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ABOUT CURRENT CONNECT  

 

It gives us immense pleasure to present an innovative approach to master 
current affairs. Current is a passing wind and diverse issues happen at the 

same time. It is to an extent chaotic. Newspapers, magazines and various 
other sources report the chaos per se. With our experience of current affairs 
we have tried to give òthe currentó a medium to travel. It is the syllabus of 

the UPSC with their components that are the medium through  which the 
"Current is Passedó to the readers. Ever since the new syllabus of the UPSC 

came into existence, current has been gaining  significance both at prelims as 
well as mains examination. This  book is meant to cover  current affairs and 
related questions arising from those events. We have not only covered  the 

current events for their factual contents but also presented it in such a way 
that any  question asked from that topic gets covered. Moreov er, topics are 
also "peppered" with  the relevant facts/key concepts that are related to the 

theme.  We have also given questions for practice both, subjective and 
objective, so that  candidates are oriented to the examination mode. It is a 

collection coverin g myriad source  yet in a manageable size.  To use this book 
we recommend you to master the components of general studies (GS)  syllabus 
as broken into rows and columns (provided in the beginning after preface). 

Each  cell comprising of the portion of GS becom es the connect for the current 
and every news  subsequently covered guides the reader to the address of the 

syllabus. It is logical to  expect that same issue may be connected to more 
than one topic of the syllabus.  Further, the news also has some additional  
vistas opened for the readers by adding a box  with a title òPEPPER IT WITH ó 

where we expect the students to build further around the  theme.  

We are also trying to reach the remotest part of the country with our spirit 
and zeal of òMains Answer Writingó, which has been admired by students, CSE 
rankholders and other scholars. Continuing in line with the effort, we have 

started with programs like 7 Question (7Q) Challenge, Shell Points, Stock 
Points, Content Enrichment Booklet etc.  

When it comes to evaluatio n, we are altogether at a different level. We are also 

reaching every nook and corner with this expertise for the aspirants of CSE. 
Now you can write a Mains Answer and get it evaluated from our Expert Team 
and can get Feedback.   Drop a mail at  evaluation@ksgindia.com  for registering 

yourself in our race to perfection.  Donõt wait, itõs your golden chance to crack 
this exam and fulfill your passionate dream.   

Team KSG   

mailto:evaluation@ksgindia.com
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Right to be forgotten  

Delhi High Court  has been approached for  seeking directions to remove all the posts, videos, art icles, 

etc. from the internet, sensationalizing past life  of a person . The plea claims that the 'Rightto Be 

Forgotten' is an intrinsic part of the right to privacy.  

¶ Silence the  Past Events:  The Right to be Forgotten reflects the claim of an individual to have 
certain data (Information, Videos , Photographs etc .) deleted from certain internet records, for 

them to become untraceable.  

¶ The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019  was int roduced in Lok Sabha , which  seeks to provide 
for protection of personal data of individuals, and establishes a Data Protection Authority for the 

same.  

¶ The Bill governs the processing of personal data by: (i) government, (ii) companies incorporated 
in India, and (iii) foreign companies dealing with personal data of individuals in India.  

¶ Personal data is data which pertains to characteristics, traits or a ttributes of identity, 
which can be used to identify an individual . The Bill categorises certain personal data as 

sensitive personal data . This includes financial data, biometric data, caste, religious or political 

beliefs, or any other category of data sp ecified by the government, in consultation with the 

Authority and the concerned sectoral regulator.  

¶ A nine -judge bench of the Supreme Court in Puttuswamy v. Union of India  has declared that 
the right to privacy is a fundamental right protected under Part I II of the Constitution of India.  

ôRight to be Forgottenõ: Status In India 

¶ Legislative Overview: The Right to be Forgotten falls under the purview of an individualõs right 
to privacy, which is governed by the Personal Data Protection Bill that is yet to be  passed by 

Parliament.  

¶ Judicial Interpretation: In 2017, the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right by the 
Supreme  Court in its landmark verdict -òthe right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of 
the right to life and personal liberty u nder Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by 

Part III of the Constitutionó. 

What does the Personal Data Protection Bill say about the Right to be Forgotten?  

¶ Clause 20 under Chapter V of this draft bill titled òRights of Data Principaló mentions the òRight 
to be Forgotten.ó It states that the òdata principal (the person to whom the data is related) shall 

have the right to restrict or prevent the continuing disclosure of his personal data by a data 

fiduciaryó. 

¶ Therefore, broadly, under the Righ t to be forgotten, users can de -link, limit, delete or correct the 
disclosure of their personal information held by data fiduciaries.  

¶ A data fiduciary means any person, including the State, a company, any juristic entity or any 
individual who alone or in conjunction with others determines the purpose and means of 
processing of personal data.  

¶ Even so, the sensitivity of the personal data and information cannot be determined 
independently by the person concerned, but will be overseen by the Data Protection A uthority 

(DPA). This means that while the draft bill gives some provisions under which a data principal 

can seek that his data be removed, but his or her rights are subject to authorisation by the 
Adjudicating Officer who works for the DPA.  

¶ While assessing  the data principalõs request, this officer will need to examine the sensitivity of 
the personal data, the scale of disclosure, degree of accessibility sought to be restricted, role of 

the data principal in public life and the nature of the disclosure amon g some other variables.  

When the Right can be Exercised?  

In the right to privacy judgment, the Supreme Court had clarified that the recognition of this right 

òdoes not mean that all aspects of earlier existence are to be obliterated, as some may have a social 

ramificationó. 
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The apex court asserted that this right cannot be exercised where the information or data is 

necessary for: (1) exercising the right of freedom of expression and information; (2) compliance with 
legal obligations; (3) the performance of a task carried out in public interest, or public health; (4) 

archiving purposes in the public interest; (5) scientific or historical research purposes or statistical 

purposes; or (6) the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims.  

In the Jorawer  Singh Mundy case, the Delhi HC  also noted that where a court order is demanded 
to be taken down, the court will be required to examine the right to privacy of the petitioner on one 

hand, and the right to information of the public and maintenance of transp arency in judicial records 

on the other hand.  

Some Potential Challenges  

1.  Orders and Judgements are treated as public records and help other in building their 

arguments and opinions and is very much helpful for Judicial System  

2.  Technological Constraints and load to remove the information from the social network 

will be ever burgeoning  

3.  Overlap in Rights as Right to Privacy of an individual and be taken as against Right to 

Information for the public.  

4.  The law once made will still be open for Judicial Scrutiny  

Do other countries recognise the Right to be forgotten?  

In the European Union (EU), the right to be forgotten empowers individuals to ask organisations to 
delete their personal data. It is provided by the EUõs General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), a 

law  passed by the 28 -member bloc in 2018.  

Conclusion  

Right to be forgotten to establish well shall only be true once the Right to Privacy sinks well with the 

Indian democratic system. Albeit, it can be fairly established that the internet has a memory that 

can store almost everything about any entity and at times it can be unforgiving .It then becomes 
strenuous for an entity to turn a new leaf of life. The subsequent action of it being recognised as a 

right, there would be an arduous task of maintaining the balance between Individual right and 

Public rights at large. The courts have been burdened enough because of the incessant challenges 

of the overlaps of Rights and other Principles over rights. A win -win accord would entail Apex courtõs 

guidelines and taki ng this as base Parliament can have discussion and come out with the law.  

 

By Chandramouli Sir  
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POLITY  

Laws covering surveillance in India  

News Excerpt  

In response to the finding by a global collaborative investigative project that Israeli 

spyware Pegasus was used to target at least 300 individuals in India, the 

government has claimed that all interception in India takes place lawfully.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Surveillance means close observation of a person or groups especially the one who are under 
suspicion or the act or observing or the condition of being observed. Being a developing country, 
India has brought several changes into its policies on Information Technology and still a lot more 

changes need to be done.  

¶ Communication surveillance in India takes pl ace primarily under two laws ñ the Telegraph Act, 
1885 and the Information Technology Act, 2000.  

¶ Telegraph Act deals with interception of calls, the IT Act was enacted to deal with surveillance of 
all electronic communication, following the Supreme Courtõs intervention in 1996.  

¶ A comprehensive data protection law to address the gaps in existing frameworks for surveillance 
is yet to enacted.  

Application of the Telegraph Act, 1885  

ü Section 5(2) of the Telegraph Act reads  as: òOn the occurrence 
of any public emergency, or in the interest of the public safety, 
the Central Government or a State Government or any officer 
specially authorised in this behalf by the Central Government or 
a State Government may, if satisfied that it is necessary or 
expedient so to do in the interests of the sovereignty and 
integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations 
with foreign states or public order or for 
preventing incitement to the commission of 
an offence, for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, by order, direct that any message 
or class of messages to or from any person 
or class of persons, or relating to any 
particular subject, brought for 
transmission b y or transmitted or received 
by any telegraph, shall not be transmitted, 
or shall be intercepted or detained, or shall 
be disclosed to the Government making the 
order or an officer thereof mentioned in the 
orderéó 

ü Under this law, the government can 

intercept calls only in certain situations ñ 
the interests of the sovereignty and 

integrity of India, the security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states or public order, 

or for preventing incitement to the commission of an offence. These are  the same restrictions 

imposed on free speech under Article 19(2) of the Constitution.  

ü Significantly, even these restrictions can be imposed only when there is a condition precedent 

ñ the occurrence of any public emergency, or in the interest of public saf ety.  

ü Additionally, a proviso in Section 5(2) states that even this lawful interception cannot take place 
against journalists. òProvided that press messages intended to be published in India of 
correspondents accredited to the Central Government or a State Government shall not be 
intercepted or detained, unless their transmission has been prohibited under this sub -section.ó 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient features of the 

Telegraph Act, 1885 

and the Information 

Technology Act, 2000  
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Observations have been made by the Supreme Court  

V In Public Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of India (1996) , Supreme Court pointed out  lack 

of procedural safeguards in the provisions of the Telegraph Act and laid down certain guidelines 

for interceptions. A public interest litigation was filed in the wake of the report on òTapping of 

politicians phonesó by the CBI. 

V The court noted that a uthorities engaging in interception were not even maintaining adequate 

records and logs on interception. Among the guidelines issued by the court were setting up a 

review committee that can look into authorisations made under Section 5(2) of the Telegraph 

Act.  

V The court said , òTapping is a serious invasion of an individualõs privacy. With the growth of 

highly sophisticated communication technology, the right to sold telephone conversation, in the 

privacy of oneõs home or office without interference, is increasingly susceptible to abuse. It is no 
doubt correct that every Government, howsoever democratic, exercises some degree of sub -rosa 

operation as a part of its intelligence outfit but at the same time citizenõs right to privacy has to 

be protected from bei ng abused by, she authorities of the day .ó  

V The Supreme Courtõs guidelines formed the basis of introducing Rule 419A in the Telegraph 
Rules in 2007 and later in the rules prescribed under the IT Act in 2009.  

V Rule 419A states that a Secretary to the Governm ent of India in the Ministry of Home Affairs can 

pass orders of interception in the case of Centre, and a secretary -level officer who is in -charge 

of the Home Department can issue such directives in the case of a state government. In 
unavoidable circumstan ces, Rule 419A adds, such orders may be made by an officer, not below 

the rank of a Joint Secretary to the Government of India, who has been duly authorised by the 

Union Home Secretary or the state Home Secretary.  

Application of the Information Technology Act, 2000  

Á Section 69 of the Information Technology Act and the Information Technology (Procedure for 

Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules, 2009 were 
enacted to further the legal framework for electronic surveillance.  

Á Under the IT Act, all electronic transmission of data can be intercepted. So, for a Pegasus -like 

spyware to be used lawfully, the government would have to invoke both the IT Act and the 

Telegraph Act.  

Á Apart from the restrictions provided in Section 5(2) o f the Telegraph Act and Article 19(2) of the 

Constitution, Section 69 the IT Act adds another aspect that makes it broader ñ interception, 

monitoring and decryption of digital information òfor the investigation of an offenceó. 

Á Significantly, it dispenses w ith the condition precedent set under the Telegraph Act that requires 

òthe occurrence of public emergency of the interest of public safetyó which widens the ambit of 

powers under the law.  

Do other countries have stricter laws against surveillance?  

 This con tinues to be a grey area around the world. Take the U.S. for example. Electronic 
surveillance is considered a search under the Fourth Amendment which protects individuals 

from unreasonable search and seizure. Thus, the government has to obtain a warrant fr om a 

court in each case and crucially, establish probable cause to believe a search is justified. It also 

has to provide a specific time period under which the surveillance is to be conducted and to 

describe in particularity the conversation that is to be intercepted. There are very few exceptions, 
or exigent circumstances under which the government may proceed without a warrant.  

 After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, the USA PATRIOT (Uniting and Strengthening America by 

Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Int ercept and Obstruct Terrorism) Act was passed. 

Under certain provisions in this Act, the U.S. government used phone companies to collect 
information on millions of citizens and these were part of revelations made by the whistleblower 

Edward Snowden in 2013 . Many aspects of the PATRIOT Act, particularly those involving 

surveillance, were to lapse after a certain time period but they were re -authorised by Congress. 
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Itõs an issue the U.S. still struggles with and several rights groups argue that the Act violates the 

Constitution.  

Identifying the loopholes in the laws  

o In 2012, the Planning Commission and the Group of Experts on Privacy Issues headed by former 

Delhi High Court Chief Justice A P Shah were tasked with identifying the gaps in laws affecting 

privacy.  

o On surveillance, the committee pointed out divergence in laws on permitted grounds, òtype of 
interceptionó, ògranularity of information that can be interceptedó, the degree of assistance from 

service providers, and the òdestruction and retentionó of intercepted material, according to a 

report by the Centre for Internet & Society.  

Conclusion  

Although the grounds of selecting a person for surveillance and extent of information gathering has 

to be recorded in writing, the wide reach of these laws has not been  tested in court against the 
cornerstone of fundamental rights. The government is accountable for protecting constitutionally 

guaranteed rights; therefore, cybersecurity breaches need an independent inquiry. India 

immediately needs to enact a data protectio n law that upholds the constitutional right to privacy. 

The current surveillance laws already provide conditions under which surveillance is permissible; 

however, the IT Rules that misconstrue the lawõs objectives need to be revoked. Surveillance 

technolog ies that are invasive beyond reasonable limits, like Pegasus, should be banned. Reforms 
are also required to ensure judicial oversight over public agencies.  

Issue of Caste Census  

News Excerpt  

There is a saying about Bihar politics. Voters donõt cast their votes; they vote their 

caste. Now, two principal parties of Bihar have brought the issue of caste census 

to the Centre. Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar asserted that his strong pitch for 

a caste -based census was driven by òsocialó, and ònot politicaló, concerns.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner, under Ministry of Home Affairs.  

¶ Shri Vivek Joshi, IAS of the Haryana cadre and 1989 batch is the current Regi strar General and 
Census Commissioner of India.  

¶ Census is a way of dispersing information based on the demographic, socio -cultural and 
economic data after an interval of ten years.  

¶ Census is the process of collecting details and authentic information about  the population 
growth or the growth of the economy. It also provides information on the mortality and fertility 

rate, languages as well.  

¶ Census in India started from the year 1830 and the latest census was held in 2011.  

¶ The first continuous or synchronous  census started in the year 1881 and then followed a 10 -
year cycle. It was under the leadership of W.C Plowden, who was the Census commissioner of 

India.  

¶ The first census of Independent India was conducted in 1951, and the latest census to be 
conducted was  of 2011.  

¶ òOur Census - Our Futureó is the Slogan of Census 2021. As the census shapes political 
structures, economic decisions, development goals, delaying the 2021 census will have its costs.  

What kind of caste data is published in the Census?  

ü Every Cens us in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data 

on caste.  
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ü However, in 1941, caste -based data was collected but not published. This  was during World War 

II.  

ü In the absence of such a census, 

there is no proper estimate for 

the population of OBCs, various 

groups within the OBCs, and 
others. The Mandal Commission 

estimated the OBC population at 

52%, some other estimates have 

been based on National Sample 

Survey data, and political parties 

make their own estimates in 
states and Lok Sabha and 

Assembly seats during elections.  

How often has the demand for a 
caste census been made?  

V It comes up before almost every Census, as records of debates  and questions raised in Parliament 
show.  

V Besides ruling and the opposition political 

parties from Bihar, and the Maharashtra 
Assembly which passed a resolution on 

January 8 urging the Centre to hold a 

caste -based Census in 2021.  

V The constitutional body National 
Commission for Backward Classes urged 

the government to collect data on the 

population of OBCs òas part of Census of India 2021 exerciseó, as reported by The Indian 

Express.  

The Perplexing Questions  

Á In 2010, then Law Minister wrote to the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh calling for 
collection of caste/community data in Census 2011.  The Issues of òThere is a Central list of 

OBCs and State -specific list of OBCs. Some States do not have a list of OBCs; some States have 

a list of OBCs and a sub -set called Most Backward Classesó also came to fore. 

Á The Registrar General has also pointed out that there are certain open -ended categories in the 
lists such as orphans and destitute children. Names of some castes are found in both the list of 

Scheduled Ca stes and list of OBCs. Scheduled Castes converted to Christianity or Islam are also 

treated differently in different States. The status of a migrant from one State to another and the 

status of children of inter -caste marriage, in terms of caste classificat ion, are also vexed 

questions.ó 

Á A full -fledged Socio -Economic Caste Census (SECC)  was conducted: With an approved cost of 

Rs 4,893.60 crore, the SECC was conducted by the Ministry of Rural Development in rural areas 

and the Ministry of Housing & Urban Pove rty Alleviation in urban areas. The SECC data 

excluding caste data was finalised and published by the two ministries in 2016.  

Á The raw caste data was handed over to the Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment, which formed an 

Expert Group under former NITI Aayog Vice -Chairperson 

for classification and categorisation of data . 

Á The report of a Parliamentary Committee on Rural 

Development presented to the Lok Sabha Speaker on 

August 31, 2016, noted about SECC: òThe data has been examined and 98.87 per cent data on 
individualsõ caste and religion is error free. ORGI has noted incidence of errors in respect of 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Delimitation Commission, 

Registrar General and Census 

Commissioner of India  
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1,34,77,030 individuals out of total SECC population of 118 ,64,03,770. States have been 

advised to take corrective measures.ó 

Á This time, the demand is that castes be enumerated as part of Census 2021 itself. SECC has the 

potential to allow for a mapping of inequalities at a broader level.  

How can SECC be differentiated from Census?  

While SECC is a tool to identify the beneficiaries based on some parameters, census is a 

population quantifier.   

Conclusion  

A caste -based census is against the idea of a casteless society envisaged by leaders like Babasaheb 

Amb edkar in the Constitution and will weaken ongoing efforts to create social harmony.  Caste is an 

emotional entity in the Indian Political setup and their enumeration can create hard identities.  

New Ministry of Co -operation  

News Excerpt  

The government anno unced the creation of a new ministry, named the Ministry of 

Cooperation to realise the vision of ôSahkar se Samriddhiõ or prosperity through 
cooperatives.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ This ministry will provide a separate administrative, legal and policy framework for 
strengthening the 

cooperative movement in 

the country.  

¶ It will help deepen Co -
operatives as a true 

people -based movement 

reaching upto the 

grassroots.  

¶ In our country, a Co -
operative based 

economic development 

model is very relevant 

where each member 

works with a spirit of 
responsibility. With t his 

new ministry, there are 

41 ministries at present 

in the Government of 

India.  

¶ The Ministry will work to 
streamline processes for 

ôEase of doing businesses for co-operatives and enable development of Multi -State Co -operatives 

(MSCS).  

¶ The Central Governm ent has signalled its deep commitment to community based developmental 
partnership. Creation of a separate Ministry for Co -operation also fulfils the budget 

announcement made by the finance minister.  

Formation of the new ministries  

ü A ministry in the Government of India essentially overlooks one subject and comprises employed 

officials such as civil servants who oversee its functioning. Most major ministries are headed by 

a Cabinet Minister.  

The 97th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2011 gave a 

constitutional status and protection to co -operative societies. In 

this context, it made the following threechanges in the 

constitution:  

× It made the right to form co -operative societies a 

fundamental right (Article 19).  

× It included a new Directive Pri nciple of State Policy on 

promot ion of co -operative societies (Article 43 -B).  

× It added a new Part IX -B in the Co nstitution which is entitled 

òThe Co-operative Societiesó (Articles 243-ZH to 243 -ZT). 

Recently, s upreme court struck down certain provisions of the 

Constitution (97th Amendmen t) Act, 2011 in so far as it 

introduced clauses dealing with the working of cooperative 

societies working within a state, saying the subject matter fell in 

the state list and òbelongs wholly and exclusively to the State 

legislatures to legislate uponó and any change would require the 

ratification by at least one -half of the state legislatures as per 

Article 368(2) of the Constitution.  
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ü Cumulatively, all cabinet ministers, ministers of state and t he ministers of state who have an 

independent charge are called the ôCouncil of Ministersõ that aids the Prime Minister in 
governance. Some ministries also have subdivisions that are called departments.  

ü Ministries or departments are created by the Presiden t on advice of the Prime Minister under 

the Government of India (Allocation of Business Rules) 1961, which is part of Article 77 of the 

Constitution.  

ü Under these rules, each ministry is assigned a minister by the President on the advice of the 

Prime Minist er. Each department in the ministry is generally under the charge of a civil servant 

or official who assists the minister on policy matters and general administration.  

ü The Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for coordination, smooth transaction of business and 

decision -making among ministries and departments and is under the direct charge of the PM.  

ü Under the 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003, the total number of ministers in the 
Council of Ministers, including the PM, cannot exceed 15 per cent of the total members of the 

Lok Sabha. At present, the Lok Sabha has 543 members and 15 per cent of that is approximately 

81.  

What are cooperatives?  

V According to the International Co -operative Alliance, cooperatives are people -centred enterprises 

owned, controlled and run by and for their members to realise their common economic, social, 
and cultural needs and aspirations.  

V In India, a cooperative society can be formed under provisions of the Co -operative Societies Act, 

1912. The provisions state that at l east 10 people above 18 years, having the capacity to enter 

into a contract with common economic objectives, such as farming and weaving among others, 
can form a cooperative society.  

V As the legislation indicates, the history of cooperatives in India can be  divided into two phases 

ñ the pre -Independence era and the post -Independence era.  

V British India first enacted the Cooperative Credit Societies Act, 1904. In 1919, cooperation 

became a provincial subject and provinces were authorised to make their own coo perative laws 

under the Montague -Chelmsford Reforms.  

V In 1942, the British government enacted the Multi -Unit Cooperative Societies Act, intended to 

cover such societies whose operations extended to more than one province.  

V Post-Independence in 1958, the National Development Council (NDC) 
recommended a national policy on cooperatives with the setting up of 

co-operative marketing societies. In 1984, Parliament enacted the 

Multi -State Cooperative Societies Act to declutter different laws 

governing the same types of societies.  

V In 2002, a National Policy on Cooperatives was announced to support the promotion and 

development of cooperatives.  

Conclusion  

Good governance entails the substitut ion of politics , which is what democracy is all about , with 

management. It seeks to insulate policy -making from the chaotic pressures of democracy.India is in 

the throes of a fierce passion for governance. Not just any governance but ômaximum governanceõ, 
preferably in a combo with ôminimum governmentõ. We are the only country in the world that 

officially celebrates Christmas as ôGood Governance Dayõ. Nobody speaks of the need for a good 

government anymore ð only good governance.  

Inter -State Water Dispute  

News Excerpt  

Tension continued to prevail at Srisailam and NagarjunaSagar (NSP) projects as 

efforts by the Andhra Pradesh government to stop Telangana from drawing water 
for power generation met with little success . 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Part III , Part I V and 

Part IX  of the 

Constitution  
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Constitutional Provisions  

Article 262 of  the Constitution provides for the adjudication of interstatewater disputes. It makes 

two provisions:  

¶ Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with respect to 
the use, distribution and control of waters of any inter -state river and river valley.  

¶ Parliament may also provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to exercise 
jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint.  

¶ Under this provision, the Parliament has enacted two laws [the River Boards Act (1956) and the 
Inter -State Water Disputes Act (1956)].  

¶ The River Boards Act provides for the establishment of river boards for the regulation and 
development of Inter -state River and river valleys. A river board is established by the Central 

governmen t on the request of the state governments concerned to advise them.  

¶ The Inter -State Water Disputes Act empowers the Central government to set up an ad hoc 
tribunal for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more states in relation to the waters of 

an  inter -state river or river valley. The decision of the tribunal would be final and binding on the 

parties to the dispute.  

¶ Neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to have jurisdiction in respect of any water 
dispute which may be referred to such a tribunal under this Act.  

The need for an extra judicial machinery  to settle inter -state waterdisputes is as follows: òThe 

Supreme Court would indeed have jurisdiction to decide any dispute between states in 

connection with water supplies, if legal rights  or interests are concerned; but the experience 
of most countries has shown that rules of law based upon the analogy of private proprietary 

interests in water do not afford a satisfactory basis for settling disputes between the states 

where the interests o f the public at large in the proper use of water supplies are involved.ó 

Critical Corners  

ü The constitutional division of powers with respect to water is another issue. Water is listed as 

Entry 17 under List II  (State List)  of the Seventh Schedule  but is su bject to Entry 56 under 
List I  (Union List) , which confers powers on the Union government to regulate and develop 

interstate rivers.  

ü In the initial years of single party dominance, the negligence by the Union government in carving 

its definitive role ð some called it òwilful abdication of its roleó ð has led to the states assuming 
unfettered and exclusive powers over the governance of river water.  

ü An outcome of this is the increasing resistance of states to any attempt by the Centre to assert 

its role.  

ü Institutions like Central Water Commission and Central Ground Water Board are perceived 

increasingly as irrelevant. States pursue their respective territorial visions of water resource 

development with little or no appreciation for the cumulative impact, w ith adverse implications 

to national water security.  

How is the water shared between the Telangana and Andhra Pradesh?  

V The 1,400 -km Krishna River flows east, from 

Mahabaleshwar in Maharashtra to the Bay of 

Bengal. It passes through Maharashtra, 

Karnataka,  Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, 

forming a part of the border between the latter two.  

V To streamline water -sharing between the states, 

the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) was 

set up in 1969, in keeping with the Inter -State 

River Dispute Act, 1956.  

V In 1 976, the states entered into an agreement to 

divide the estimated 2,060 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) of Krishna water into three parts 
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ñ 560 tmc feet for Maharashtra, 700 for Karnataka, and roughly 800 for erstwhile Andhra 

Pradesh.  

V The agreement was  signed on two schemes ñ the first was to share available water based on 75 

per cent dependability, while the other recommended ways to share the surplus water.  

V At the time of Andhraõs bifurcation in 2014, the 

water resources ministry extended the duratio n 

of the KWDT. Andhra Pradesh has asked that 

Telangana be included as a separate party at the 

KWDT. It has demanded allocation of the river 

water to be reworked among four states, instead 
of the existing three.  

V In 2014, the two Telugu states agreed to spli t the 

water on a temporary or ad hoc basis in a 66:34 

ratio.  

V Both states have projects constructed on either 

side of the river, on the common reservoirs.  

V All projects on the Krishna ñ Jurala, NagarjunaSagar, Pulichintala and Srisailam ñ were built 

when t he states were one.  

V Down the Srisailam reservoir is the Pothireddypadu head regulator from which Rayalaseema in 
Andhra Pradesh gets water.  

V The maintenance of the Srisailam and Pulichintala projects, and the Prakasam barrage, are 

under Andhra, according to the Andhra government, while Telangana claims to look after the 

NagarjunaSagar and Jurala projects.  

V During bifurcation, the central government constituted an ôapex councilõ to supervise the 

functioning of the Godavari River Management Board and the Krishna  River Management Board.  

V The council consists of the Union Minister of Water Resources and chief ministers of respective 

states.  

Why have matters come to a head?  

Á The water of the Srisailam reservoir ñ which is the main storage for river water between the two 

states ñ has turned out to be a major warring point.  

Á Andhra Pradesh government wrote to the centre , protesting against Telanganaõs use of the 

Srisailam reservoir water from 1 June for power generation.  

Á Andhra Pradesh government  complained that the riva l state was generating power below 834 
feet, which is the Minimum draw down Level (MDDL) for producing electricity.  

Á Andhra Pradesh government  said Telangana had not taken the approval of the Krishna River 

Management Board (KRMB) before going ahead with its  plans.  

Á This autonomous body under the central governmentõs purview was set up when the states split. 

The boardõs aim was to regulate the Krishna basin water supply to projects in both states. 

Á Andhra Pradesh government alleged that Telanganaõshydel project is not allowing water levels to 

rise in the Srisailam reservoir.  

Á For Andhra Pradesh to give water to the Rayalaseema region , the water level here needs to be 

around 881 feet.  

Á Although most chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh , including pre -bifurcation , have been from 

Rayalaseema, the region has remained relatively underdeveloped and under -watered.   

Á Under the Telugu Ganga Project, water from Srisailam reservoir is also sent to Chennai.  

Á Andhra also believes water used for hydel projects is ultimately wasted as  it flows into the Bay 

of Bengal.  

Á But Telangana has said it will never stop generating power, adding that the KRMB has no right 

to object because there were no agreements between the states on hydel power generation.  
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Á The Telangana government said it needed  the hydel energy to power its Nettempadu, Bheema, 

Koilsagar and Kalwakurthy lift irrigation projects.  

Way Forward  

 There has to be clearly articulated policy intent. The National Water Policy has to declare the 

creation and nurturing of an ecosystem for in terstate river water cooperation as one of its 

priorities, and enunciate specific steps towards setting the process in motion.  

 Indian politics will have to build a political consensus, at the core of which will be how the Union 
government re positions itsel f. The political process has to redefine the existing Centre -state 

division of powers in terms of functional and operational responsibilities required to pursue the 

ambitious plans and programmes. In other words, the water agenda has to be elevated for a 

federal consensus, say, along the lines of the GST reforms.  

 The idea of building federal consensus for water reforms is not entirely new. Forums like the 

National Water Resources Council, the National Development Council have existed but failed, 

chiefly be cause of their inability to assuage states about their neutrality.  

 Development of strong and resilient institutional models for interstate coordination, primarily to 

give effect to any interstate project, programme or agreement. A River Basin Management Bill 

2018 proposes to replace the River Boards Act 1956. It is unlikely that these institutional 

authorities will be effective without a consensus on the roles of the C entre and states (some of 

which have already resisted the move), and the operational domain of river basin authorities. 

The bill does not build on such a consensus, and instead assumes representation of states as 
sufficient to make the institutions work. A n enduring and empowered deliberative forum, such 

as the Interstate Council, will enable such consensus building and evolution of collaborative 

solutions. The Interstate Council has been ill -conceived as a department of the executive, instead 

of as an inst itution at par with other institutions serving key constitutional functions.  

 Pursuing an effective strategy for interstate river water disputes resolution. This requires a 

course correction. Deliberative approaches were integral to tribunalsõ adjudication of the 

disputes, but subsequent amendments to the Act turned 

these tribunals into courts that increasingly rely on 

adversarial litigations. This is one of the reasons for extended 
delays in implementing the tribunalsõ decisions. The 

tribunalsõ adjudication process needs to be reviewed. The 

Supreme Courtõs decision last year modifying the Cauvery 

Water Dispute Tribunalõs order was just another instance of continued reliance on litigatory 

approaches. Extending the Supreme Courtõs jurisdiction opens up additional layers of judicial 
litigation.  

Conclusion  

Several practical reasons necessitate this revisiting of interstate river water governance with 

particular focus on Centre -state relations. The country has set ambitious plans, with both 

development and conservation goals, and these depend on strong and reliable interstate river water 

cooperation. Besides the conventional supply augmentation, the development projects include 

proposed inland waterways over 105 national waterways. The interlinking of rivers , though much 
contested, has received patronage from consecutive governments ð yet could not make much 

headway, partly due to the hurdles of interstate coordination.  

The flagship programme of Ganga rejuvenation is a response to the intensely stressed river  
ecosystems. It has received unprecedented attention and investments but the tenuous Centre -state 

and interstate relations remain unaddressed.  

Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary  

News Excerpt  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Water Stress, River Linking 

Project, Himalayan and 

Peninsular rivers  
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With several courts still functioning on ren ted premises, the Union Cabinet approved a five -year 

extension for a centrally sponsored scheme for developing infrastructure for the judiciary .  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary 
has been in operation since 1993 -94.  

¶ Though the primary responsibility of infrastructure development for the subordinate judiciary 
rests with the state governments, the Central government through the scheme augments the 

resources of states for the construc tion of court buildings and residential quarters for judicial 

officers in all the states and UTs.  

¶ The Cabinet also approved a proposal to support Gram Nyayalayas by providing recurring and 
non -recurring grants for a period of 5 years with a total outlay of  Rs 50 crore.  

¶ Funds will be released to states only after the notified Gram Nyayalayas are operationalised and 
Nyayadhikaris appointed and reported on the Gram Nyayalaya portal of Department of Justice .  

The major activities of the Scheme  

ü The present proposal provides for additional activities like construction of lawyer halls, toilets 

complexes and digital computer rooms. This will add to 

the convenience of lawyers and litigants besides 

reducing digital divide.  

ü The Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 that came into force 

from 2 October 2009was enacted for establishment of 

Gram Nyayalayas for speedy and easy access to justice 

system in the rural areas of India.  

ü A scheme of central assistance was f ormulated simultaneously to fund the initial cost in terms 

of non -recurring expenses for setting up of these courts with the assistance limited to Rs. 18.00 

lakhs per Gram Nyayalaya as a one -time 

measure.  

ü Central Government also decided to 

bear 50% of the  recurring expenses of 

these courts subject to a ceiling of Rs. 

3.2 lakhs per court per annum during 
the first threeyears of their operations.  

ü Thirteen states have implemented this 

scheme by notifying 455Gram 

Nyayalayas out of which 226 are 
functional.  

Categorization o f Infrastructure: The 

definition of infrastructure for the purpose 

of court premises can be comprised as:  

V The physical infrastructure of the 

courts is in a pathetic condition 

considering the state of court premises 

which were built earlier, they lack basic 
facilities like toilets, or even if the toilets 

are built they are not cleaned on a 

regular basis and may  cause gut 

infections, lung and skin diseases, 

sexually transmitted diseases etc., 
facility of crèche for the women judicial 

officers or litigants because of which 

theyõre forced to leave their infants either with some relative or hire a babysitter as a consequence 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Subordinate Courts, National 

Legal Services Authority , 

Family Courts , LokAdalats  

Moni toring of the Scheme  
× An on -line monitoring system has been set up 

by the Department of Justice enabling data 

collection on progress, completion of court 

halls and residential units under construction 

as well as better asset management.  

× Department of Justic e has developed an online 

monitoring system with technical assistance 

from ISRO. The upgraded òNyaya Vikas-2.0ó 

web portal and mobile application is used for 

monitoring physical and financial progress of 

CSS judicial infrastructure projects by geo -

tagging completed and ongoing projects. 

Quarterly review meetings are held with the 

representatives of all States/UTs and High 

Courts to review the status of implementation 

of projects.  

× Regular State level meetings of the Monitoring 

Committee are held by various H igh Courts, 

States with State Chief Secretaries and PWD 

officials to enable speedy and good 

construction.  

 

 

The Gram Nyayalaya Portal helps online monitoring of 

working of the Gram Nyayalayas by the implementing 

states. 
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of which the babies are not looked after efficiently, some of the court rooms even lack adequate 

lightening causing problems for the judges as well as lawyers.  

V The personnel infrastructure of the courts requires ample number of judges, which is o ne the 

major problems faced by the subordinate courts in India, the lack of insufficient number of 

judges cause backlogging of cases, delay in justice, problems caused to under trials etc. With 

Indiaõs population being 1.2 billion there should be 60,000 ju dges while the sanctioned strength 
is less than 25,000.  

V The digital infrastructure includes the facilities like websites of courts inclusive of the 

information regarding the status of cases, mobile applications which may inform the people 

about their right s and other information regarding the functioning of the courts and other 
essential information. The digitization has become an important aspect of every industry in the 

world which focuses on the improvement of customer satisfaction and leveraging data fo r better 

decision making. The legal services may gain immensely by the digitalization.  

Analytica  

Á There is a persistent lack of infrastructural development in the judiciary, especially the 

subordinate courts. This problem can be more efficiently be understo od if one studies it in 
regards of the persons with physical disabilities, illiterates, women, senior citizen and trans -

genders.  

Á Some of the court premises are well equipped and well designed, whereas, most of them lack the 

basic facilities such as the pr ovisions of signage, directions, maps etc. for blind or general people, 
moreover to it, the entry and exit points are not well -managed, leading to crowds.  

Á As one moves towards the rural area from the urban areas the infrastructure of the court 

worsens.  

Á Basic necessities such as clean washrooms, access to water, seating arrangement, adequate 

lightening is badly neglected.  

Á At the end, it is important to note that being modern -day courts such infrastructural standard 

should be maintained as they play a vita l role in enhancing the functioning of a court. The 

judicial infrastructure such be given priority and proper budget should be granted for the same.  

Conclusion  

Adequacy of judicial infrastructure is critical for reduction of pendency and backlog of cases i n 

Courts. The CSS Scheme will increase the availability of well -equipped Court Halls and Residential 
Accommodations for Judicial Officers of District and Subordinate Courts all over the country. The 

courts are also being provided with better amenities enab ling win -win situation for both the judiciary 

and the lawyers and also to ease of living of common man. Setting up of digital computer rooms will 

also improve digital capabilities and give impetus to the digitization initiation being pursued as a 

part of I ndiaõs Digital India vision. This will help in improving the overall functioning and 

performance of the Judiciary. Continued assistance to the Gram Nyayalayas will also give impetus 
to providing speedy, substantial and affordable justice to the common man at his door step.  

Issue of Director of inquiry in Lokpal  

News Excerpt  

The Lokpal, the apex body to inquire and investigate graft complaints against 

public functionaries, came into being with the appointment of its chairperson and 

members in March 2019.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The term Lokpal was coined in 1963 but it was not until January 2014 that the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas , Act came into force. It was more than five years later, in March 2019, that the first 
chairperson and members of the Lokpal were appointed.  

¶ According to the Act, the Lokpal shall, by a notification, constitute a prosecution wing headed 
by the Director of Prosecution for the purpose of prosecution of guilty public servants.  
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¶ According to the Lokpal Act, the Director of 
Prosecution shall, after ha ving been so 

directed by the Lokpal, file a case in 

accordance with the findings of investigation 
report, before the special court and take all 

necessary steps in respect of the prosecution 

of public servants in relation to any offence 

punishable under the  Prevention of 

Corruption Act, 1988.  

¶ According to the law, the Lokpal shall also 
constitute an Inquiry Wing headed by the 

Director of Inquiry for the purpose of 

conducting preliminary inquiry into any 

offence alleged to have been committed by a 
public ser vant punishable under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.  

¶ According to provisions contained under Section 20 (1) (b) of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 
2013, complaints in respect of public servants belonging to groups A, B, C or D are referred by 

the Lokpal to the CVC for a preliminary inquiry.  

Highlights  

ü Of the 12 complaints received in the first three months of the ongoing fiscal, eight were against 

Group A or B officials and four were against chairperson/  member/officer/employee in any 

body/board/co rporation/authority/compan y/society/trust/autonomous body  wholly or 

partially financed by the Central government or controlled by it, according to the Lokpal data.  

ü The data showed that two complaints were closed after a preliminary examination and three 

complaints seeking preliminary inquiry were pending with the CVC.  

ü A status report from the CBI is pending in one complaint, showed the data for 2021 -22 (up to 
June 2021), without mentioning further details.  

ü Almost six years after the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Ac t, 2013, were signed into law, several key 

provisions needed for the anti -corruption ombudsman to function have still not been 

operationalised.  

ü The Lokpal has said in response to RTI queries  that t he process of constituting the Lokpalõs 

inquiry and prosec ution wings has not yet begun, and regulations for how to conduct preliminary 

investigations have not been made .  

ü More than eight months later, the institution is functioning out of a government -owned hotel in 

Delhi. While it approved a logo and motto for itself, the Lokpal has not yet notified a format for 

filing complaints. Despite that obstacle, 1,065 complaints we re sent to the Lokpal office.  

ü A note on the Lokpal website  says that òAfter scrutiny, complaints that did not fall within the 

mandate of the Lokpal were disposed of and complainants have been informed accordingly,ó 

adding that 1,000 such complaints have be en disposed of until September 30 . 

ü The Lokpal would find it difficult to investigate complaints that do fall within its mandate as it 

has no inquiry wing or regulations for inquiries. òThe 

process of constitution of Inquiry Wing of Lokpal is yet 

to be initiated in consultation with the government of 

India,ó. 

ü Section 60 of the Act gives the Lokpal the power to 

make regulations on òthe manner and procedure of 

conducting preliminary inquiry or investigationó. It also 

deals with making regulations on the website display of the status of all complaints ñ pending 
or  disposed ñ along with records and evidence. However, in response to an RTI query, the Lokpal 

said, òTill now, no regulations have been made by the Lokpal under Section 60. ó 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient features of the L okpal and 

Lokayuktas Act, 2013 ; Central 

Vigilance Commission ; Whistle 

Blowers Protection Act (2014)  
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ü The process of constitution of Prosecution Wing of Lokpal is yet to be initiated i n consultatio n 

with the government of India.  

ü The rules for the disclosure of assets and liabilities by public servants have not been notified 

either. This is a key provision as the amassing of assets disproportionate to the known sources 

of income is often  the basis for a complaint. The draft rules of 2017 were referred to a 

Parliamentary Standing Committee, which submitted its recommendations to the government in 
July 2018. The Centre is yet to submit any Action Taken Report to the Rajya Sabha.  

Conclusion  

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 is complicated. This could perhaps not be avoided, given that 

what was being attempted was a new and bold experiment to pull the anti -corruption campaign out 

of oblivion. This law was badly needed, if only to lend a modi cum of credibility to the process of 

enhancing the accountability of those in high places, who were cocking a snook at all efforts to 
demonstrate to the world that India is not second to any other nation in making its public 

administration clean and fair.A ll these imponderables, however, do not reduce the utility of a highly 

placed ombudsman.  
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SOCIAL ISSUES  

Vaccine Hesitancy in India  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Vice President emphasized the need to educate people on the 

importance of Covid -19 Vaccination and urged all stakeholders to work collectively 

to achieve the target of full 

vaccination by the year end.  

Pre -Connect  

India launched its Covid -19 

vaccination drive on January 

16. Six months into it, there 

has been visible  improvement 

on most fronts: the pace has 

picked up, and the gender and 
urban -rural gaps are 

reducing. Still, more needs to 

be done if India wants to 

achieve its stated target of 

vaccinating its entire adult 
population of 940 million by 

the end of 2021.  

Ho w Vaccination drive 
works?  

¶ Starting April 1, 
vaccinations were opened 
up to those over the age of 

45. In this phase too, 

vaccines were procured 

and allocated to states and 

private centres by the 

Union government.  

¶ Starting May 1, India 
opened up vaccination s for 

everyone over the age of 

18. This happened even as 

supplies remained 
constrained.  

¶ States were allowed to 
procure up to 25% of the 

vaccines made locally for 

this; private hospitals were 
allowed to buy another 

25%; and the remaining 

50% was sourced by the 

Union government for 

distribution to the states 
for healthcare and 

frontline workers and 

those over the age of 45 

years.  

Lambda, a news Covid -19 Variant  
Recently, the World Health Organization designated the 

Lambda variant, previously known by its formal scientific 

name C.37, as the seventh and newest òvariant of interestó, 

meaning it was something to watch out for.  

About the new Lambda variant  
× Like the Delta variant, the Lambda variant, which has 

now been detected in more th an 25 countries, is feared 

to be more transmissible than the original virus, 
although it is not yet established because of lack of 

enough studies on it.  

× The Lambda variant has not yet been found in the Indian 

population, but has recently been detected in the UK and 

other European countries.  
× According to the WHO, the Lambda variant has at least 

seven significant mutations in the spike protein (the 

Delta variant has three) which could have a range of 

implications, including the possibility of increased 

trans missibility or enhanced resistance to antibodies, 

created either through natural infection or vaccination.  
× Lambda variant had greater infectivity than the Alpha 

and Gamma variants (known to have originated in the 

UK and Brazil respectively).  

× There are curr ently seven variants, including the 

Lambda, that the WHO classifies as òvariants of interestó. 
Another four ð Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta ð have 

been designated as òvariants of concernó, and are 

considered a bigger threat.  

× Should India worry about the Lam bda variant?  

× The Lambda variant has so far not been found in India 

or neighbouring countries. In Asia, only Israel has 
reported this variant until now. But several countries in 

Europe from where travel to India is frequent, including 

France, Germany, UK, a nd Italy have reported this 

variant.  

× The potential of emerging variants to bypass the 
immunity gained through vaccination means that there 

could be fresh waves of infections even in populations 

that were being considered close to reaching community -

level p rotection.  

× That is what is happening in many countries in Europe 

right now, particularly in the UK. There has been a sharp 
rise in cases in several countries in the last few weeks.  
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How vaccination drive is doing is Rural India?  

ü Recent data on Covid vaccinations in India suggests that vaccine hesitancy may be waning. Over 

63 per cent of vaccinations in the past three weeks have taken place in rural areas, where 

hesitancy has been high.  

ü This turnaround is enormously heartening. About 65 per cent of India lives in villages, and this 

should help the government add ress the gaps and lags in Covid containment.  

What were the reasons for Vaccination Hesitancy?  

V Vaccine hesitancy has crippled various government programmes even before the Covid outbreak, 

including for polio elimination.  

V It has been more prevalent in rural areas for a variety of reasons, including the dearth of health 

education.  

V In the case of Covid -19, the focus was initially on urban areas, which saw maximum vaccination 

numbers in the early days of the rollout.  

V Rural India called for a nuanced strategy that involved engagement with, and participation of, 

multiple stakeholders and influencers.  

V With information about supply available in advance, district administrations have undertaken 

calibrated campaigns to reach out to the public.  

What need to be done?  

Á There is a need to dispel fears in some sections and the vaccination drive should turn into a 
truly pan -India ôJan Andolanõ. 

Á Urging  the medical fraternity to take a lead in creating awareness and educating the people on 

the importance of getting themselve s vaccinated.  

Á Stating that community support is critical in our fight against Corona virus, those having vaccine 

hesitancy should be made aware of the fact that they are putting their own lives and those of 

their family members at avoidable risk.  

Á The Centr e and States  need to work together in ôTeam Indiaõ spirit to quicken the pace of the 

vaccine campaign . 

The Unified District Information Sy stem for Education Plus  Report  

News Excerpt  

Recently, UDISE+ report has been released by Education Ministry, shows only 22% 

of schools in India had Internet facilities.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Indian Government has decided to develop an 
application, òUnified District Information System for 
Education Plusó (UDISE+) under the Ministry of Education, 

to collect the school details  about factors related to a school 

and its resources.  

¶ UDISE+ has a mandate of collecting information from all 
recognized and unrecognized schools imparting formal 
education from Pre -primary to XII.  

¶ Information collected through the digital platform of 
UDIS E+, is utilized for the planning, optimized resource 

allocation and implementation of various education -related 

programs and assessments of progress made.  

¶ UDISE+, collects information through an online Data 
Collection Form (DCF) on parameters ranging from school, 

Infrastructure, teachers, enrolments, examination results 

etc. spread across 11 sections.  
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¶ The Schools which get onboarded successfully on the platform are provided a UDISE Code, which 
acts as a national level unique iden tifier. UDISE+ has the school as the unit of data collection 

and district as the unit of data distribution.  

What report says about internet availability and digital education?  

ü Among government schools, less than 12% had Internet in 2019 -20, while less than  30% had 

functional computer facilities.  

ü This affected the kind of digital education options available to schools during the pandemic, as 

well as plans for hybrid learning in the days ahead.  

ü The Unified District 

Information System for 

Education Plus (UDISE +) 

report collates data from 
more than 15 lakh schools 

across the country.  

ü The availability of digital 
education ñ whether via 

live, synchronous teaching 

on apps like Zoom, or 

through recorded lectures, 

emails, WhatsApp or 

educational apps ñ was 
largely de pendent on 

whether schools, teachers 

and parents had access to 

the necessary 

infrastructure.  

ü In many States, teachers 

came to school and taught 

in their own empty 

classrooms, using their 
blackboards and lab 

facilities, while facing a 

computer screen that 

communicated the lessons 

to their students at home.  

ü However, the UDISE+ data 

makes clear the digital 

divide, which made this a 

viable option only in some 
States.  

ü In many Union Territories, 

as well as in the State of 

Kerala, more than 90% of 
schools, both go vernment 

and private, had access to 

working computers.  

ü In States such as Chhattisgarh (83%) and Jharkhand (73%), installation of computer facilities 
in most government schools paid off, while in others such as Tamil Nadu (77%), Gujarat (74%) 

and Maharashtr a (71%), private schools had higher levels of computer availability than in 

government schools.  

School Innovation Ambassador Training Program  

Recently, Union Education and Tribal Affairs Minister jointly 

launched the ôSchool Innovation Ambassador Training 

Programõ for 50,000 school teachers. 

× The program is a collaborative effort by the Ministry of 
Educationõs Innovation Cell, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

CBSE and AICTE, which will in turn nurture lakhs of 

students with innovation capabilities, develop a  culture 

of innovation and lay the foundation of a new and vibrant 

India.  

× This programme will have far reaching consequences 
which will help to fulfil the Prime Ministerõs vision of a 

New India.  

× SIATPõ will give wings to the creativity of the children and 

provide a platform so that they can give something new 

to the world with their ideas. Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools (EMRS) for tribal children is another ambitious 

programme of the Prime Minister under which 740 EMRS 

will be established in tribal domin ated areas over the next 

three years.  

× The students of EMRS will greatly benefit from SIATP 

since it is also the endeavour of Tribal Affairs Ministry to 
give the best possible education to the tribal children.  

× Teachers will need to evolve new methods of tea ching; 

they will need to first transform themselves into guides 

from being instruments of written text books. Shri Jha 

further said that apart from running Ekalavya World 
Education School, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been 

supporting initiatives of S tates/Union Territories in 

spreading scientific education to tribal students and the 

new initiative will help promote quality education among 

tribal children.  

× The innovative and one -of-its -kind training program for 
school teachers, it aims at training 50,0 00 School 

Teachers on Innovation, Entrepreneurship, IPR, Design 

Thinking, Product development, Idea generation, among 

others.  
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ü However, in States such as Assam (13%), Madhya Pradesh (13%), Bihar (14%), West Bengal 

(14%), Tripura (15%) and Uttar Pradesh (18%), less than one in five schoo ls had working 
computers.  

ü The situation is worse in government schools, with less than 5% of U.P.õs government schools 

having the facility.  

ü Only three States ñ Kerala (88%), Delhi (86%) and Gujarat (71%) ñ have Internet facilities in 

more than half their s chools.  

ü 90% of schools across the country have facilities for handwashing, which will gain added 
importance as they implement COVID -19 safety protocols while reopening.  

ü More than 80% of schools conducted medical check -ups during the year before the pandemi c. 

Temperature testing and monitoring of symptoms need to become a daily activity, according to 

the Centreõs heath protocol for schools wishing to reopen. 

What report says on dropout students?  

V More boys dropped out of school at the secondary level as well as in primary classes (1 to 5), 

while the number of girls dropping out of school in the upper primary classes (6 -8) was higher 

than that of the boys in 2019 -20.  

V The overall dropout rate at the secondary level in the country is over 17%, while in the upper 

primary classes (6 to 8) and the primary level it is 1.8 and 1.5% respectively.  

V With more than 15 lakh schools, nearly 97 lakh teachers and over 26.5 crore students from the 

pre -primary to the higher secondary level, the Indian school education system is o ne of the 
largest in the world.  

V There are over 3.8 crore students enrolled at the secondary level, of whom 44.3% are in 

government schools, a little over 20% are with government -aided schools and nearly 35% are 
with private -unaided schools.  

V there are 19 St ates and Union Territories where the dropout rate at the secondary level (classes 

9 and 10) is higher than the all -India rate (17.3%), with States such as Tripura, Sikkim, 

Nagaland, Meghalaya, Madhya Pradesh, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh having a dropout ra te 
of over 25%.  

V Punjab registered a zero -dropout rate for girls, while Assam recorded the highest dropout rate 

(35.2%) at the secondary level. There are six States and Union Territories where the dropout rate 

for boys is over 30%. For States such as Goa, the boysõ (21.2%) dropout rate is nearly 10% higher 
than that of the girls (11.8%).  

Largest drop in Open Defecation: WASH report  

News Excerpt  

Recently, report on water, sanitation and hygiene has been jointly released by 

World Health organization and UNICE F. 

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Asia -Pacific region faces the challenge of having 369 million people without access to basic 
sanitation services and 163 million people lacking access to basic drinking water.  

¶ UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO) has been working in the area of water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in 26 countries in the region with the intent of helping countries 

reach Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, which targets universal and equitable water, 

sanitation and hygiene for all by 2 030.  

¶ This report provides a summary of the progress, major WASH results achieved, and lessons 
learned in the East Asia and Pacific Region in 2020.  

¶ It also provides a brief financial analysis as well as a narrative on challenges that the region 
facesñ dominated by the COVID -19 pandemic.  
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¶ Finally, the report offers a look into the WASH programme in 2021 and what the future of WASH 
must look like in ord er for us to meet national goals as well as the SDGs.  

What report says?  

ü India was responsible for the largest drop in open defecation since 2015, in terms of absolute 
numbers.  

ü Within India, open defecation had been highly variable regionally since at least  2006.  

ü In 2006, the third round of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) found open defecation to 

be practiced by less than 10 per cent of the population in four states and the Union Territory of 

Delhi, but by more than half the population in 11 states.  

ü By 2016, when the fourth round of the NFHS was conducted, open defecation had decreased in 
all states, with the largest drops seen in Himachal Pradesh and Haryana.  

ü It, however, showed that progress in curbing open defecation in sub -Saharan Africa was slow . 

Progress in SDG 6  

V The report also noted some progress towards the achieving SDG 6. Between 2016 and 2020, the 
global population with access to safely managed drinking water at home increased to 74 per 

cent, from 70 per cent.  

V SDG 6 states that ensuring a vailability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 

all by 2030 entails that water must be accessible at source, available when needed and free from 

any contamination.  

V The report has shown an improvement in at -source water resources including piped water, 

boreholes or tube -wells, protected dug wells, protected springs, rainwater and packaged or 

delivered water.  

V Water sources are considered ôaccessible on premisesõ if the point of water collection is within 

the dwelling, compound, yard or plot, or is supplied to the household through piped supply or 

tanks.  

V Globally, access to safely managed sanitation services increased  over the 2000 -2020 period by 

an average of 1.27 percentage points per year.  

Report on hygiene in context of the COVID -19  

Á It is now recognised by scientists and research studies that people are infected with SARS -COV-

2 through exposure to respiratory dropl ets of infected peoples.  
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Á In June 2020, the World Health Organization and Unicef jointly launched the ôHand Hygiene for 

Allõ initiative, which aims to improve access to handwashing infrastructure as well as stimulating 
changes in handwashing practices where  facilities are available.  

Á Handwashing facilities with soap and water increased to 71 per cent, from 67 per cent.  

Á However, 3 in 10 people worldwide could not wash their hands with soap and water at home 

during the COVID -19 pandemic due to lack of water res ources.  

Government of India programme and Initiatives  

 The Government of India has demonstrated its commitment to the overall well -being of its 

citizens. Back in 2005, the central government established the National Health Mission and 

introduced structural reforms to strengthen health care and sanitation.  

 The National Health Policy 2017 clearly articulates the governmentõs commitment to reforming 

the health sector and achieving universal health coverage, not least by proposing an increase in 

the health budg et to 2.5% of GDP.  

 The policy also sets bound targets for disease elimination, reduction of premature and 

preventable mortality, systems strengthening, as well as improving health services.  

 The government  launched Mission Indradhanush in 2015 to rapidly  increase immunisation 
coverage.  

 It is also investing significant resources towards ending open defecation by 2019 through the 

Swachh Bharat programme.  

NIPUN Bharat  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Centre has pushed back the target date to 2026 -27 of NIPUN Bharat 
Programme says that COVID -19 has already disrupted two academic years.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Ministry of Education has 
launched a National Initiative 

for Proficiency in Reading 

with Understanding and 

Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat), 
for ensuring that every chil d 

in the country necessarily 

attains foundational literacy 

and numeracy (FLN) by the 

end of Grade 3, by 2026 -27.  

¶ The National Mission which 
has been launched under the 

aegis of the centrally 

sponsored scheme of 

Samagra Shiksha, will focus 
on providing acce ss and 

retaining children in 

foundational years of 

schooling; teacher capacity 

building; development of high 

quality and diversified 
Student and Teacher 

Resources/Learning 

Materials; and tracking the 

Samagra Shiksha Scheme  
Samagra Shiksha is an overarching programme for the 

school education sector extending from pre -school to 

class 12. The scheme has been prepared with the  broader 

goal of improving school effectiveness measured in terms 

of equal opportunities for schooling and equitable 

learning outcomes. It subsumes the three Schemes of 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Edu cation (TE) 

and was launched in 2018.  

The major objectives of the Scheme are  
× Provision of quality education and enhancing learning 

outcomes of students;  

× Bridging Social and Gender Gaps in School 

Education;  

× Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school 
education;  

× Ensuring minimum standards in schooling 

provisions;  

× Promoting Vocationali zation of education;  

× Support States in implementation of Right of Children 

to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009; 
and  

× Strengthening and up -gradation of SC ERTs/State 

Institutes of Education and DIET as a nodal agency 

for teacher training.  
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progress of each child in achieving learning outcomes.  

More about news  

The School Education Department says no additional funding is being allocated for the National 
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat). Instead, 

money is being allocated from the flagship Samagra Shiksha scheme, which actually saw a 20% 

drop in its budget this year.  

Student Covered under NIPUN Bharat Programme  

ü The mission will focus on children of age group of 3 to 9 years including pre -school to Grade 3.  

ü The children who are in Class 4 and 5 and have not attained the foundational skills will be 

provided individual teacher guidance and support, peer support and age appropriate and 

supplementary graded learning materials to acquire the necessary competencies.  

Objectives of NIPUN Bharat Programme  

V To ensure an inclusive classroom environment by incorporating play, discovery, and activity -

based pedagogies, linking it to the daily life situations of the children and formal inclusion of 
childrenõs home languages. 

V To enable children to become motivated, in dependent and engaged readers and writers with 

comprehension possessing sustainable reading and writing skills.  

V To make children understand the reasoning in the domains of number, measurement and 

shapes; and enable them to become independent in problem so lving by way of numeracy and 

spatial understanding skills.  

V To ensure availability and effective usage of high -quality and culturally responsive teaching 

learning material in childrenõs familiar/home/mother language(s). 

V To focus on continuous capacity buil ding of teachers, head teachers, academic resource persons 
and education administrators.  

V To actively engage with all stakeholders i.e., Teachers, Parents, Students and Community, policy 

makers for building a strong foundation of lifelong learning.  

V To ensur e assessment ôas, of and forõ learning through portfolios, group and collaborative work, 

project work, quizzes, role plays, games, oral presentations, short tests, etc.  

V To ensure tracking of learning levels of all students.  

How this programme in Unique  

Á The unique feature is that the goals of the Mission are set in the form of LakshyaSoochi or 

Targets for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.  

Á Although, the overall aim is to achieve the desired learning outcomes by the end of grade 3, 
however, in order to gener ate greater awareness among the parents, community, volunteers etc. 

the Lakshyashas been developed from Balvatika to Grade 3.  

Á The Laskhyas are based on the learning outcomes developed by the NCERT and international 
research and ORF studies.  

Á The success of NIPUN Bharat will primarily depend on teachers, so, there will be a special 

emphasis on capacity building of teachers.   

Á A special package for foundational literacy and Numeracy under NISHTHA is being developed by 

NCERT and around 25 lakh teachers teaching at pre -primary to primary grade will be trained 

this year on FLN.  

Benefits of NIPUN Bharat Mission  

 Foundational skills enable to keep children in class thereby reducing the dropouts and improve 
transition rate from primary to upper primary and secondary stages.  

 Activity based learning and conducive learning environment will improve quality of education.  

 Innovative pedagogi es such as toy -based and experiential learning will be used in classroom 

transaction thereby making learning a joyful and engaging activity.  
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 Intensive capacity building of teachers will make them empowered and provide greater autonomy 

for choosing the peda gogy. 

 Holistic development of the child by focusing on different domains of development like physical 

and motor development, socio -emotional development, literacy and numeracy development, 

cognitive development, life skills etc. which are interrelated and interdependent, which will be 

reflected in a Holistic Progress Card.  

 Children to achieve steeper learning trajectory which may have positive impacts on later life 

outcomes and employment.  

 Since almost every child attends early grades, therefore, focus at that stage will also benefit the 

socio -economic disadvantageous group thus ensuring access to equitable and inclusive quality 

education.  

Way forward  

o The goal has simply been to enrol children in school, and then to ensure that they finish Class 

10. This mi ssion specifies stage -wise learning goals to ensure that students are acquiring the 
necessary building blocks.  

o Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) found that less than 30% of Class 3 students could 

read at Class 2 level or do double digit subtraction in 2018. Operationalising a changed mindset 

would require changes in curriculum, teacher training, assessment, and messaging to parents, 
such as holistic report cards.  

o There is a  need for following the NEP recommendation to see early childhood education a s a 

continuum, with a focus on the Anganwadi and pre -school systems as well.  

o There would be a need to ensure that when schools are reopened, there is a focus on school 

readiness activities for younger classes, rather than going straight to a traditional cu rriculum.  

o NIPUN Bharat could recommend a 60 -90 day focus on foundational literacy and numeracy before 

transitioning to a regular timetable.  

Malaria -Free health Strategy  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared that China was òmalaria-

freeó followed a seven decade-long, multi -pronged health strategy that was able to 

entirely eliminate indigenous cases for four straight year.  

Pre -Connect  

According to WHO China is the first country in the Western Pacific region to be declared malaria -

free in more than 30 years, following Australia in 1981, Singapore in 1982 and Brunei in 1987.  

Timeline of Chinaõs Efforts to remove malaria 

¶ The effort began in the early 1950s, a time when China was reporting millions of cases annually, 
starting w ith a multi -pronged approach of providing anti -malarial medicines while targeting 

mosquito breeding grounds and using insecticide spraying.  

¶ A national effort called ôthe 523 Projectõ was launched in 1967 involving more than 500 scientists 
from 60 institute s, the WHO noted, leading to the discovery of artemisinin in the 1970s, which 

is òthe core compound of artemisinin-based combination therapies, the most effective 

antimalarial drugs available todayó. 

¶ In the 1980s, China began using insecticide -treated nets  widely, distributing 2.4 million nets by 
1988. Cases began to drop, down to 117,000 in 1990.  

¶ The number would fall to 5,000 annually by the end of the following decade. With assistance 
from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria starting  in 2003, China òstepped 

up training, staffing, laboratory equipment, medicines and mosquito control, an effort that led 

to a further reduction in cases.  

How did China come to a malaria -free country in only seven decades?  
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The primary lessons learnt from th e national control programme in 1950 ð2009 have been 

summarized in the following aspects:  

ü High commitment by government at all levels with coordinating resources, including financial 

and human resources to be sustainably invested in national malaria control  programmes.  

ü Robust working mechanism to promote the actions on multi -sectoral, multi -regional and multi -

disciplinary cooperation, which ensure the activities performed in time.  

ü Innovative researches produced rich tools used in the national malaria control programmes, 

including updating the strategies in different control phases and developing new chemotherapy 
drugs and schemes, diagnostics, surveillance kits and schemes, insectic ide-treated bed -nets, 

and ways for information -education -communication.  

ü Deep integration between western medicine and Chinese traditional medicine allowed the 

Chinese Nobel Prize winner Tu Youyou to discover artemisinin which contributed significantly 
to saving life of world population.  

ü Active communities involvement to modify mosquito habitats and improve sanitation through 

patriotic public health campaign.  

With regard to the national malaria elimination programme initiated in 2010, the main 

activities re lated to the malaria elimination were summarized as follows:  

ü The Action Plan for Malaria Elimination in China (2010 ð2020) was issued by the Chinese 

Ministry of Health together with other 12 Ministries of the Central Government in 2010.  

ü Stratified strategy with four catalogues of epidemic status was implemented to strengthen 

malaria surveillance and response.  

ü The òNational Information Management System for Parasitic Disease Control and Preventionó 

was established in 2011 to improve the surveillance and respo nse system during elimination 

phase.  

Chinaõs 1-3-7 strategy  

ü It credited Chinaõs public health system offering free of charge diagnosis and treatment of 
malaria in bringing down cases to zero, as well as a ò1-3-7 strategyó referring to a one-day 

deadline to  report a malaria diagnosis, confirming a case and determining the spread by the 

third day, and measures taken to stop the spread by the seventh day, along with continued 

surveillance in high -risk areas.  

ü At the same time, concern over imported cases remain s, particularly from Laos, Myanmar and 

Vietnam, which share a border with the southwestern Yunnan province. The òmalaria-freeó 

certification was welcomed by public health experts in China and was welcome news for its 

health authorities, amid an intense glo bal debate over how they handled the COVID -19 

pandemic and scrutiny facing its disease control agencies.  

Analytica  

V What is the current scenario of malaria in India?  

V India has a great history of malaria control. The highest incidence of malaria occurred in the 

1950s, with an estimated 75 million cases with 0.8 million deaths per year.  

V The launch of National Malaria Control Programme in 1953 and the National Malaria Eradication 

Programme in 1958 made it possible to bring down malaria cases to 100,000 with no reported 

deaths by 1961.  

V But from a nearing stage of elimination, malaria resurged to approximately 6.4 million cases in 

1976. Since then, confirmed cases have decreased to 1.6 million cases, approximately 1100 

deaths in 2009 to less than 0.4 million cases  and below 80 deaths in 2019.  

V India accounted for 88% of malaria cases and 86% of all malaria deaths in the WHO South -East 

Asia Region in 2019 and is the only country outside Africa among the worldõs 11 `high burden 

to high impactõ countries. 

The road ahea d for India:  
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V India is a signatory to National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) 2016 -2030 aiming 

for malaria elimination by 2030.  

V This framework has been outlined with a vision to eliminate the disease from the country which 

would contribute to improved health with quality of life and poverty alleviation.  

V India stands at a very crucial stage. The present challenge is the detection of 

asymptomatic/afebrile cases in most endemic areas.  

V The current approach for mass screening with Rapid Diagnostic T ests (RDTs) would not fulfil 

the basic purpose because these tests fail to detect <100 parasites/µL blood and also the 
problem of deletion of certain diagnostic genes in the Plasmodium falciparum dominated areas. 

To overcome this, a microPCR -based point -of-care device that detects <5 parasites/µL blood can 

be used. The same technology is being used in Tuberculosis and COVID -19 diagnosis.  

V Molecular Malaria Surveillance must be used to find  out the drug -resistant variants and genetic -
relatedness studies to find out 

the imported or indigenous 

cases. 

V The results of each malaria 

case can be registered in a 

central dashboard at the 

National Vector Borne Disease 

Control Programme, as it is 

done f or COVID -19 cases by 
Indian Council of Medical 

Research.  

V All intervention activities must 

strictly be monitored. Vector 
biology, site of actual vector 

mosquito bite, host shifting 

behaviour, feeding time, 

feeding behaviour and 

insecticide resistance studie s 
need to be carried out to 

support the elimination 

efforts. Medical entomologists 

who would help accelerate 

elimination plans should be 

appointed at both Central and 
State levels.  

Conclusion  

The entire world is now facing the once in a century pandemic of  COVID -19. This has resulted in an 

over 32% decline in total blood smear collection for malaria surveillance in 2020 in India compared 

to 2019. India has to quickly overcome this and make the elimination process back on track and 

put all efforts to make In dia malaria -free by 2030.  

Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS)  

News Excerpt  

Recently, The report came out during ôState Level Public Hearing and Policy 

Dialogueõ in implementation of ICDS services under Women and Child 

Development Department conducted by Right to Food Campaign along with 

various other organizations.  

Recently, five portals of importance were 
launched and four publications were released by 
the Union Minister of Ayush  
× Minister launched CTRI portal pertinent to Ayurveda 

Dataset along with AMAR, RMIS, SAHI and e -Medha 

portals.  

× After the inclusion of dataset pertinent to Ayurveda in 

CTRI portal, the Ayurveda Clinical Trials would have 
worldwide visibility and will further the cause of 

strengthening Ayurvedic Research.  

× Similarly, SHAHI portal incorporates authentic 

resources and will be of immense help in showcasing 

historical veracity of Ayurveda.  
× With the help of e - Medha portal anyone can have online 

access to more than 12 thousand books.  

× These books are related to Indian Medical Heritage and 

can be accessed through NICõs e- granthalaya platform.  

× AMAR porta l, which was also launched recently , is  a 

repository for Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Sowa - 
Rigpa Manuscripts and catalogues. Another Portal 

CCRAS- Research Management Information System or 

RMIS in short, is a research guidance platform.  
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The reports says that in the first six months in Jharkhand, more than 55% of the surveyed 18, 288 

beneficiaries of Supplementary Nutrition given to the most vulnerable under Integr ated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS) ñdid not receive it by the state even once.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Under the ICDS Scheme children between the age of 6 months to 6 years and pregnant and 
lactating women are provided Supplementary Nutrition, Pre -school non -formal e ducation, 

Nutrition and health education, Immunization, Health check -up and referral services through 

Anganwadi services as well as through Health Department.  

¶ Supplementary Nutrition includes Take Home Ration (THR), Hot Cooked Meal and morning 
snacks and holds importance for many vulnerable households as it impacts the nutritional 

outcome of the children.  

Why Jharkhand?  

Jharkhand specifically is important as every second child in the state is stunted and underweight 

and every third child is affected by stu nting and every 10th child is affected from severe wasting and 

around 70% children are anemic, as per National Family Health Survey -4 data.  

Key finding of the Survey  

ü The ICDS survey in Jharkhand covered a total of 8818 families in 159 blocks.  

ü It covered 78 09 children beneficiaries from 6 months to 3 years age group, 6560 in the age group 

of 3 years to 6 years and 4459 pregnant women and lactating families. Out of the surveyed 

families, 96.8% i.e. 8525 families found to be registered with Anganwadi Services.  

ü In Jharkhand, 11.26 lakh children are in the age group six months to three years and 15.78 

lakh children in three to six years of age group, and 7.21 lakh pregnant and lactating mothers 

which is supposed to be covered by 38, 432 Anganwadi Centers.  

ü The min imum cost per beneficiary is Rs 8 per day for hot cooked meals or THR and it has to be 

given for 25 days in a month i.e 200 per person per month. More than 35 lakh beneficiaries are 

supposed to be covered in a year which comes out to Rs 70 crore into 12 mo nths which is 840 

crore. Now half yearly it should cost around Rs 420 crore.  

ü Extrapolating our survey findings to the entire state, i.e more than 55% were not given ration 

even once in the first six months ñit seems that the nutritional supplement worth more than 

200 crore were not given to the beneficiaries.  

Way forward  

V Private companiesõ involvement in supply of THRñor Take Home Food ñwas cancelled and it 

was given to Jharkhand State Livelihood Promotion Society ñunder Rural Development 

Department ðwho lat er trained SHGs for this purpose.  

V However, the amount spent on SHGs is in lakhs. They helped the government, but the process 
of reimbursement is very long. The government needs to allocate a revolving fund like NREGA 

for implementation of this scheme rathe r than running it on reimbursement mode.  

Indiaõs Neurological Diseases Burden 

News Excerpt  

The contribution of non -communicable and injury -related neurological disorders 

to the total disease burden in India has more than doubled between 1990 and 

2019, revealed a study published recently in The Lancet Global Health . 

Pre -Connect  

Neurological disor ders are medically defined as disorders that affect the brain as well as the nerves 

found throughout the human body and the spinal cord. Structural, biochemical or electrical 

abnormalities in the brain, spinal cord or other nerves can result in a range of symptoms.  

What report says?  

¶ Stroke caused 699,000 deaths, which was 7.4% of the total deaths in the country in 2019.  
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¶ The contribution of non -communicable neurological disorders to total DALYs (disability adjusted 
life -years) in India doubled from 4·0% in 1990 to 8·2% in 2019, and the contribution of injury -

related neurological disorders increased from 0·2% to 0·6%.  

¶ These neurological disorders include non -communicable neurological disorders (stroke, 
headache disorders, epilepsy, cerebral palsy, Alzheimerõs disease and other dementias, brain 

and central nervous system cancer, Parkinsonõs disease, multiple sclerosis, motor neuron 

diseases, and other neurological disorders), communicable neurological disorders (encephalitis, 

meningitis, and tetanus), and injur y-related neurological disorders (traumatic brain injuries and 
spinal cord injuries).  

¶ The largest contributors to the total neurological disorder DALYs in India were stroke (37·9%), 
headache disorders (17·5%), epilepsy (11·3%), cerebral palsy (5·7%), and e ncephalitis (5·3%). 

Stroke, headache disorders, and epilepsy are the leading contributors to neurological disorders 

burden in India.  

¶ Headache is the commonest neurological disorder affecting 1 in 3 Indians, and is often neglected 
in terms of public health priority.  

¶ It is the second leading contributor to the disease burden from neurological disorders in India.  

¶ Migraine affects females more than males, greatly affecting adults in the working age population.  

¶ While communicable diseases contributed to the majo rity of total neurological disorders burden 
in children younger than five years, non -communicable neurological disorders were the highest 

contributor in all other age groups.  

¶ While the burden of infectious neurological disorders has fallen in India, this b urden is higher 
in less developed states. On the other hand, the burden of neurological disorders related to injury 

is higher in more developed states.  

What are the reasons?  

ü The burden of non -communicable neurological disorders is increasing in India mainl y due to 

ageing of the population.  

ü Among the known risk factors for neurological disorders burden, high blood pressure, air 

pollution, dietary risks, high fasting plasma glucose, and high body -mass index are the leading 

contributors.  

ü Several government pol icies and initiatives are in place to address the burden of neurological 

disorders across India, however more focused efforts are required for the planning of specific 

neurology services in each state.  

What need to be done?  

V We need to work around these dis orders in terms of providing health infrastructure and 

personnel. This is an epidemiological transition or flip. Injury -related neurological disorders have 
increased threefold since 1991. These are entirely preventable. So, this is a noteworthy finding 

and  we need to work on preventing head injuries by simple measures like wearing helmets.  

V There is an urgent need to initiate and bring about comprehensive, structured headache services 

across all the states. Headache, especially migraine, needs to be recognis ed as a public health 
problem and included under the national non -communicable disease control programme.  

V There is a need to address the shortage of trained neurology workforce, and strengthen early 

detection and cost -effective management of neurological d isorders in the country to deal with 
their growing burden  

State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021  

News Excerpt  

Recently, State of Food Security and Nutrition on the World 2021 report has a grim 

reminder of this impact of the COVID -19 pandemic.  

Pre -Connect  
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¶ The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021 was jointly prepared by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations Child renõs Fund (UNICEF), the World Food 

Programme (WFP) and the World Health Organization (WHO).  

¶ The FAO report has quoted a study done in 63 low - and middle -income countries covering a 
population of 3.5 billion on changes in the income of people. It has extra polated its impact on 

choice of diets.  

 

Key finding of the report  

ü The study found a significant dip in peopleõs affordability for healthy food due to a loss in income. 

The pandemic led to an additional 141 million people being unable to afford a healthy di et in the 

countries studied.  

ü Food Security and Nutrition Around the World  

ü The number of people in the world affected by hunger continued to increase in 2020 under the 

shadow of the COVID -19 pandemic.  
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ü After remaining virtually unchanged from 2014 to 2019, the PoU increased from 8.4 percent to 

around 9.9 percent between 2019 and 2020, heightening the challenge of achieving the Zero 
Hunger target in 2030. The 2020 estimate ranges from 9.2 to 10.4 percent, depending on the 

assumptions made to reflect the uncertainties around the ass essment.  

ü Of the total number of 

undernourished people in 2020 
(768  million), more than half 

(418  million) live in Asia and 

more than one -third 

(282  million) in Africa, while 

Latin America and the 

Caribbean accounts for about 8 
percent (60  million).  

ü Globall y, 149.2 million (22.0 

percent) of children under the 
age of five years suffered from 

stunting (SDG  Indicator 2.1.1) 

in 2020.  

ü The overall decline in food 
intake has also increased 

hunger levels in 2020, making 

the primary Sustainable 

Development Goal of en ding 

hunger by 2030 impossible 

now. Between 720 and 811 
million people in the world 

endured hunger in 2020. In 

comparison to 2019, there were 

an additional 161 million 

people who faced hunger.  

Food Security and Nutrition 
in India  
V According to the data pres ented 

in the report, the prevalence of 

moderate to severe food 
insecurity in India rose by 

about 6.8 percentage points in 

2018 -20.  

V In absolute terms, the number 
of persons facing moderate to 

severe food insecurity has 

increased by about 9.7 crore 

since the  outbreak of Covid.  

V PMSFI estimates thus derived 

show that there were about 43 crore of moderate to severe food -insecure people in India in 2019. 

As a result of the pandemic -related disruptions, this increased to 52 crore in one year. In terms 

of prevalenc e rates, moderate to severe food insecurity increased from about 31.6 per cent in 

2019 to 38.4 per cent in 2021.  

Reasons for Hunger and food insecurity in India  

Support for Marginalized Individual for 
Livelihood and Enterprise (SMILE) Scheme:  
× A scheme òSMILE - Support for Marginalized 

Individuals for Livelihood and Enterpriseó formulated 

which includes sub scheme - ôCentral Sector Scheme 

for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged 
in the act of Beggingõ. 

× Focus of the scheme is on rehabilitation, provision of 

medical facilities, counseling, basic documentation, 

education, skill development, economic linkages etc.  

× Pilot projects initiated on Comprehensive 

Rehabilitation of Persons engaged in the act of Beggin g 
in ten cities namely Delhi, Bangalore, Chennai, 

Hyderabad, Indore, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur, Patna 

and Ahmadabad.  

× The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has 

formulated a scheme òSMILE - Support for 
Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and 

Enter priseó, which includes subscheme - ôCentral 

Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of 

persons engaged in the act of Beggingõ.  

× This scheme covers several comprehensive measures 

including welfare measures for persons who are 
engaged in the act of be gging.  

× The focus of the scheme is extensively on 

rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, 

counselling, basic documentation, education, skill 

development, economic linkages and so on.  
× The scheme would be implemented with the support of 

State/UT Gov ernments/Local Urban Bodies, 

Voluntary Organizations, Community Based 

Organizations (CBOs) , institutions and others.  

× Scheme provides for the use of the existing shelter 

homes available with the State/UT Governments and 
Urban local bodies for rehabilitatio n of the persons 

engaged in the act of Begging. In case of non -

availability of existing shelter homes, new dedicated 

shelter homes are to be set up by the implementing 

agencies.  



(CURRENT CONNECT - JULY  - 21)   

 

 

P
a

g
e3

5
 

DELHI: VIJAY NAGAR  9717380832 & OLD RAJENDER NAGAR 9811293743 | JAIPUR : 8290800441  
BENGALURU: KORMANGAL A 7619166663 & CHANDRA LAYOUT  7619136662 | BHOPAL: 7509975361  

PATNA:  7463950774 | INDORE: 7314977441 |  RANCHI: 9939982007 | www.ksgindia.com  

Á Despite being self -sufficient in the production of major food commodities, problems of hunger 

and food insecurity are grave in India because of widespread economic distress, high 
unemployment and high levels of inequality.  

Á A large proportion of the poor is dependent on the informal economy in which incomes are too 

low and uncertain. Unemployment ra tes have risen sharply over the last few years.  

Á High (and fluctuating) food prices, shrinking public investment and the economic slowdown have 

compounded the distress among working classes and the peasantry.  

Á With low and uncertain incomes, families depende nt on the informal economy do not have 
assured access to adequate and nutritious food.  

Á These longstanding problems were aggravated last year because of lack of preparation to deal 

with the pandemic.  

Way forward  

The sharp increase in food insecurity points to an urgent need for the government to establish 

systems for regular monitoring of the food security situation in the country and to universalise 

access to the public distribution system, at least during the pandemic. Everyone, irrespective of 

whether the y have a ration card or not, should be allowed to take subsidised grain from ration shops. 

With almost 120 million tonnes of grain currently lying with the government, it requires almost no 

additional resources.  

Inequalities in Health Indicators: Oxfam Rep ort  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Oxfam report titled as òInequality Report 2021: Indiaõs Unequal 

Health Storyó released says that states attempting to reduce existing inequalities 

and with higher expenditure on health had lower confirmed cases of Covid -19.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Oxfam India is a movement of people 
working to end discrimination and create a 

free and just society.  

¶ Oxfam India work to ensure that Adivasis, 
Dalits, Muslims, and women and girls have 

safe-violence free lives with freedom to 

speak their mind, equal opportunities to 

realize their rights, and a discrimination free 

future. They research to find lasting 

solutions to end rising inequalities and 
exclusion of marginalized communities from 

getting decent jobs, quality free education 

and healthcar e. 

Key finding of the Report  

ü The ògeneral category is better off than the 

SCs and STs, Hindus are better off than 
Muslims, the rich are better off than the 

poor, men are better off than women, and 

the urban population is better off than the 

rural populatio nó on most health 

determinants, interventions and indicators.  

ü While womenõs literacy has improved across social groups over the years, SC and ST women lag 

behind the general category by 18.6% and 27.9%, respectively. There exists a gap of 55.1% 

between the  top and bottom 20% of the population in 2015 -16.  
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ü Though the female literacy rate among Muslims (64.3%) is lower than all religious groups, 

inequality has reduced over time.  

ü As far as sanitation is concerned, 65.7% households have access to improved, non -shared 
sanitation facilities in the general category while SC households are 28.5% behind them and ST 

are 39.8% behind them. While 93.4% of households in the top 20 % have access to improved 

sanitation, only 6% have access in the bottom 20 % ñ a difference of 87.4%.  

ü The share of institutional deliveries in India has increased from 38.7% in 2005 -06 to 78.9% in 
2015 -16, but inequalities persist with ST households 15% be low the general category, Muslims 

12% behind Hindus and a 35% gap between the poorest and richest 20% of the population.  

Women and Covid -19  

V Over 50 per cent of people from SC and ST communities faced difficulties in accessing non -Covid 

medical facilities, compared to 18.2 per cent of people in the ôgeneralõ category. 

V The report points out that the vaccination drive against Covid -19 ignores the countryõs digital 

divide ñ entering the pandemic, only 15 per cent rural households had an internet connection; 

sma rtphone users in rural India were almost half of those in urban areas. More than 60 per cent 

of women across 12 states had never used the internet.  

V The average medical expenditure per hospitalisation case has tripled between 2004 and 2017, 

making it diffic ult for poorer and rural households.  

V One rupee in every Rs 6 spent on hospitalisation came through borrowing; while urban 

households depended on savings, rural households depended on loans.  

V Despite improvement in child immunisation, the rate of immunisatio n of girls continues to be 

below that of the male child; immunisation of children in urban areas is more than those in 
rural areas; and immunization of SCs and STs is behind that of other caste groups.  

V The child immunisation of the high -wealth quintile gro up is much higher than that of low -wealth 

quintile. More than 50 percent of children still do not receive food supplements in the country.  

What need to be done?  

Á The right to health should be enacted as a fundamental right that makes it obligatory for the 

government to ensure equal access to timely, acceptable, and affordable healthcare of 

appropriate quality and address the underlying determinants of health to close the gap in health 

outcomes between the rich and poor.  

Á The free vaccine policy should adopt an inclusive model to ensure that everyone, irrespective of 

their gender, caste, religion or location i.e. people living in hard -to-reach areas, gets the vaccine 

without any delay.  

Á Increase health spending to 2.5 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to ensure a more 
equitable health system in the country; ensure that union budgetary allocation in health for SCs 

and STs is proportionate to their population; prioritize primary healt h by ensuring that two -

thirds of the health budget is allocated for strengthening primary healthcare;  

Á State governments  need to allocate their expenditure on health to 2.5 percent of Gross State 

Domestic Product (GSDP); the centre should extend financial support to the states with low per 

capita health expenditure to reduce inter -state inequality in health.  

Á Institutionalize a centrally -sponsored scheme that earmarks funds for the provision of free 
essential drugs and diagnostics at all public health facili ties.  

Á Regulate the private health sector by ensuring that all state governments adopt and effectively 

implement Clinical Establishments Act or equivalent state legislation; extend the price capping 

policy introduced during the COVID -19 pandemic to include diagnostics and non -COVID 
treatment in order to prevent exorbitant charging by private hospitals and reduce catastrophic 

out -of-pocket health expenditure.  

Á Inter -sectoral coordination for public health should be boosted to address issues of water and 
sanita tion, literacy, etc. that contribute to health conditions. Specific roles and Statement of 
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Purposes (SoPs) of departments/ ministries, and convergence plans need to be detailed out for 

reducing health inequality in the country . 

Periodic Labour Force Survey  (PLFS)  

News Excerpt  

Recently, National Statistical Office (NSO) released Periodic Labour Force Survey 

(PLFS). 

Pre -Connect  

NSO launched the PLFS in April 2017. The first annual report (July 2017 -June 2018) was released 

in May 2019 and the second (July 2018 -June 2019) in June 2020. The results of PLFS 2017 -18, 

out in 2019 . 

Key findings  

¶ Unemployment rate rose to 13.3 per cent in July -September 2020 as compared to 8.4 per cent 
in the year -ago period.  

¶ Joblessness or unemployment rate (UR) is defined as the percentage of unemployed persons in 
the labour force. The UR was 20.9 per cent in April -June 2020.  

¶ As per the survey, labour force participation rate for all ages was 37 per cent in September 
quarter 2020, up from 36.8 per cent in the same period a year ag o. It was 35.9 per cent in April -

June 2020.  

¶ Labour force refers to the part of the population which supplies or offers to supply labour for 
pursuing economic activities for the production of goods and services and therefore, includes 

both employed' and une mployed' persons.  

¶ The estimates of unemployed persons in CWS give an average picture of unemployment in a 
short period of 7 days during the survey period.  

¶ WPR stood at 32.1 per cent in July -September 2020, down from 33.7 per cent in the same period 
a year ago. It was 28.4 per cent in April -June 2020.  

Analytica  

ü Self-employed workers comprise three broad categories ñ own -account workers (those who run 

their enterprise without hiring any labour); employers (those who run their enterprise by hiring 

labour) and unpaid family workers/helpers in household enterprises.  

ü The third group comprises those who are engaged in their household enterprises, working full 
or part time, but do not receive any regular salary or wages in return for the work performed.  

ü It is this l atter category, considered as poor quality employment, that has witnessed an increase 

in its share in total employment from 13.3 per cent (2018 -19) to 15.9 per cent (2019 -20) and 
contributed to the falling unemployment rate.  

ü The increase in this category o f workers is reflective of rising underemployment. As the number 

of members working in household enterprises rises, each worker simply works for less time than 

before and a large section of the workforce is underemployed.  

ü The share of the other two categor ies of self -employed workers, that is, own account workers 

and employers has declined.  

ü The share of regular salaried workers, which had been steadily rising in India until the PLFS 

2018 -19 and is considered as a more stable and secure form of employment, i s now showing a 

decline.  

ü Significantly, even amongst regular salaried workers, those who are not eligible for any social 
security benefits has increased from 51.9 per cent to 54.2 per cent suggesting that formalisation 

would have been adversely impacted.  

ü Two trends that point to a deterioration in quality of employment merit attention vis -à-vis the 
sectoral composition. First, in the non -agriculture sector, the share of those engaged in informal 

enterprises increased from 68.4 per cent in 2018 -19 to 69.5 pe r cent in 2019 -20.  
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ü Second, within the agricultural sector, much of the increase is coming through the category of 

unpaid family helpers. Their share in agricultural employment has increased (from 25.7 per cent 
to 29.7 per cent), while that of own account workers and employer s has declined (48.4 per cent 

to 44.5 per cent) between the two rounds.  

ü The PLFS 2019 -20, however, shows a sharp increase in the female LFPR by 5.5 percentage 

points. Much of this is driven by the increased LFPR of rural women.  

ü This rise coupled with thei r increasing engagement as unpaid family workers (and not better 

forms of employment such as regular salaried work) appears to mark a reversal of the trend of 

reduction in distress participation of women in the workforce.  

ü These metrics suggest that the dec line in unemployment rate based on the usual status 

approach masks a deterioration in the quality of employment and rising underemployment, 

challenges which are only likely  to have intensified post Covid.  
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Financing facility under ôAgriculture Infrastructure Fundõ 

News Excerpt  

The Union Cabinet recently gave its approval to the modifications in Central Sector 

Scheme of Financing Facility under ôAgriculture Infrastructure Fundõ.  

Pre -Connect  

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund  

¶ The Union Cabinet in July 2020 has approved a new pan India Central Sector Scheme called 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund.  

¶ The scheme aims to provide a medium - long term debt financing facility for investment in viable 
projects for post -harvest managemen t Infrastructure and community farming assets through 

interest subvention and financial support.  

¶ Under the scheme, Rs. One Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as 
loans to Primary Agricultural Credit 

Societies (PACS), Marketing 

Cooperative Societies, Farmer 

Producers Organizations (FPOs), 
Self Help Group (SHG), Farmers, 

Joint Liability Groups (JLG), 

Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, 

Agri -entrepreneurs, Startups, 

Aggregation Infrastructure 
Providers and Central/State agency 

or Lo cal Body sponsored Public 

Private Partnership Project.  

Benefits  

ü All loans under this financing 

facility will have interest subvention 

of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 
2 crore. This subvention will be 

available for a maximum period of 

seven years.  

ü Furth er, credit guarantee coverage 

will be available for eligible 

borrowers from this financing 

facility under Credit Guarantee 

Fund Trust for Micro and Small 

Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme for a 
loan up to Rs. 2 crore. The fee for 

this coverage will be paid by th e 

Government.  

ü In case of FPOs the credit guarantee 

may be availed from the facility 

created under FPO promotion 

scheme of Department of 

Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers 

Welfare (DACFW).  

ü Moratorium for repayment under this financing facility may vary subj ect to minimum of 6 

months and maximum of 2 years.  

Recent Modifications  






















































































































































