  

ǒ All the tribe s have their own festivals which 
they hold sacrosanct and require 
compulsory participation.  

ǒ Nagas and other tribes celebrate their 
distinct seasonal festivals with a pageantry 
of colour and a feast of music.  

ǒ Each tribe in Nagaland has its own dialect. 
There are about 60 different spoken dialects 
which belong to the Tibeto -Burman family 
of languages and dialects. These dialects 
have no script of their own.  

ǒ Tribes speak to each other in Nagamese, an 
amalgamation of various other dialects.  
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case of difference of opinion between the lt. governor and his ministers, the lt. governor is 
to refer t he matter to the president for decision and act accordingly.  

Salient Features of the Government of National Capital Territory (GNCT) of Delhi 
(Amendment) Act, 2021  

ü Restriction on laws passed by the Assembly:  The Bill provides that the term 
ògovernmentó referred to in any law made by the Legislative Assembly will imply Lieutenant 
Governor (LG).  

ü Rules of Procedure of the Assembly:  The Act allows the Legislative Assembly to make 
Rules to regulate the procedure and conduct of business in the Assembly.  The Bil l provides 
that such Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business 
in the Lok Sabha.  

ü Inquiry by the Assembly into 

Administrative decisions:  The Bill 
prohibits the Legislative Assembly 
from making any rule to enable itself 
or its Committees to: (i) consider the 
matters of day -to-day administration 
of the NCT of Delhi and (ii) conduct 
any inquiry in relation to 
administrative decisions.   Further, 
the Bil l provides that all such rules 
made before its enactment will be 
void.  

ü Assent to Bills:  The Act requires 
the LG to reserve certain Bills 
passed by the Legislative Assembly 
for the consideration of the 
President.  These Bills are those: (i) 
which may diminish the powers of 
the High Court of Delhi, (ii) which 
the President may direct to be 
reserved, (iii) dealing with the 
salaries and allowances of the 
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and 
members of the Assembly and the 
Ministers, or (iv) relating to official 
languages of the Assembly or the NCT of Delhi.  The Bill requires the LG to al so reserve 
those Bills for the President which incidentally cover any of the matters outside the purview 
of the powers of the Legislative Assembly.  

ü LGõs opinion for executive actions: The Act 
specifies that all executive action by the 
government, whether t aken on the advice of the 
Ministers or otherwise, must be taken in the name 
of the LG.  The Bill adds that on certain matters, 
as specified by the LG, his opinion must be 
obtained before taking any executive action on the decisions of the Minister/ Council  of 
Ministers.  

The consequences of the new Amendments can be summarised as follows:  

V The committees of the Delhi assembly including the Public Accounts Committee, the Public 
Undertaking Committee etc. will cease to exist as the rules under which they are set up will 
become void because these committees scrutinise, inquire into or investigate the decisions 
of the government.  

V The LG, who wil l be the government, is under no obligation to implement any law passed by 
the assembly or carry out the directions of the house as he is not responsible to the 
assembly.  

V The elected government of Delhi will wait endlessly for the LGõs opinion without being able 
to execute their decision. So, the decisions of the cabinet or of the ministers will mostly 
remain on paper only. Thus, the government will become non -functional.  

 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Creation of Union Territories, 

Administration of Union Territories, 

Advisory  Committees of UTs  
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Article 244 (A)  

News Excerpt  

A prominent opposition leader promised to implement Article 244 (A) of the 
Constitution to safeguard the interests of the people in Assamõs tribal-
majority districts.   

Pre -Connect  

ǒ Article 244 in Part X of the Constitution envisages a special system of adm inistration for 
certain areas designated as 
ôscheduled areasõ and ôtribal 
areasõ. 

ǒ The Fifth Schedule of the 
Constitution deals with the 
administration and control of 
scheduled areas and 
scheduled tribes in any state 
except the four states of 
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 
and Mizoram.  

ǒ The Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution, on the other 
hand, deals with the 
administration of the tribal areas in the four north -eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Mizoram. The tribal areas in these 4 states have been constituted as 
autonomous districts (Presently there are a total of 10 tribal areas.  

ǒ Article 339 of the Constitution tells about the contr ol of the Union over the administration 
of Scheduled Areas and the welfare of Scheduled Tribes.  

What is Article 244(A) of the Constitution?  

Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ôautonomous stateõ within Assam in certain tribal areas. 
Inserted into the Constitution in 1969, it also has a provision for a Legislature and a Council of 
Ministers.  

How is it different from the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution?  

ü The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution ñ Articles 244(2) and 275(1) ñ is a special 
provision that allows for greater political autonomy and decentralised governance in certain 
tribal areas of the Northeast through autonomous councils.  

ü Article 244(A) accou nts for more autonomous powers to tribal areas. Among these the most 
important power is the control over law and order. In Autonomous Councils under the 
Sixth Schedule, tribals do not have the jurisdiction of law and order in that sense.  

How did the deman d arise?  

V In the 1950s, a demand for a separate hill state arose around certain sections of the tribal 
population of undivided Assam.  

V In 1960, various political parties of the hill areas merged to form the All -Party Hill Leaders 
Conference, demanding a sep arate state. After prolonged agitations, Meghalaya gained 
statehood in 1972.  

V The leaders of the KarbiAnglong and North Cachar Hills were also part of this movement.  

V They were given the option to stay in Assam or join Meghalaya. They stayed back as the 
th en Congress government promised more powers, including Article 244 (A). Since then, 
there has been a demand for its implementation.  

V In the 1980s, this demand took the form of a movement with a number of Karbi groups 
resorting to violence.  

V It soon became an armed separatist insurgency demanding full statehood and the entire 
political discourse here still revolves around the demand for grant of ôautonomous stateõ 
status to the region.  

What was agreed upon in the Assam Accord?  

Á At the heart of the Accord was the òForeigners Issueó (Clause 5), and òSafeguards and 
Economic Developmentó (Clauses 6 and 7). There were some òOther Issuesó (Clauses 8-12), 
and a section on òRestoration of Normalcyó (Clauses 13 and 14). 

Each autonomous district and regional council 

consist s of not more than 30 members, of which four 

are nominated by the governor and the rest via 

elections.  The councils are  also empowered to make 

legislative laws on certain matter  with due approval 

from the govern or. The acts of parliament or the state 

legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and 

autonomous regions or apply with specified 

modifications and specificat ions. But, they do not fall 

outside the executive authority of                                                                                                                   

the state concerned.  
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Á The Home Ministry was the nodal Minist ry for the implementation of the Accord. In 1986, a 
new Department was set up in the Government of Assam, called òImplementation of Assam 
Accord Departmentó, to implement the various clauses of the Memorandum of Settlement. 

Why is the Assam Accord so impor tant to the state and its people?  

 The Assam Accord brought closure to a phase of great violence and anxiety in the modern 
history of Assam. The agitation was led by the youth, who saw a direct threat to their 
future from the illegal influx of 
foreigners in to the state.  

 The government of Assam describes 
the Assam movement as òhistoricó, 
and òone of the famous movements in 
post -colonial India mainly led by 
students of Assamó. 

 

Issues with MCC, ECI and Political Parties  

News Excerpt  

The recently conducted assembly elections in West Bengal and Assam, have 
been marked by vituperative campaigns and communally polarising 
statements in violation of the Election Commissionõs Model Code of Conduct.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ As per the Election Commission  of India, the model code of conduct was first observed 
during the 1960õs polls.  

ǒ Historically, the credit of giving the idea of a 
model code of conduct for political parties 
should go to the State of Kerala, which 
adopted, for the first time, a code of co nduct 
for observance for Political Parties during the 
general election to the State Legislative 
Assembly in 1960.  

ǒ Notably, t he ECI in 2019 had decided to keep social media posts by the political parties and 
leaders under its vigil for detecting any MCC violation.  

Model Code of Conduct  

ü The Model Code of Conduct consists of a set of guidelines expected to be abiding by the 
political parties, their campaigners and the candidates. The Election Commission brings 
the Model Code of Conduct into effect to ensure free and fair elections.  

ü The Model Code of Conduct remains in place during the elections in respect of political 
parties  and candidates which remains in force from the date the elections are announced 
by the Commission till the completion of elections.  

ü It is clarified that the provisions of MCC and related instructions of the Commission issued 
from time to time shall also apply to the content being posted on the internet, including 
social media websites, by candidates and political parties.  

ü The MCC can be classified broadly into three parts.  

A.  Model Code of Conduct guidelines on General Conduct  

o No party or candidate shall include in any activity which may aggravate existing differences 
or create mutual hatred or cause tension between different castes and communities, 
religious or linguistic.  

o Criticism of other political parties, when made, shall be confined to their p olicies and 
programme, past record and work. Parties and Candidates shall refrain from criticism of all 
aspects of private life.  

o Criticism of other parties or their workers based on unverified allegations or distortion shall 
be avoided.  

o There shall be no a ppeal to caste or communal feelings for securing votes. Mosques, 
Churches, Temples or other places of worship shall not be used as a forum for election 
propaganda.  

o All parties and candidates shall avoid scrupulously all activities which are òcorrupt 
practi cesó and offences under the election law, such as bribing of voters, intimidation of 
voters, impersonation of voters, canvassing within 100 meters of polling stations, holding 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Recognition of National and State 

Parties, Election Laws, Union 

Public Service Commission, 

Election Commission,  

 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Lushai Hills District Act, 1954; Government 

of Union Territories (Amendment) Act, 1971, 

Tribal Advisory Council  
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public meetings during the period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for the  close of 
the poll, and etc.  

o No political party or candidate shall permit its or his followers to make use of any 
individualõs land, building, compound wall etc., without his permission for erecting flag-
staffs, suspending banners, pasting notices, writing  slogans etc.  

o Political parties and candidates shall ensure that their supporters do not create 
obstructions in or break up meetings and processions organized by other parties.  

B.  Model Code of Conduct guidelines on Meetings  

o The party or candidate shall infor m the local police authorities of the venue and time of any 
proposed meeting well in time.  

o A Party or candidate shall ascertain in advance if there is any restrictive or prohibitory 
order in force in the place proposed for the meeting if such orders exist, they shall be 
followed strictly.  

o If permission or license is to be obtained for the use of loudspeakers or any other facility in 
connection with any proposed meeting, the party or candidate shall apply to the authority 
concerned well in advance.  

C.  Mod el Code of Conduct guidelines on Processions  

o A Party or candidate organizing a procession shall decide beforehand the time and place of 
the starting of the procession, the route to be followed and the time and place at which the 
procession will terminate.  

o The organizers shall give advance intimation to the local police authorities of the 
programme.  

o The organizers shall ascertain if any restrictive orders are in force in the localities through 
which the procession has to pass, and shall comply with the res trictions unless exempted 
specially by the competent authority.  

o If two or more political parties or candidates propose to take processions over the same 
route or parts thereof at about the same time, the organizers shall establish contact well in 
advance a nd decide upon the measures to be taken to see that the processions do not clash 
or cause hindrance to traffic.  

o The political parties or candidates shall exercise control to the maximum extent possible in 
the matter of processionists carrying articles whi ch may be put to misuse by undesirable 
elements especially in moments of excitement.  

o The carrying of effigies purporting to represent members of other political parties or their 
leaders, burning such effigies in public and such other forms of demonstratio n shall not be 
countenanced by any political party or candidate.  

o Though the ECI does not have a judicial ability to penalise the violators of the Model Code 
of Conduct, it generally issues show -cause notice to the violators and in some cases, bars 
them from the poll campaign.  

Conclusion  

V The ECI has remained averse to giving the MCC a statutory character, preferring the 
advantage of ôquickõ executive action and also to retain Article 324 as the source of its 
authority rather than re -assign it to a pr e-existing parliamentary statute. The compliance 
deficit being witnessed in the 2019 elections reflects the political partiesõ disregard towards 
the MCC, as well as the inability of the ECI to retain its constitutional advantage through 
constant vigilance and stern action.  

V In the past, successive ECIs have elicited compliance by public censure and invoking 
sections of the IPC and the Representation of the Peoples Act. Elections have become the 
site of unprecedented display of money, muscle and technology as  power. Its concentration 
in any party gives it extraordinary and unfair advantage in electoral competition. The ECI 
appears to have become increasingly cautious and even diffident in the exercise of its 
constitutional powers. This is especially true for c ases where firm and quick intervention is 
required. The ECI must guard against ceding the space which it has extracted and affirmed 
by innovatively enhancing the residuary powers given to it in Article 324 of the Constitution 
of India.  
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Police Reforms and  the De -Politicisation of Police  

News Excerpt  

The Centre has begun holding consultations with states to review the 
functioning of police forces and lend central assistance to meet the unique 
challenges faced by them.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ The National Police Commission (1977 -81), the Ribeiro Committee (1998), the 
Padmanabhaiah Committee (200), the Malimath Committee (2202 -2003), Police Act 
Drafting Committee (2005) and Supreme Court Guidelines (2006) ñhave all addressed the 
issue of reforms in the polici ng. The need for police reforms has long been acknowledged.  

ǒ In response to a PIL filed by two former DGPs, Prakash Singh and N.K. Singh, the Supreme 
Court in 2006 pronounced that police reform was essential and issued seven binding 
directives to states and  union territories to kick -start the process of reforms.  

What is the SCõs Prakash Singh judgment on police reforms? 

Prakash Singh, who served as DGP of UP Police and Assam Police besides other postings, filed 
a PIL in the Supreme Court post retirement, in  1996, seeking police reforms. In a landmark 
judgment, SC had directed all states and UTs to bring in police reforms. The ruling issued a 
series of measures that were to be undertaken by the governments to ensure the police could 
do their work without worr ying about any political interference.  

What measures were suggested by the Supreme Court?  

ü The seven main directives from the Supreme Court in the verdict were fixing the tenure and 
selection of the DGP to avoid situations where officers about to retire in a few months are 
given the post.  

ü In order to ensure no political interference, a minimum tenure was sought for the Inspector 
General of Police so that they are not transferred mid -term by politicians.  

ü The SC further directed postings 
of officers being done by Police 
Establishment Boards (PEB) 
comprising police officers and 
senior bureaucrats to insulate 
powers of postings and transfers 
from political leaders.  

ü Further, there was a 
recommendation of sett ing up 
State Police Complaints Authority 
(SPCA) to give a platform where 
common people aggrieved by 
police action could approach.  

ü Apart from this, the SC directed 
separation of investigation and 
law and order functions to better 
improve policing, setting up of 
State Security Commissions 
(SSC) that would have members 
from civil society and forming a National Security Commission.  

Analytica  

The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), in its report in September, 2020 that 
tracked changes made in the police force following the 2006 judgment, found that not even one 
state was fully compliant with the apex court directives and that while 18 states passed or 
amended their Police Acts in this time, not one fully matches legislative models.  

Conclusion  

Nearl y five contempt petitions issued in the past decades to states found to be non -compliant. 
Bigger states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and UP have been the worst when it comes to 
bringing about systemic changes in line with the judgment and that it is only t he North -
Eastern states that have followed the suggested changes in spirit. The need of the hour is an 
all -India Act that all states have to follow and small changes can be made in exceptional cases 
relating to the situation in a particular state.  

 

How has the government interfered in postings and 
transfers when there are Police Establishment 
Boards (PEB)?  
1.  The officers on the committee are ôunofficiallyõ 

informed by the government about which officer 
would be preferred for which post.  

2.  Either that or in meetings to decide postings of 
senior IPS officers, when even the Additional 
Chief Secretary (home) is present, the officers go 
with wha t the ACS Home says. They believe that 
his say is what the government wants.  

3.  Among five officers, even if one or two do not 
agree, the majority usually sides with what the 
postings that the government of the day is 
interested in. Thus, in spite of PEBõs in place, 
the system has continued as before.  
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Appoi ntment of Ad -Hoc Judges  

News Excerpt  

The Supreme Court cleared the way for appointment of retired judges as ad -
hoc judges in High Courts under Article 224A of the Constitution to deal 
with mounting backlog of cases.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ Articles 124 to 147 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the organisation, independence, 
jurisdiction, powers, procedures and so on of the Supreme Court. The Parliament is also 
authorised to regulate them.  

ǒ At present, the Supreme Court consists of thirty -four judges (one chief ju stice and thirty -
three other judges). In 2019, the centre notified an increase in the number of Supreme 
Court judges from thirty -one to thirty -four, including the Chief Justice of India.  

ǒ In the Indian single integrated judicial system, the high court opera tes below the Supreme 
Court but above the subordinate courts.  

ǒ There are 25 high courts in the country. Out of them, only three high courts have 
jurisdiction over more than one state. Among the nine union territories, Delhi alone has a 
separate high court (since 1966).  

ǒ The union territories of Jammu and Kashmir and L adakh have a common high court. The 
other union territories fall under the jurisdiction of different state high courts.  

ǒ The Parliament can extend the jurisdiction of a high court to any union territory or exclude 
the jurisdiction of a high court from any union territory.  

ǒ Articles 214 to 231 in Part VI of the Constitution deal with the organisation, independence, 
jurisdiction, powers, and procedures and so on of the high courts.  

Highlights  

ü A bench headed by Chief Justice of India S A Bobde said, òWe have taken the first step with 
the hope and aspiration that all concerned would cooperate and retiring/retired judges 
would come forth and offer 
their services in the larger 
interes t of the judiciary.ó  

ü Deciding a plea by NGO 
Lok Prahari seeking 
appointment of ad -hoc 
judges to clear the case 
backlog, the apex court 
said òit is trite to say that 
we have a docket 
explosion in our country 
and that it is difficult for 
adjudication to tak e place 
within a reasonable period 
of timeó. 

ü The bench said, òThis 
crisis situation must be 
tackled. Some innovation 
is always the rule of the 
game. In the present 
context, maybe a slightly 
different view has to be 
taken in respect of the 
avowed purpose of  Article 
224A providing for ad -hoc 
judges. We say so as we 
are faced with the ground reality of almost 40% vacancies remaining in the regular 
appointments [both permanent and additional judges] over the last two years. A number of 
vacancies arising every y ear are barely filled in by fresh appointments. Thus, it remains an 
unfulfilled challenge to bring the appointment process to such numbers as would be able to 
cover the vacancies existing and arising.ó  

ü The Chief Justice of a High Court may initiate the pr ocess of recommending a name if the 
number of judgesõ vacancies is more than 20 per cent of the sanctioned strength, cases in a 

Appointment of Judges  

The judges of a high court are appointed by the President. 
The chief justice is appointed by the President after 
consultation with the chief justice of India and the 
governor of the state concerned. For appointment of other 
judges, the chief justice of the concerned high court is 
also c onsulted. In case of a common high court for two or 
more states, the governors of all the states concerned are 
consulted by the president.  

1.  In the Second Judges case (1993), the Supreme 
Court ruled that no appointment of a judge of the 
high court can be mad e, unless it is in conformity 
with the opinion of the chief justice of India.  

2.  In the Third Judges case (1998), the Supreme 
Court opined that in case of the appointment of 
high court judges, the chief justice of India should 
consult a collegium of two seni or -most judges of 
the Supreme Court. Thus, the sole opinion of the 
chief justice of India alone does not constitute the 
ôconsultationõ process. 

3.  The fourth Judges case (2015) nullified the NJAC 
and opined that the new system would affect the 
independence of  judiciary.  
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particular category are pending for over five years, more than 10 per cent of pending cases 
are over five years old, or percenta ge of the rate of disposal is lower than the institution of 
the cases either in a particular subject matter or generally in the court.  

ü The Chief Justice should prepare a panel of judges after personal interaction with the 
concerned judge to take their cons ent.  

ü The appointments can follow the procedure laid down in the Memorandum of Procedure for 
appointment of judges. Since the nominees have been judges before, the need to refer the 
matter to the IB or other agencies would not arise, shortening the time per iod.  

ü A period of about three months would be sufficient to process a recommendation for the 
appointment of ad -
hoc judges. A Chief 
Justice will start the 
process three 
months in advance 
for such 
appointment. Their 
tenure may vary on 
the basis of the need 
bu t generally should 
be for a period 
between two and 
three years.  

ü Depending on the 
strength of the High 
Court and the 
problem faced by it, 
the number of ad -
hoc judges in the 
court will be in the 
range of two to five 
for the time being.  

ü Since the goal was to  
clear the backlog, 
the ad -hoc judges 
will be assigned 
more than five -year -
old cases. This will 
not, affect the High 
Court Chief Justiceõs 
discretion to allot 
any other matter.  

ü In case there is a 
need to constitute a 
Division Bench to 
hear a matter, it wil l 
comprise of only ad -
hoc judges and not a 
mix of ad -hoc and 
sitting judges.  

ü It also barred ad -hoc appointees from performing any other legal work ð advisory, 
arbitration or appearing in court for clients.  

Conclusion  

V Indian judiciary system is strong as compared to other judiciary system  present in the 

world. But it is facing some challenges that are making it less effective. Society is losing 

hopes and faith towards judiciary because of the time taken by it in delivering justice. 

Judiciary must overcome from these challenges; peoples sho uld not hesitate before 

going to court. In this world of technology, peoples are becoming aware of their rights, 

they know what remedies they have if their rights are infringed. They are approaching 

to court of law; this right is given by Article 39 (A) eq ual justice and free legal aid.  

Ad hoc Judge of the Supreme  

When there is a lack of quorum of the permanent judges to hold 

or continue any session of the Supreme Court, the Chief Justice 

of India can appoint a judge of a High Court as an ad hoc judge 

of the Supreme Court for a temporary  period. He can do so only 

after consultation with the chief justice of the High Court 

concerned and with the previous consent of the president. The 

judge so appointed should be qualified for appointment as a 

judge of the Supreme Court. It is the duty of t he judge so 

appointed to attend the sittings of the Supreme Court, in priority 

to other duties of his office. While so attending, he enjoys all the 

jurisdiction, powers and privileges (and discharges the duties) of 

a judge of the Supreme Court.  

Retired Ju dge of the Supreme Court  

At any time, the chief justice of India can request a retired judge 

of the Supreme Court or a retired judge of a high court (who is 

duly qualified for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court) 

to act as a judge of the Supreme Co urt for a temporary period. 

He can do so only with the previous consent of the president and 

also of the person to be so appointed. Such a judge is entitled to 

such allowances as the president may determine. He will also 

enjoy all the jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a judge of 

Supreme Court. But he will not otherwise be deemed to be a 

judge of the Supreme Court.  

Retired Judges of the High Court  

At any time, the chief justice of a high court of a state can 

request a retired judge of that high court or  any other high court 

to act as a judge of the high court of that state for a temporary 

period. He can do so only with the previous consent of the 

President and also of the person to be so appointed. Such a 

judge is entitled to such allowances as the Presi dent may 

determine. He will also enjoy all the jurisdiction, powers and 

privileges of a judge of that high court. But he will not otherwise 

be deemed to be a judge of that high court.  
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V What government should do is to make judiciary 

more compatible, so that can dispose of cases as 

soon as possible. The delay is caused mainly due to 

factors  which are insufficiency of judicial officers, 

inadequate ministerial staff, personal factors, defects 

in the procedure, lack of infrastructure, abuse of process of law etc. Solutions like 

Alternative Dispute Resolution, Lok Adalats, Fast Track Courts, Gra m Nyayalaya should 

be promoted by government to deliver justice in an effective way and reduce the 

workload of judiciary.  

Disaster Management Act, 2005  

News Excerpt  

The Centre directed states to ensure uninterrupted production and supply of 
medical oxygen and its transport along inter -state borders and said the district 
magistrate and superintendent of police of the district concerned will be held 
responsible if there  is any violation of its order.  

Pre -Connect  

ǒ COVID -19 is the first pan India biological disaster being handled by the legal and 
constitutional institutions of the country.  

ǒ Though the Constitution of India is 
silent on the subject ôdisasterõ, the legal 
basis of the DM Act, is Entry 23, 
Concurrent List of the Constitution 
òSocial security and social insuranceó. 
Entry 29, Concurrent List òPrevention 
of the extension from one State to 
another of infectious or contagious 
diseases or pests affecting men, anim als 
or plants,ó can also be used for specific 
law making.  

Ambit of the Disaster Management 
Act, 2005  

ü The legislative intent of the Act is to, 
òprovide for the effective management of 
disastersó.  

ü The National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) under the DM Act is 
the nodal central body for coordinating 
disaster management, with the Prime 
Minister as its  Chairperson.  

ü The NDMA lays down policies, plans 
and guidelines for management of 
disaster.  

ü Similarly, State, District and Local level 
Disaster Management Authorities were 
established, manned by high 
functionaries. All these agencies are 
envisaged to wor k in coordination.  

ü NDMA so far formulated about 30 
guidelines on various disasters 
including the ôGuidelines on 
Management of Biological Disasters, 
2008õ.  

ü The 2019 National Disaster Management Plan, issued also deals extensively with Biological 
Disaster a nd Health Emergency. Power bestowed by DM Act on Central Government and 
NDMA are extensive.  

ü The Central Government, irrespective of any law in force (including over -riding powers) can 
issue any directions to any authority anywhere in India to facilitate o r assist in the disaster 
management.  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Supreme Court, Judicial 

Review, Judicial Activism  
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ü Importantly, any such directions issued by Central Government and NDMA must 
necessarily be followed the Union Ministries, State Governments and State Disaster 
Management Authorities.  

ü In order to achieve all these, the  prime minister can exercise all powers of NDMA. This 
ensures that there is adequate political and constitutional heft behind the decisions made.  

ü To alleviate social sufferings, NDMA/SDMA are mandated to provide ôminimum standard of 
reliefõ to disaster affected persons, including relief in repayment of loans or grant of fresh 
loans on concessional terms.  

Way Ahead  

Undoubtedly, Indiaõs large population poses an administrative challenge in dealing with any 
disasters, especially a pandemic such as the second w ave of COVID -19 pandemic.  However, 
overall management can be strengthened through three possible ways:  

V Biological disaster of a national magnitude necessitates a close administrative and political 
coordination, led by Centre and followed by State governments, Disaster Management 
Authorities, and other stakeholders. In the true spirit of DM Act and federal s tructure, 
national and state political and administrative agencies should be more collaborative and 
consultative. Issues like movement of migrant labourers, availability of food, arranging 
livelihoods to daily wagers, relief camps, entitlement of statutory  minimum relief, etc. that 
directly affects millions in the country needs special 
attention.  

V Success of effective implementation of the nat ional and 
state decisions under the DM Act is dependent on its 
ground level implementation; district administration 
and local self -government institutions remains the best 
bet. As per mandate of the DM Act, a concerted effort 
is required to ensure that the se bodies are 
administratively, politically and financially empowered.  

V In times such as these, constitutional courts must play its role. There are complaints of 
discrimination, police excesses, starvation, lack of medical aid etc. from various corners of 
the country. Pertinently, there is bar on jurisdiction of courts and there is no grievance 
redressal mechanism under DM Act. Having assumed the role of sentinel on the qui vive , it 
is obligatory on all the constitutional courts in the country to suo motu  register PILs and 
closely monitor the implementation of DM Act, ensure rule of law and protection of human 
rights as guaranteed under the Constitution of India.  

 

  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient features of the 

Epidemics Diseases Act, 

1897; VII th Schedule of the 

Constitution of India  
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SOCIAL ISSUES, SCHEMES, REPORTS & INDICES  

State of World Population 2021: UNFPA  

News Excerpt  

Recently, United Nations Population Fundõs (UNFPA) launched State of 
World Population Report titled ôMy Body is My Ownõ.This is the first time a 
United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy, defined as the power 
and agency to make choices about your body without fear of violence or 
having someone else decide for you.  

Pre -connect  

¶ UNFPA is formally named the United Nations Population Fund. The organization was 
created in 1969, the same year the United Nations General Assembly declared òparents 
have the exclusive right to determine freely and responsibly the number and spacing of 
their children.ó 

¶ UNFPA is the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency. Their mission is to 
deliver a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbi rth is safe and every young 
person's potential is fulfilled.  

 

What is right to the autonomy of our bodies?  

ü The right to the autonomy of our bodies means that we have the power and agency to make 
choices without fear of violence or having someone else decid e for us. It is òthe power to say 
yes and the right to say no ó. 

ü The report focuses on three dimensions of bodily autonomy: the right to decide whether to 
have sex, use contraception, or seek health care.  

What is Bodily Autonomy and Why it matters?  

V Bodily autonomy is not just a human right but the foundation upon which all other rights 
are built, reproductive choices and the power to make those choices impacts all other 
aspects of peopleõs lives. 

V Without bodily autonomy and self -determination, women and girls are subject to virginity 
tests, to forced marriage, to forced pregnancy, to rape and violence.  

V Their education may end and their employment prospects may diminish, leaving them 
increasingly dependent on others, potentially unsafe and without hope for a better future 
for them or for their own children.  

V Individual bodily autonomy is also essential to the health, prosperity, and security of 
societies.  

What report says?  

Á The report shows that in countries where data is available, only 55% o f women are fully 
empowered to make choices over healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no 
to sex. It also highlights that only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to 
contraception.  

Á Some examples of violation of bodily au tonomy include, child marriage, female genital 
mutilation, a lack of contraceptive choices leading to unplanned pregnancy, unwanted sex 
exchanged for a home and food or when people with diverse sexual orientations and gender 
identities cannot walk down a s treet without fearing assault or humiliation.  

Á Under its ambit also fall people with disabilities stripped of their rights to self -
determination, to be free from violence and to enjoy a safe and satisfying sexual life.  

India Scenario  

 In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015 -2016), only about 12% of currently married women 
(15-49 years of age) independently make decisions about their own healthcare, while 63% 
decide in consultation with their spouse.  

 For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse that mainly takes  decisions about 
healthcare. Only 8% of currently married women (15 -49 years) take decisions on the use of 
contraception independently, while 83% decide jointly with their spouse.  

 Information provided to women about use of contraception is also limited ñ only 47% 
women using a contraceptive were informed about the side effects of the method, and 54% 
women were provided information about other contraceptives.  

Analytica  
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What report suggested to ensure bodily autonomy?  

> To help stakeholders translate bodily aut onomy into reality for individuals worldwide, the 
report highlights three priorities.  

> The first is to end control over another individualõs decision-making. Women around the 
world are denied the fundamental right to make decisions over their bodies and fut ures and 
are controlled by men.  

> Second, access to sexual and reproductive health care must be guaranteed for all with zero 
tolerance for violence or discrimination. This means health care must be physically 
accessible and people -centered, laws to protect w omen must be created and enforced, and 
programs must be adequately funded.  

> Finally, women must be empowered to make autonomous and informed decisions, which 
will involve providing comprehensive sexuality education and shifting broader social and 
cultural n orms. Engaging men and boys are critical, as their beliefs about masculinity and 
gender are at the core of many harmful practices.  

Conclusion  

Although the current state of bodily autonomy is bleak, the panelists saw signs of hope on the 
horizon. In one sig n that political momentum is moving in the right direction as the United 
Nations Commission on Population and Development recently recognized the importance of 
bodily autonomy.  

 

World Press Freedom index  

News Excerpt  

Recently, World Press Freedom Index has released and India retains 142 of 
180 spot, remains òone of the worldõs most dangerous countriesó for 
journalists .  

 

Pre -Connect  

Published annually by Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) or Reporters Without Borders  since  
2002, the World Press Freedom Index measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries 
and territories. It assesses the level of pluralism, media independence, the environment for the 
media and self -censorship, the legal framework, transparency, and the  quality of infrastructure 
that supports the production of news and information. It does not evaluate government policy.  

 

What report says?  

¶ The latest index released ranks 180 countries, topped, yet again, by Norway followed by 

Finland and Denmark, while Er itrea is at the bottom. China is ranked 177, and is only 

above North Korea at 179 and Turkmenistan at 178.  

¶ It also stated that the 2021 report òshows that journalism, the main vaccine against 

disinformation, is completely or partly blocked in 73% of the 18 0 countries ranked by the 

organisation.  

¶ The ò2021 Edelman Trust barometer reveals a disturbing level of public mistrust of 

journalists, with 59% of respondents in 28 countries saying that journalists deliberately try 

to mislead the public by reporting info rmation they know to be false.  

¶ The report noted that òonly 12 of the Indexõs 180 countries (7%) can claim to offer a 

favorable environment for journalism.  

¶ According to the 2021 World Press Freedom Index, journalism is òtotally blocked or 

seriously impededó in 73 nations and òconstrainedó in 59 others. 

¶ Countries around the world have used the coronavirus pandemic as grounds to block 

journalistsõ access to information sources and reporting in the field. 

¶ In the Asia -Pacific region, authoritarian regimes have u sed the pandemic to òperfect their 

methods of totalitarian control of information, while the ôdictatorial democraciesõ have used 

coronavirus as a pretext for imposing especially repressive legislation with provisions 

combining propaganda with suppression o f dissent.  
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Freedom of Press in India: Constitutional Perspective  

× In India before Independence, there was no constitutional or 

statutory guarantee of freedom of an individual o r 

media/press. At most, some common law freedom could be 

claimed by the press, as observed by the Privy Council in 

Channing Arnold v. King Emperor.  

× With object and views, the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

ensures to all citizens inter alia, liberty o f thought, expression, 

belief, faith and worship. The constitutional significance of the 

freedom of speech consists in the Preamble of Constitution and 

is transformed as fundamental and human right in Article 

19(1)(a) as freedom of speech and expression.  

× Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression, 

this right includes freedom to hold opinions without 

interference and to seek, receive and impart information and 

ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

× At last it can be concluded t hat, the Freedom of the Press is 

nowhere mentioned in the Indian constitution. It is believed 

that Freedom of Speech and Expression in Article 19 of the 

Indian constitution include freedom of the press.  

× Freedom of expression enables one to express oneõs own voices 

as well as those of others. But freedom of the press must be 

subject to those restrictions which apply to the freedom of 

speech and expression. The restrictions mentioned in Art. 19 

are defamation, contempt of court, decency or morality, 

security of the state, friendly relations with other states, 

incitement to an offence, public order and maintenance of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India.  

× The status of freedom of the press is the same as that of an 

ordinary citizen. The press cannot claim any immunity from 

taxation, is subject to the same laws regulating industrial 

relations, and press employees are subject to the same laws 

regulating industrial employment.  

Indiaõs Performance  

ü India is ranked 142, same as last year, after it had consistently slid down from 133 in 

2016. In the South Asian neighborhood, Nepal is at 106, Sri Lanka at 127, Myanmar 

(before the coup) at 140, Pakistan at 145 and Bangladesh at 152.  

ü India shares the òbadó classification with Brazil, Mexico and Russia. 

ü In India, journalists 

are òexposed to every 

kind of attack, 

including police 

violence ag ainst 

reporters, ambushes 

by political activists, 

and reprisals 

instigated by criminal 

groups or corrupt 

local officialsó. 

ü Criminal 

prosecutions are, 

meanwhile, often 

used to gag 

journalists critical of 

the authorities, with 

some authorities 

invoking draconian 

laws like Section 

124a of the Indian 

Penal Code, under 

which sedition is 

punishable by life 

imprisonment.  

ü Journalists who dare 

to criticize the 

government are 

branded as ôanti-

state,õ ôanti-nationalõ 

or even ôpro-terrorist.  

ü This exposes them to 

public condemnation 

in the form of 

extremely violent social media hate campaigns that include calls for them to be killed, 

especially if they are women.  

 

Conclusion  

Indian government need to be concerned about Indiaõs low ranking in such international 
indices. Media is considered as the fourth pillar of democracy and it must be provided with 
enough freedom to play its role without any fear and partiality in a democratic country like 
India.  

 

Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2021  

News Excerpt  

Recently, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UNESCAP) has released report titled ôEconomic and Social Survey of 
Asia and the Pacific 2021.  
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Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the 

Pacific  (ESCAP) 

Since its establishment in 1947, the 

UNESCAP, has issued t hi s flagship 

publication annually.  

It is one of the longest, continuously running 

reports in the United Nations system, 

providing decision makers in the region with 

valuable information in forming d evelopment 

policy for decades.  

The Survey monitors regional progress, 

provides cutting -edge analyses and guides 

policy discussion on the current and emerging 

socio -economic issues and policy challenges to 

support inclusive and sustainable 

development in th e region.  

Since 1957, the Survey has also contained a 

study or studies focusing on a significant 

aspect or challenge relevant to the economies 

of the Asia -Pacific region.  

 

United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP)  

The ESCAP serves as the United Nationsõ 

regional hub promoting cooperation among 

countries to achieve inclusive and 

sustainable development.  

The largest regional intergovernmental 

platform with 53 Member States and 9 

associate members, ESCAP has emerged as  

a strong regional think -tank offering 

countries sound analytical products that 

shed insight into the evolving economic, 

social and environmental dynamics of the 

region.  

The overall objective of ESCAP is to promote 

inclusive and sustainable economic and 

social development in the Asia -Pacific region, 

with priority accorded to the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

Pre -connect  

What survey says?  

¶ Indiaõs economic output in 2021 is expected to remain below the 2019 level despite roll -out 
of the vaccine to deal with the menace of the coronavirus pandemic.  

¶ India, according to the ôESAP 2021: Towards post -COVID -19 resilient economiesõ, is 
estimated to record an economic growth of 7 per cent in 2021 -22, over a contraction of 7.7 
per cent witnessed in the previous fiscal on account of the pandemicõs impact on normal 
business activity.  

¶ Observing that India entered the pandemic with subdued GDP growth and investment. 
Following one of the most stringent lockdowns in the world, the economic disruptions that 
the country experienced mounted in the second quarter of 2020.  

¶ Subsequent change in lockdown policies and success in reducing infection rates supported 
an impressive economic turnarou nd in the third quarter.  

¶ However, the pace of recovery moderated in the fourth quarter with estimated year -on-year 
growth still close to zero.  

¶ Chinaõs swift and effective response to COVID-19 enabled it to become the only major 
economy worldwide to achieve a positive annual economic growth rate in 2020.  

¶ The report forecasts that on an average, developing Asia -Pacific economies are expected to 
grow 5.9 per cent in 2021 and 5 per cent in 2022, after having experienced an estimated 
contraction of 1 per cent in 2020.  

¶ Despite a reasonably strong rebound expected in 2021, a K -shaped recovery is likely 
with poorer countries and more vulnerable groups marginalised in the post -
pandemic recovery and transition period.  

What need to be done?  

ü The COVID -19 pandemic  is a crisis like no other. It also offers opportunities like no other. 
In being forced to adjust, we have seen lives, workplaces and habits transformed in 
fundamental ways.  

ü Identifies existing socioeconomic fault lines and outlines how changes in economic  
policymaking can make a difference in building resilience. Even with the unprecedented 
economic and social damage that the COVID -19 pandemic brought to the region, it 
presents an opportunity to build forward better towards a resilient, inclusive and 
susta inable future.  
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ü For a more robust and inclusive recovery, the survey calls for a more  synchronised 

Covid -19 vaccination programme across countries and highlights opportunities to 
leverage regional cooperation.  

ü At the same time, it recommends that fiscal and monetary support should be 
sustained, as premature tightening could increase long -term scars.  

ü The time is now for  Asia Pacific region  to seize this opportunity to speed up and 
make its transition towards more resilient, equitable and green development the 
cen trepiece of the post -pandemic economic recovery.  

Conclusion  

V Looking beyond the pandemic, the survey examines the broader risk landscape 
facing Asia Pacific countries, including epidemics, natural disasters and financial 
crises.  

https://www.aninews.in/topic/asia-pacific-region
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V It finds that adverse shocks, both economic and non -economic, result in permanent 
economic, social and environmental losses, and advises countries to take a more 
comprehensive approach to building resilience against future shocks.  

V Countries in the region should respond aggressi vely to adverse shocks to minimise 
the reversal of hard -won development gains. Swift and robust policy responses are 
needed to safeguard sustainable development in crisis times, and risk management 
must become central to development planning and policymaki ng.  

 

Maternal Death and COVID -19: Lancet Report  

News Excerpt  

According to the study published in the Lancet Global Health Journal, t he 
failure of the health system to cope with COVID -19 pandemic resulted in an 
increase in maternal deaths and stillbirths .  

Pre -connect  

Maternal deaths  

The annual number of female deaths from any cause related to or aggravated by pregnancy or 
its management (excluding accidental or incidental causes) during pregnancy and childbirth or 
within 42 days of termination  of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the 
pregnancy.  

What is stillbirth?  

A stillbirth is the death or loss of a baby before or during delivery. Both miscarriage and 
stillbirth describe pregnancy loss, but they differ according to when the  loss occurs. In the 
United States, a miscarriage is usually defined as loss of a baby before the 20th week of 
pregnancy, and a stillbirth is loss of a baby at or after 20 weeks of pregnancy.  

What study says?  

¶ Overall, there was a 28% increase in the odds o f stillbirth, and the risk of mothers dying 
during pregnancy or childbirth increased by about one -third. There was also a rise in 
maternal depression.  

¶ COVID -19 impact on pregnancy outcomes was disproportionately high on poorer countries.  

¶ The report is an a nalysis of 40 studies across 17 countries including Brazil, Mexico, the 
U.S., Canada, the U.K., Denmark, Netherlands, Italy, India, China and Nepal.  

¶ The disruption caused by the COVID -19 pandemic has led to avoidable deaths of both 
mothers and babies.  

¶ The study attributes the worsening trend to the failure of the òinefficiency of the healthcare 
system and their inability to cope with the pandemicó instead of strict lockdown measures. 
This resulted in reduced access to care.  

What need to be done?  

Policy makers and healthcare leaders must urgently investigate robust strategies for preserving 
safe and respectful maternity care, especially  during the ongoing global emergency.Immediate 
action is required to avoid rolling back decades of investmen t in reducing mother and infant 
mortality in low -resource settings . 

Situation in India  

In the Indian context, an analysis of HMIS data by Population Foundation of India shows that 
during the months of national lockdown last year between April and June, com pared to the 
same period in 2019, there was a 27% drop in pregnant women receiving four or more ante -
natal check -ups, a 28% decline in institutional deliveries and 22% decline in prenatal services.  

Situation in other countries  

The impact was high among the  marginalised across various settings such as in Nepal where 
hospital deliveries decreased most markedly among disadvantaged groups; and in the U.K., 
where 88% of pregnant women, who died during the first wave of the pandemic, were from 
black and minority ethnic groups . 

Conclusion  

Personnel for maternity services not be redeployed for other critical and medical care during 
the pandemic and in response to future health system shocks.  Further, wider societal changes 
could have also led to deterioration in mat ernal health including intimate -partner violence, loss 
of employment and additional care -responsibilities because of closure of schools.  



(CURRENT CONNECT - APR - 21 )  
 

 
DELHI: VIJAY NAGAR  9717380832 &  OLD RAJENDER NAGAR 9811293743 | JAIPUR : 8290800441  

BENGALURU: KORMANGALA 7619166663 & CHANDRA LAYOUT  761913666 2 | BHOPAL: 7509975361  

PATNA:  7463950774 | INDORE: 7314977441 |  RANCHI: 9939982007  | www.ksgindia.com  

P
a
g

e3
1 

National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021  

News Excerpt  

Recently, Union health and family welfare minister has approved the 
National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Ministry of Health and family Welfare, Government of India formulated a National Policy for 
Treatment of Rare Diseases (NPTRD) in July,  2017. Implementation of the policy, however, 
faced certain challenges.  

¶ A limiting factor in its implementation was bringing States on board and lack of clarity on 
how much Government could support in terms of tertiary care.  

¶ Public Health and Hospitals is primarily State subject. Stakeholder consultation with the 
State Governments at the draft stage of formulation of the policy could not be done in an 
elaborate manner.  

¶ When the policy was shared with State Governments, issues such as cost effectiveness of 
interventions for rare disease visa -vis other health priorities, the sharing of expenditure 
between Central and State Governments, flexibility to State Governments to accept the 
policy or change it according to their situation, were raised by some of the St ate 
Governments.  

Key highlights of National Policy for Rare Diseases  

ü Along with lowering the cost of treatment of rare diseases, the policy aims to increase focus 
on indigenous research and local production of medicines.  

ü Those who are suffering from rare diseases (diseases listed under Group 1 in the rare 
disease policy) that require one -time treatment will have the financial support of up to Rs . 
20 lakh under the umbrella scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi. It will cover about 40 per 
cent of the popula tion who are eligible under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  

ü The policy will make use of a crowdfunding mechanism to cover the cost of treatment of 
rare diseases. As part of it, corporates and individuals will be encouraged to extend 
financial support  through a robust IT platform.  

ü A national hospital -based registry of rare diseases will be created to ensure adequate data 
and comprehensive definitions of such diseases are available for those interested in 
research and development.  

ü Through the help of He alth and Wellness Centres, District Early Intervention Centres and 
counselling, the policy aims to screen and detect rare diseases at early stages, which will in 
turn help in their prevention.  

ü A draft of the policy was put in the public domain on January 1 3, 2020, and comments 
from stakeholders, the general public, organisations, states and Union territories were 
invited on the same.  

ü The Supreme Court and various high courts expressed concern about the lack of a national 
policy for rare diseases. Rare dise ases are difficult to research upon and availability and 
accessibility to medicines are important in the process of treatment. The policy aims to help 
the nation overcome these fundamental challenges.  

Analytica  

Definition of Rare Diseases  

V There is no unive rsal or standard definition of rare disease. A disease that occurs 
infrequently is generally considered a rare disease, and it has been defined by different 
countries in terms of prevalence ð either in absolute terms or in terms of prevalence per 
10,000 po pulation. A country defines a rare disease most appropriate in the context of its 
own population, health care system and resources.  

V As mentioned above, India faces the limitation of lack of epidemiological data to be able to 
define rare diseases in terms of prevalence or prevalence rate, which has been used by 
other countries.  

V To overcome this, a hospital based National Registry for R are Diseases has been initiated 
by ICMR by involving centers across the country that are involved in diagnosis and 
management of Rare Diseases.  

V This will yield much needed epidemiological data for rare diseases. In the absence of 
epidemiological data on d iseases considered as rare in other countries, it is not possible to 
prescribe threshold prevalence rates to define a disease condition as rare.  
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Rare Diseases: Issues and Challenges  

Á The field of rare diseases is complex and heterogeneous. The landscape of  rare diseases is 
constantly changing, as there are new rare diseases and conditions being identified and 
reported regularly in medical literature.  

Á Apart from a few rare diseases, where significant progress has been made, the field is still 
at a nascent st age. For a long time, doctors, researchers and policy makers were unaware 
of rare diseases and until very recently there was no real research or public health policy 
concerning issues related to the field.  

Á This poses formidable challenges in development of  a comprehensive policy on rare 
diseases. Nevertheless, it is important to take steps, in the short as well as long term, with 
the objective of tackling rare diseases in a holistic and comprehensive manner.  

Challenges in research and development  

 A fundamen tal challenge in research and development for the majority of rare diseases is 
that there is relatively little known about the pathophysiology or the natural history of 
these diseases. Rare diseases are difficult to research upon as the patient pool is ver y small 
and it often results in inadequate clinical experience.  

 Therefore, the clinical explanation of rare diseases may be skewed or partial. The challenge 
becomes even greater as rare diseases are chronic in nature, where long term follow -up is 
particula rly important. As a result, rare diseases lack published data on long -term 
treatmentoutcomes and are often incompletely characterised.  

What need to be done?  

> This makes it necessary to explore international and regional collaborations for research, 
collaborations with the physicians who work on any rare disease and with patient groups 
and families dealing with the consequences of these disorders.  

> This will help gain a better understanding of the pathophysiology of these diseases, and the 
therapeutic effects that would have a meaningful impact on the lives of patients.  

> There is also a need to review and where possible modify, clinical trial norms keeping in 
mind the particular challenges in rare diseases, without compromising on the safety and 
quality  of the drugs or diagnostic tools.  

The Indian Scenario  

» Data on how many people suffer from different diseases that are considered rare globally, is 
lacking in India. The cases identified so far have been diagnosed at tertiary hospitals.  

» The lack of epidemi ological data on incidence and prevalence of rare diseases impedes 
understanding of the extent of the burden of rare diseases and development of a definition.  

» It also hampers efforts to arrive at correct estimation of the number of persons suffering 
from these diseases and describe their associated morbidity and mortality. In such a 
scenario, the economic burden of most rare diseases is unknown and cannot be adequately 
estimated from the existing data sets.  

» Although extremely challenging, co nsidering the complexity of various diseases and the 
difficulty in diagnosis, there is a clear need to undertake systematic epidemiological studies 
to ascertain the number of people suffering from rare diseases in India.  

» So far only limited number of disea ses has been recorded in India from tertiary care 
hospitals that are globally considered as rare diseases though ambit may encompass from 
7000 to 8000 disorders. The commonly reported diseases include Primary 
immunodeficiency disorders, Lysosomal storage d isorders (Gaucherõs disease, 
Mucopolysaccharidoses, Pompe disease, fabry disease etc.) small molecule inborn errors of 
metabolism (Maple Syrup urine disease, organic acidemias etc.), Cystic Fibrosis, 
osteogenesis imperfecta, certain forms of muscular dystr ophies and spinal muscular 
atrophy, etc.  

Way forward  

o The Government will have a hospital based National Registry for Rare Diseases at ICMR 
with the objective of creating a database of various rare diseases. Steps have already been 
taken in this direction b y ICMR. Over a period of time, the registry is expected to yield 
information on hospital based data and disease burden.  

o The Government shall take steps to create awareness amongst all the levels of health care 
personnel as well as general public towards t he rare diseases. This will encourage people to 
seek pre -marital genetic counselling, identification of high -risk couples & families and also 
result in prevention of births as well as early detection of cases of rare diseases.  
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o Public Health and hospitals b eing a State subject, the Central Government shall encourage 
and support the State Governments in implementation of a targeted preventive strategy  

o The Government shall create a digital platform for bringing together notified Centres of 
Excellence where pat ients of rare diseases can receive treatment or come for treatment, on 
the one hand and prospective voluntary individual or corporate donors willing to support 
treatment of such patients. Funds received through this mechanism will be utilized for 
treatment  of patients suffering from rare diseases . 

 

ôPRISMõ scheme 

News Excerpt  

Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & Family 
Welfare  recently inaugurated Alignment and Awareness Event for Publicity of 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research - Promoting Innovations 
in Individuals, Startups and MSMEs (DSIR -PRISM) scheme .  

Pre -Connect  

¶ PRISM scheme aims at to support individual innovators which will enable to achieve the 
agenda of inclusive development - one of the thrust areas of 12 th  five-year plan (2012 -
2017).  

¶ It would also provide support to institutions or organizations set up as Autonomous 
Organization under a specific statute or as a society registered under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860 or Indian Trusts Act, 1882 leading to development of state -of-art 
new technology solutions aimed at helping MSME clusters.  

About the PRISM Scheme  

ü PRISMõ scheme of the DSIR has been instrumental in supporting individual innovators 
enabling inclusi ve development of India.  

ü It is interesting to note that PRISM extends its support to any citizen of the country 
through direct benefit transfer in the core technology areas such as Affordable Healthcare, 
Water, Sewage Management, Green Technology, Clean En ergy, Industrially Utilizable Smart 
Materials, Waste to Wealth aligned with our National objectives.  

ü It is also appreciable that the Intellectual Property (IP) belongs to the innovators. The 
innovation movement by DSIR -PRISM making synergy with three Natio nal Initiatives like 
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, Smart India Hackathon and Rural Technology Action Group 
(RuTAG) is unique.  

ü Under the initiative, an innovator of Indian nationality - student, professional and common 
citizen - is provided technical, strategic, an d financial assistance by DSIR -PRISM for idea 
development, prototype development and pilot scaling, and patenting. The programme is 
implemented across various sectors from energy to healthcare to waste management and 
others.  

ü Many innovators have graduated as successful entrepreneurs through this scheme and 
many of them have made extreme socio -economic or techno commercial impact.  

Need for such Initiative  

V This initiative is expected to help in generating rural livelihood, inclusive innovation & 
socio -economi c benefit. Initiatives like these have tremendous potential to alter the techno -
socio -economic landscape of our country.  

V Collaboration of Ministry of Education, DSIR, RuTAG, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, Smart India 
Hackathon, marrying technology with domain knowl edge expertise, will enable and boost 
the technopreneurship in our country.  

V Unnat Bharat Abhiyan must be used as a vibrant platform to unleash the innovative spirit 
of our students. It, along with Aatmanirbhar Bharat, should become the core ethos of our 
technical institutions.  

V Digital India has proved that we can attain a global scale even when we use technology to 
address our own problems. For our innovators, 1.3 Billion people is a big market enough to 
work for.  

V Our new National Education Policy 2020 envi sages developing an education system that 
supports these values of scientific temper & rational thinking, keeping which are at the 
core of the ethos of our Indian culture.  

Benefits of the Scheme  
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Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN):  

× The ULPIN System will have 14 digits - Alpha -numeric unique 
ID for each land parcel. The Unique IDs based on Geo 
reference coordinate of vertice s of the parcel would be of 
international standard and compliance of the Electronic 
Commerce Code Management Association (ECCMA) standard 
and Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) standards and it will 
provide compatibility so that all states can adopt it easil y.  

× Proper land statistics and land accounting through ULPIN will 
help develop land bank and lead towards Integrated Land 
Information Management System (ILIMS).  

× Benefits are to ensure uniqueness in all transactions and keep 
the land records always up -to-date; a link of all property 
transactions get established; delivery of citizen services of land 
records through the single window; sharing of land records 
data across departments, financial institutions and all 
stakeholders; and standardization at data and a pplication -
level would bring in effective integration and interoperability 
across departments.  

× The pilot test has been successfully carried out in 11 States 
namely Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand, Odisha, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Andhra 
Pradesh and Goa.  

Á DSIR-PRISM helps generating rural livelihood and rural progress with innovations. He 
appreciated this as visible solution to various problems.  

Á Innovation may search solution for problem of pollution. Government is encouraging 
culture of innovations.  

 

Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP)  

News Excerpt  

Recently, Central government plans to issues a 14 -digit identification number 
to every plot of land in the country within a yearõs time. It will subsequently 
integrate its land records database with revenue court records and bank 
records, as well as Aadhaar numbers on a voluntary basis .  

Pre -connect  

The Unique Land 
Parcel Identification 
Number (ULPIN) 
scheme has been 
launched in ten 
States this year and 
will be rolled out 
across the country by 
March 2022 . 

About the new 
initiative  

¶ òThe Aadhaar for 
landó, a number 
that would 
uniquely identify 
every surveyed 
parcel of land and 
prevent land 
fraud, especially 
in the hinterlands 
of rural India, 
where land 
records are 
outdated and 
often disputed.  

¶ The identification will be based on the lo ngitude and latitude coordinates of the land parcel, 
and is dependent on detailed surveys and geo -referenced cadastral maps.  

¶ This Department has taken new initiatives under the programme like NGDRS [National 
Generic Document Registration System], ULPIN, li nking of court to land records, 
integration of consent based Aadhaar number with land records etc.  

¶ Linking Aadhaar with land records through ULPIN would cost 3 per record while seeding 
and authentication of landowner Aadhaar data would cost 5 each.  

¶ Creat ing a modern land record room in every district would cost 50 lakh per district, while 
the integration of land records with the Revenue Court Management System would cost 
270 crore.  

Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP)  

The Land Reforms (LR) Division was implementing two Centrally Sponsored Schemes viz.: 
Computerisation of Land Records (CLR) & Strengthening of Revenue Administration and 
Updating of Land Records (SRA&ULR). Later on, in 2008, the Cabinet approved merger of these 
schemes into a modified Scheme named Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme 
(DILRMP).  

Aim : The main aims of DILRMP are to usher in a system of updated land records, automated 
and automatic mutation, integration between textual and spatial  records, inter -connectivity 
between revenue and registration, to replace the present deeds registration and presumptive 
title system with that of conclusive titling with title guarantee.  
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Implementation agency : The State Governments/UT Administrations will  implement the 
programme with financial and technical supports from the Dept. of Land Resources, 
Government of India. The district will be taken as the unit of implementation, where all 
activities under the programme will converge.  

Benefits to citizens  

The citizen is expected to benefit from DILRMP in one or more of the following ways - 

ü Real-time land ownership records will be available to the citizen . 

ü Since the records will be placed on the websites with proper security IDs, property owners 
will have free a ccess to their records without any compromise in regard to confidentiality of 
the information  

ü Free accessibility to the records will reduce interface between the citizen and the 
Government functionaries, thereby reducing rent seeking and harassment.  

ü Public -private partnership (PPP) mode of service delivery will further reduce citizen interface 
with Govt. machinery, while adding to the convenience . 

ü Abolition of stamp papers and payment of stamp duty and registration fees through banks, 
etc. will also reduce interface with the Registration machinery . 

ü With the use of IT inter linkages; the time for obtaining RoRs, etc. will be drastically 
reduced . 

ü The single -window service or the web -enabled òanytime-anywhereó access will save the 
citizen time and effort in obt aining RoRs, etc.  

ü Automatic and automated mutations will significantly reduce the scope of fraudulent 
property deals . 

ü Conclusive titling will also significantly reduce litigation . 

ü This method will permit e -linkages to credit facilities . 

ü Market value inform ation will be available on the website to the citizen . 

ü Certificates based on land data (e.g., domicile, caste, income, etc.) will be available to the 
citizen through computers . 

ü Information on eligibility for Government programs will be available based on the data . 

ü Issuance of land passbooks with relevant information will be facilitated . 

Status of Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP) in 
2021  

V The DILRMP, a Central Sector scheme, has been extended up to 2020 -21 at a total cost of 
Rs. 95 0 crores. It attempts to build upon the commonalities that exist in the arena of land 
records in various States to develop an appropriate ILIMS across the country, on which 
different States can also add State -specific needs as they may deem relevant and 
appropriate.  

V Substantial progress has now been achieved in the prime components of computerization of 
Record of Rights - more than 90% in 24 States/UTs, digitization of cadastral maps - more 
than 90% in 22 States/UTs, computerization of Registration - more th an 90% in 27 
States/UTs, connectivity between Sub -Registrar Offices and Tehsils, integration of 
Registration and Land Records - more than 90% in 20 States/UTs.  

Conclusion  

The new initiative w ill enhance the service deliveries to the citizen of the country and will also 
function as inputs to the schemes of the other sectors like Agriculture, Finance Disaster 
Management etc . 

Global Gender Gap Report 2021  

News Excerpt  

India has fallen 28 spots to rank 140 th among 156 countries on the World 
Economic Forumõs Global Gender Gap index. In 2020, India had ranked 
112 th among 153 countries on the index.  

Key finding of the report  

¶ Another generation of women must wait for gender parity as an extra 36 years are added to 
the time remaining to close the gender gap . 

¶ Despite progress in education and health, women face economic hurdles, declining political 
participation and workplace challenges.  
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¶ Progress towards gender parity is stalling in several large economies and industries. This is 
partly due to women being more frequently employed in sectors hardest hit by lockdowns 
combined with the additional pressures of providing care at home.  

¶ The deterioration in 2021 is partly attributed to a widening political gender gap in several 
large population countries. De spite over half of the 156 indexed countries registering an 
improvement, women still hold only 26.1% of parliamentary seats and 22.6% of ministerial 
positions worldwide. On its current trajectory, the political gender gap is expected to take 
145.5 years to  close, compared to 95 years in the 2020 edition of the report, an increase of 
over 50%.  

¶ The economic gender gap has seen only a marginal improvement since the 2020 edition 
and is expected to take another 267.6 years to close. The slow progress is due to o pposing 
trends ð while the proportion of women among skilled professionals continues to increase, 
income disparities persist and few women are represented in managerial positions.  

¶ Although these findings are sobering, gender gaps in education and health ar e nearly 
closed. In education, while 37 countries have reached gender parity, it will take another 
14.2 years to completely close this gap due to slowing progress. In health, over 95% of this 
gender gap has been closed, registering a marginal decline since  last year.  

COVID -19õs impact on women 

ü The pandemic has had a more negative impact on women than men, with women losing 
jobs at higher rates (5% vs 3.9% among men, International Labour Organization), partly 
due to their disproportionate representation in s ectors directly disrupted by lockdowns, 
such as the consumer sector. Data from the United States also indicates that women from 
historically disadvantaged racial and ethnic groups are worst affected.  

ü Womenõs representation in emerging jobs Sectors with historically low representation of 
women are also those with fast -growing òjobs of tomorrowó. In cloud computing, for 
example, women make up 14% of the workforce; in engineering, 20%; and in data and 
artificial intelligence, 32%; and it is more difficult for women to switch into these emerging 
roles than men.  

Region wise analysis of report  

The five most improved countries in the overall index in 2021 are Lithuania, Serbia, Timor -
Leste, Togo and United Arab Emirates, having narrowed their gender gaps by at leas t 4.4 
percentage points or more. Timor -Leste and Togo also managed to close their economic gap by 
at least 17 full percentage points in the year. Three new countries have been assessed this year 
for the first time: Afghanistan (156th), Guyana (53rd) and Ni ger (138th).  

V Western Europe  continues to be the best -performing region and has further improved, 
with 77.6% of its overall gender gap now closed. At this rate, it will take 52.1 years to close 
the gender gap.  

V North America  (76.4%), comprising Canada and th e United States, is the most improved 
region, with an increase of almost 3.5%. As a result, it will take 61.5 years to close the 
gender gap here. A significant part of this yearõs progress is related to improvements in the 
political gender gap, having narr owed from 18.4% to 33.4%.  

V Latin America and the Caribbean  (72.1%) has seen 15 of the 25 countries in the region 
improving their overall scores.  

V Eastern Europe and Central Asia  (71.2%) lags behind Western Europe not only on the 
proportion closed but also on the pace of progress. As such, the estimated time to close the 
gender gap is 134.7 years, more than twice that of Western Europe (52.1 years).  

V East Asia and thePacific  (68.9% ) is one of the three most -improved regions, having 
narrowed its gender gaps on three of the four sub -indexes (economic, education, health) 
but regressing on the political gender gap. On its current trajectory, it will take another 
165.1 years to completel y close the gap, almost 30 years longer than the global average.  

V South Asia  is the second -lowest performer, with 62.3% of its overall gender gap closed and 
progress going into reverse in the past year. A decline of 3.8 percentage points means that 
it is no w expected to take 195.4 years to close the gender gap.  

V The Middle East and North Africa  region continues to have the largest gender gap (39.1%) 
yet to be closed. Despite a slight improvement (+0.5 percentage points), progress is slow, 
and it will take 142 .4 years to close the gender gap.  

India Specific  


























































































































































































