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ABOUT CURRENT CONNECT  

 

It gives us immense pleasure to present an innovative approach to master 

current affairs. Current is a passing wind and diverse issues happen at the 
same time. It is to an extent chaotic. Newspapers, magazines and various 

other sources report the chaos per se. With our experience of current affairs 
we have tried to give òthe currentó a medium to travel. It is the syllabus of 
the UPSC with their components that are the medium through  which the 

"Current is Passedó to the readers. Ever since the new syllabus of the UPSC 
came into existence, current has been gaining  significance both at prelims 
as well as mains examination. This book is meant to cover  current affairs 

and related questions arising from those  events. We have not only 
covered  the current events for their factual contents but also presented it in 

such a way that any  question asked from that topic gets covered. Moreover, 
topics are also "peppered" with  the relevant facts/key concepts that are 
rel ated to the theme.  We have also given questions for practice both, 

subjective and objective, so that  candidates are oriented to the examination 
mode. It is a collection covering myriad source  yet in a manageable size.  To 

use this book we recommend you to m aster the components of general 
studies (GS)  syllabus as broken into rows and columns (provided in the 
beginning after preface). Each  cell comprising of the portion of GS becomes 

the connect for the current and every news  subsequently covered guides the 
re ader to the address of the syllabus. It is logical to  expect that same issue 
may be connected to more than one topic of the syllabus.  Further, the news 

also has some additional vistas opened for the readers by adding a box  with a 
title òPEPPER IT WITH ó where we expect the students to build further 

around the  theme.  

We are also trying to reach the remotest part of the country with our spirit 
and zeal of òMains Answer Writingó, which has been admired by students, 
CSE rankholders and other scholars. Continu ing in line with the effort, we 

have started with programs like 7 Question (7Q) Challenge, Shell Points, 
Stock Points, Content Enrichment Booklet etc.  

When it comes to evaluation, we are altogether at a different level. We are 

also reaching every nook and corner with this expertise for the aspirants of 
CSE. Now you can write a Mains Answer and get it evaluated from our Expert 
Team and can get Feedback.   Drop a mail at  evaluation@ksgindia.com  for 

reg istering yourself in our race to perfection.  Donõt wait, itõs your golden 
chance to crack this exam and fulfill your passionate dream.   

Team KSG   

mailto:evaluation@ksgindia.com
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POLITY  

 

Demand for Autonomous District Council  

News Excerpt  

The Rengma  Nagas in Assam have written to the Centre demanding an 

autonomous district council amid a decision by the Central and the State 

governments to upgrade the Karbi  Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) into a 

territorial council.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Sixth schedule of the Constitution protects tribal populations and provides autonomy to 

the communities through creation of autonomous development councils that can frame laws 

on land, public health, agriculture and others.  

¶ As of now, 10 autonomous co uncils exist in Assam (3), Meghalaya (3), Tripura (1) and Mizoram 

(3). Sixth Schedule contains provisions relating to the administration of tribal areas in these 
states. This special provision is provided under  Article 244 and Article 275 of the Constituti on 

of India.  

¶ The specified tribal areas are the North Cachar Hills, Karbi  Anglong and the Bodoland 

Territorial Area in Assam.  

¶ The Karbi  Anglong Autonomous Council has 26 seats and elections are due in 2022.  

Historical Background  

ü According to the Rengma Naga Peoplesõ Council (RNPC), a registered body, were the first tribal 

people in Assam to have encountered the British in 

1839, but the existing Rengma Hills was 

eliminated from the political map of the State and 

replaced with that of Mikir Hills (now Karb i 

Anglong) in 1951.  

ü During the Burmese invasions of Assam in 1816 

and 1819, it was the Rengmas who gave shelter to 

the Ahom refugees.  

ü The Rengma Hills was partitioned in 1963 between 

Assam and Nagaland at the time of creation of 

Nagaland State and the Karb is, who were known 
as Mikirs till 1976, were the indigeneous tribal 

people of Mikir Hills.  

ü According to RNPC,  Rengma Hills and Mikir Hills were two separate entities till 1951. Karbis 

have no history in the Rengma Hills. People who are presently living in Rengma Hills are from 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. They speak different dialects and do not know 

Karbi language of Karbi  Anglong.  

Major Contentions  

V The KAAC population is around 12 lakh and the 

Karbis constitute only 3 lakh, the remaining are non -

Karbis, including the Rengma  Nagas, whose 
population is around 22,000. They are also 

demanding a separate legislativ e seat for Rengmas.  

V The National Socialist Council of Nagaland or NSCN 

(Isak -Muivah), says that the Rengma issue was one of the important agendas of the òIndo-Naga 

political talksó and no authority should go far enough to override their interests. 

V More th an 3,000 RengmaNagas were forced to relocate to relief camps in 2013 after several 

people were killed in a series of attacks following a call given by a Karbi insurgent group.  

V The Centre is likely to finalise a peace pact with the six Karbi insurgent group s and one of 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Provisions of the fifth and Seventh 

Schedules of the Constitution , 

Sanctuaries, Rivers and Hills of 

the Northeast  
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them - the KLNLF signed a suspension of operation in 2009 with the Assam government.  

Administration of Tribal Areas  

The rationality behind the special arrangements in respect of only the four states lies in the 

following:  

òThe tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram have not assimilated much the life 

and ways of the other people in these states. These areas have hitherto been 

anthropological specimens. The tribal people in other parts of India have more or less 

adopted the culture  of the majority of the people in whose midst they live. The tribes in 

these states, on the other hand, still have their roots in their own culture, customs and 
civilization. These areas are, therefore, treated differently by the Constitution and 

sizeable amount of autonomy has been given to these people for self -government.ó 

The various features of administration contained in the Sixth Schedule are as follows:  

o The tribal areas in these four states have been constituted as autonomous districts, but 

they do not fall outside the executive authority of the state concerned.  

o The governor is empowered to organise and re -organise the autonomous districts. Thus, 

the governor can increase or decrease their areas or change their names or define their 

boundaries and so  on.  

o If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district 

into several autonomous regions.  

o Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four 
are nominated by the governor and the  remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult 

franchise. The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is 

dissolved earlier) and nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 

Each autonomous region also  has a separate regional council.  

o The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. They can 

make laws on certain specified matters. But all such laws require the assent of the 

governor.  

o The district and regional councils wi thin their territorial jurisdictions can constitute village 

councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from 

them. The jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor.  

o The distric t council can establish, construct or manage primary schools, dispensaries, 
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. It can also make regulations for 

the control of money lending and trading by nontribals. But such regulations require the 

assent of the governor.  

o The district and regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to 

impose certain specified taxes.  

o The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and 

autonomous regio ns or apply with specified modifications and exceptions.  

o The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to 

the administration of the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or 

regional council on the recommendation of the commission.  

Conclusion  

Historical references are available in plenty about the bona fide status of the Rengma  Nagas, or for 

that matter about the Karbis in the socio -political melee of Assam history. Irrespective of tribe 

affiliation,  the Rengma  Nagas or Karbis, nobody can play fool with the well documented historical 
records. Central scheme of things as proposed under the KAATC should find their support from 

historical legitimacy. Simply to appease the Karbi militants at the cost of o verlooking the 

indigenous Rengma  Nagas will only complicate the matter.  
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Issues with Section 79 of the IT Act  

News Excerpt  

In a series of tweets, the Ministry of Law & Justice, Communications, 
Electronics and Information Technology flogged Twitter for having òdeliberately 

chosen the path of non -complianceó.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The new digital rules ask social media companies like Fac ebook, WhatsApp, and Twitter to 

identify within 36 hours the originator of a flagged message as well as to conduct additional 

due diligence, including the appointment of a Chief Compliance Officer, Nodal Contact Person, 

and resident Grievance Officer.  

¶ Section 79 of the IT act says that any intermediary shall not be held legally or otherwise liable 

for any third -party information, data, or communication link made available or hosted on its 

platform.  

¶ What has caught the attention of people is the term ôsafe harbourõ which is basically if these 
social media platforms donõt comply 

with the new rules, their indemnity will 

be taken away under Section 79 of the 

Information Technolo gy Act.  

¶ The protection under Section 79 shall 
be applicable if the intermediary does 

not in any way initiate the 

transmission of the message in 

question, select the receiver of the 

transmitted message, and does not 

modify any information contained in 

the t ransmission.  

¶ This means that as long as a platform 

acts just as the messenger carrying a 

message from point A to point B, 
without interfering with its content in 

any manner, it will be safe from any 

legal prosecution brought upon due to the message being t ransmitted.  

Major Contentions  

ü Micro -blogging platform Twitter is facing fresh heat from the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY) for failing to adhere to norms while appointing executives in 

the roles of Resident Grievance Officer, No dal Officer and Chief Compliance Officer.  

ü The communication comes at a time when the tensions seem 

to be escalating following a brief removal of "blue tick" 

verification badge from the personal account of Vice President 
Venkaiah Naidu since it had not been logged into for six 

months. The blue tick has been restored afterwards.  

ü The new IT rules came into effect recently. Significant social media intermediaries (with 

username of 50 lakh), including Twitter, was given three months to comply with them.  

ü In its letter to Twitter, the ministry has mentioned that the provisions for significant social 

media intermediaries under the rules have already come into force and till last update, Twitter 

has refused to comply with the provisions of these rules.  

ü This, according to the government, means that the protection under Section 79 of the IT Act, 

accorded to Twitter for being a social media intermediary, now stands withdrawn.  

ü Twitter has been in the l ine of fire with the Central government over content takedown 

requests for tweets from various user accounts criticizing the government on multiple 

occasions, including the farmer protests recently.  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Fundamental Rights not 

available to  Aliens  

 

A lot of Twitter users  have tweeted about losing 

followe rs ranging from a few hundreds to 

thousands of users in rece nt days.  

What has Twitter said about the drop in 

follower count?  

Twitter said the company òregularly challenges 

accounts to validate or confirm account details, 

like password or phone number, to b etter protect 

the integrity of the conversation on Twitteró. 

According to Twitter, until an account confirms 

the additional information, it remains in a locked 
state and therefore it òwill not count toward 

follower countsó. This results in a drop in follow er 

counts for many users.  
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Implication of the move  

V In the short run, since the pro tection accorded to Twitter under Section 79 of the IT Act is now 
gone, it opens up the platform to the possibility of any and all penal action that is likely to be 

taken against it as a publisher of content.  

V This means that if someone puts out any content  on Twitter that leads to some form of 
violence, or violates any Indian law with respect to content, not only the person that has put 

out the tweet will be held responsible, even Twitter will be legally liable for the content as it no 

longer has the protec tion.  

V In the longer run, there is also the theoretical possibility that Twitter might be subjected to the 
26% cap of direct foreign investment in media and publishing, which in turn means that the 

platform may be forced to look for an Indian buyer for the remaining 74% stake.  

Delimitation in Jammu and Kashmir  

News Excerpt  

A Delimitation Commission to redraw Lok  Sabha and assembly constituencies of 

the Union Territory Jammu and Kashmir and the northeastern states of Assam, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland have been constituted.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Articles 82 and 170 of the Constitution of India provide for readjustment and the division of 

each State into territorial 

constituencies (Parliamentary 
constituencies and Assembly 

constituencies) on the basis of the 

2001 census by such authority 

and in such manner as 

Parliament may, by law, 

determine.  

¶ Further, Articles 330 and 332 of 

the Constitution of India  provide 
for re -fixing the number of seats 

reserved for the Scheduled Castes 

and the Scheduled Tribes in the 

House of the People and 

Legislative Assemblies of the States on the basis of the 2001 census.  

¶ The present delimitation of Parliamentary and Assembl y constituencies is based on the 1971 

census. The uneven growth of population in different constituencies in different parts of the 

country as well as within the same State as also continuous migration of people/electorate 

from one place to other especiall y from rural areas to urban areas have resulted in strikingly 

differing sizes of electoral constituencies even within the same State.  

How often has delimitation been carried out in J&K?  
ü Delimitation exercises in J&K in the past have been slightly different  from those in the rest of 

the country because of the regionõs special status, which it had.  

ü Delimitation of Lok  Sabha seats in J&K was governed by the Constitution of India, but the 

delimitation of the stateõs Assembly seats was governed by the J&K Constitution and J&K 

Representation of the People Act, 1957.  

ü Assembly seats in J&K were delimited in 1963, 1973 and 1995. The last exercise was 

conducted by the Justice (retired) K K Gupta Commission when the state was under the 

Presidentõs Rule and was based on the 1981 census, which formed the basis of the state 

elections in 1996.   

What is the status of the Delimitation Commission set up in 2020?  
Although the Commission was tasked to finish delimitation in a year, on March 4 this year, it was 

granted a yearõs extension. This was done on the request of the panel members since it couldnõt 

make much progress due to the Covid -19 -induced shutdown across the country.  

Why is the Delimitation Commission in 
Jammu and Kashmir in the news again?  

¶ After the abrogation of J&Kõs special status in 

2019, delimitation of LokSabha and Assembly 
seats in the newly -created Union Territory would 

be as per the provisions of the Indian 

Constitution.  

¶ On March 6, 2020, the government set up the 

Delimitation Commission, headed by retired 
Supreme Court judge Ranjana  Prakash Desai, 

which was tasked with winding up delimitation in 

J&K in a year.  
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Concerns Expressed  
V While on one hand, concerns have also been expressed over how the delimitation process may 

end up favouring the Jammu region over Kashmir in terms of the seats, on the other, 

arguments have also made abou t how the 

Jammu region has been underrepresented, 

with demands made for increasing its share.  

V Meanwhile, former J&K finance minister 
Haseeeb Drabu had called for distribution of 

Assembly constituencies in the Union Territory 

òon the basis of share of populationó. 

V With population as the base, the allocation can be tempered by giving some weightage to the 

density of population. If the inverse of population density is used, it will work as relevant 

surrogate for area, since low population density will get a hi gher weightage.  

Conclusion  

It needs to be understood by all that the Commission is an independent body and the executive 

and political parties cannot interfere in its functioning. Thus, all parties trying to put a question 

mark on the fairness and transpa rency of the Commission are guilty of casting aspersions and 
doubting the functioning of a body which is backed by constitution. The award of the Commission 

cannot be challenged even in a court of law.  

Priority should be to strengthen grassroots democracy in  J&K. Delimitation has to happen at a 

quick pace so that polls can happen and J&K gets an elected Government that gives strength to 

J&Kõs development trajectory.  

 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient features of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1950  and the 

Representation  of the People Act, 1951  

Delimitation Commission  
× Delimitation is the process  of demarcation of the boundaries of parliamentary or assembly 

constituencies. The process is carried out every few years to ensure that each constituency 

has approximately an equal number of voters ñ the underlying logic being that a set 

number of voters have one representative in the LokSabha as well as in the state assemblies 
across the country.   

× The commission consists of a chairman ñ a retired or sitting judge of the Supreme Court ñ 

the chief election commissioner or any of the two election commission ers, and the election 

commissioner of the state in which the exercise is being carried out. In addition, five MPs 

and five MLAs of the state are chosen as associate members of the commission.  

× It is an independent body appointed by the President of India a nd works in collaboration 
with the Election Commission of India.  

× A quota of constituencies to be reserved in each State is fixed depending on the proportion 

of SC or ST in that State.  

× Those constituencies that have the highest proportion of Scheduled Tribe population are 

reserved for ST.  
× In the case of Scheduled Caste s, the Delimitation Commission looks at two things. It picks 

constituencies that have higher proportion of Scheduled Caste population. But it also 

spreads these constituencies in different regions of the State.  

× This is done because the Scheduled Caste pop ulation is generally spread evenly throughout 

the country. These reserved constituencies can be rotated each time the Delimitation 

exercise is undertaken.  
× The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power body whose orders have the force of 

law and can not be called  in question before any court.  

× The copies of its orders are laid before Lok  Sabha and the state legislative assembly 

concerned, "but no modifications are permissible therein by them.  

× In India, such Delimitation Commissions have been constitut ed four times --  in 1952 under 
the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952, in 1963 under Delimitation Commission Act, 1962, 

in 1973 under Delimitation Act, 1972 and in 2002 under Delimitation Act, 2002.  
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Reservation for promotion of disabled person  

News Excerpt  

Supreme Court held that a disabled person can avail the benefit of reservation for 
promotion even if he or she was recruited in the regular category or developed the 

disability after gaining employment.   

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Rights of Persons with Disabilities  (RPwD) Act, 2016 provides that òthe appropriate 

Government shall ensure that the PWD enjoy the right to equality, life with dignity, and respect 

for his or her own integrity equally with others.ó The Government is to take steps to utilize the 

capacity of the PWD by providing appropriate environment.  

¶ In the RPwD Act, 2016, the list has been expanded from 7 to 21 conditions and it now also 

includes cerebral palsy, dwarfism, muscular dystrophy, acid attack victims, hard of hearing, 

speech and language disabil ity, specific learning disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, 

chronic neurological disorders such as multiple sclerosis and Parkinson's disease, blood 

disorders such as haemophilia, thalassemia, and sickle cell anaemia, and multiple disabilities.  

Highlig hts of the Judgement  

ü The verdict was based on an appeal filed by the Kerala government against a State High Court 

decision that Leesamma Joseph was eligible for reservation in promotion under the PwD quota. 

Ms. Joseph, whose permanent disability was assess ed at 55%, was employed in the Police 

department on compassionate grounds after her brotherõs death in harness. 

ü The source of recruitment ought not to make any 

difference but what is material is that the employee is 

a PwD at the time for consideration for promotion. 

The important thing is the employee  should be a 

ôperson with disabilityõ (PwD) at the time of the 

promotion to avail of the disabled quota.  

ü Honõble apex court wrote that the 1995 Act [Persons 

with Disabilities Act of 1995] does not make a 
distinction between a person who may have entered s ervice on account of disability and a 

person who may have acquired disability after having entered the service. Similarly, the same 

position would be with the person who may have entered service on a claim of a compassionate 

appointment. The mode of entry in service cannot be a ground to make out a case of 

discriminatory promotion.  

ü The responsibility to provide equal opportunities to disabled persons does not end with giving 

them reservation at the time of recruitment. The legislative mandate provides for equal 

opportunity for career progression, including promotion. Thus, it would be a negation of the 

legislative mandate if promotion is denied to PwD and such reservation is confined to the 

initial stage of induction in service. This would in fact result in  stagnation of the disabled in a 

consequential frustration.  

ü Apex Court gave Kerala government three months to identify posts in which reservation could 

be given for PwD in promotion. Once that post is identified, the logical conclusion would be 
that it wo uld be reserved for PwD who have been promoted. The absence of rules to provide for 

reservation in promotion would not defeat the rights of PwD to a reservation in promotion as it 

flows from the legislation.  

ü Reservation has to be computed with reference t o total number of vacancies in the cadre 
strength and no distinction can be made between the posts to be filled by direct recruitment 

and by promotion. Thus, total number of vacancies in the cadre strength would include the 

vacancies to be filled in by nom ination as well as by promotion.  

Conclusion  

Disability refers to the disadvantage or restrictions of activity caused by the way society is 

organised which takes little or no account if people who have physical, sensory or mental 
impairments. Disability is  an unfortunate part of human life which can affect not only the natural 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Mental Retardation  vs. I ntellectual 

disability , The UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Disabled Persons , 

National Federation of blind vs.  

Union Public Service Commission  
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way of a living but also despair component strength and power.  

The Government needs to launch more social security schemes for disabled sections and generate 

more employment opportun ities for them. Several schemes and benefits conference on the 
disabled persons has come up as relief and has successfully served to provide equal opportunities 

to the disabled section.  

The Model Tenancy Act  

News Excerpt  

In the absence of a formal and regulated rental tribunal, the disputes and 

mistrust between owners and tenants in the rental sector have been high to the 

extent that a large number of owners decided not to rent the property and keep 

them vacant.   

The rece ntly -approved Model Tenancy Act (MTA) aims to bridge this chasm by streamlining Indiaõs 

rental landscape and bringing rental laws into the 21st century.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Rental housing is regulated by states as land, land improvement, and control of rent falls 

under the State List of the Constitution.  

¶ The 2015 draft Rental Housing Policy noted that these laws led to low rental yields and 

disincentivised landlords from investing in rental properties. These also skewed arrangements 

towards tenants, made it d ifficult to evict them, led to more litigation, and consequently eroded 

the trust of landlords in the regulatory system.   

¶ This led to the rental demand being serviced through other rental arrangements such as leave 

and license agreements.  

¶ Reforms in tenan cy laws were first recommended at the central level under the Jawaharlal 

Nehru Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) in 2005. JNNURM listed the repeal of rent -control 

laws as a mandatory reform to access aid under the mission.  

¶ States could formulate laws regulati ng rental housing on the Model Rent Legislation, 1992. 

However, as of 2020, 20 states continue to have rent control legislations. A few states such as 

Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh have repealed their rent control laws.  

Background  

ü Post-independen ce, states regulated 
rental housing through rent control 

laws. These laws specified a ceiling on 

the rental amount, and put 

conditions for eviction of the tenant, 

to prevent landlords from charging 

exorbitant rents and ensure that 

people found safe and sta ble housing.  

ü Rental housing is a predominantly 

urban phenomenon in India. As of 
2013, 95% of households in rural 

areas live in self -owned housing.  

ü Globally, the demand for rental 

housing in urban areas is 
proportionate to the growth in the 

population liv ing in urban areas. 

However, in India the trend has been 

different, which could be attributed to 

a policy push towards home 

ownership and low rental yields.  

ü Between 1951 and 2011, the urban population in India grew by six times and as of 2011, 

comprises a round 31% of the total population. However, the share of persons living in urban 

Provisio ns for the protection of tenantsõ 
rights  

The Act prohibits the landlords from withholding 

essential supplies for any reason. MTA also 

mandates for a 24 -hour notice to be served to the 

tenants before any repair work is carried out on 

the property that may c urtail the supply of 

utilities, structural repairs by the landlords, etc. 

In the case a landlord fails to refund the rent, 

they will have to pay simple interest on the 

refund amount to the tenant at regular intervals. 

Furthermore, the law ensures that tena nts canõt 

be evicted during the tenure of their tenancy 

unless the details of it are furnished in writing by 

both parties. The Act also mandates a three -

month notice before a hike in rentals to 

safeguard the economic interests the tenants.  
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rental accommodation decreased from 58% to 27% between 1961 and 2011.  

ü Urban areas also face a significant housing shortage. As of 2012, the urban housing shortage 

was estimate d to be at 1.9 crore units. Note that the urban population is estimated to increase 

to 43.7 crore by 2021.  

ü The draft National Urban Rental Housing Policy, 2015 noted that the housing shortage in 

urban areas will not be solved by home ownership, and sugges ted promoting rental housing. It 
recommended repeal of existing rent -control laws and adoption of a new rental framework 

based on the draft Model Tenancy Act, 2015.  

ü So far, Tamil Nadu has enacted a law regulating tenancy based on the 2015 Model Act. The 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs had released another draft version of the Model Act in 

October 2020 for public feedback.  

Highlights of the Model Tenancy Act  

V The Model Tenancy Act, 2021 was approved by the Union Cabinet on June 2, 2021 for 

adoption by states and union territories. It seeks to:  

a. establish a speedy adjudication mechanism for dispute resolution  

b.  regulate renting of premises  

c. protect interests of lan dlords and tenants   

V The Model Act requires the landlord and tenant to sign a written agreement which specifies the 

rent, period of tenancy and other related terms. Security deposit is capped at two monthsõ rent 

for residential premises, and six monthsõ rent for non -residential premises.  

V Conditions for eviction of tenant under the Model Act include:  

a. refusal to pay agreed upon rent  

b.  failure to pay rent for more than two months  

c. occupation of part or whole of premises without written consent  

d.  misuse of premise s despite a written notice  

V The Model Act establishes a three -tier quasi -judicial dispute adjudication mechanism 

consisting of:  

a. Rent Authority  

b.  Rent Court  

c. Rent Tribunal  

V No civil court will have jurisdiction over matters pertaining to provisions under the Mo del Act.  

V Rent Authorities and Rent Courts may be established by the District Collector with the 

approval of the state government.  The state or union territory government may establish a 

Rent Tribunal after consulting with the jurisdictional High Court.   

Key Issues and Analysis  

Á The Model Act may not resolve key issues in the rental housing sector that it seeks to address. 

Experts have recommended various reforms that are required to address issues such as 

availability, affordability, and the need to formalise the rental housing market.  

Á The Model Act specifies minute details of what should be included in a rent agreement such as 

assigning responsibility for structural repairs and routine maintenance, and the maximum -

security deposit. It is unclear why a central legislation must include such details which may be 

mutually agreed upon by contracting parties when 

signing an agreement  

Á Registration of the rent agreements requires Aadhaar 

number to be submitted. Mandating submission of 

Aadhaar number to register a rent agreement may 
violate a Supreme Court judgement.  F urther, the 

Authority must upload the details of the agreement 

(and supporting documents) on a public portal. This 

may violate the right to privacy of the contracting 

parties.   

PEPPER IT WITH  

Article 299: Contractual Liability 

of the State, Art. 300: Tortuous 

Liability of the State, Art. 300A : 

Persons not to be deprived of 

property save by authority of law.  
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Á The timeline for resolution of some disputes by adjudicatory bodies has not be en specified in 

the Model Act. These include disputes on withholding essential services, revision of rent and 

contraventions by property managers.   

Conclusion  

By the Model Tenancy Act (MTA), government plans to make the real estate sector more conducive 
to the creation of a migration -oriented society while facilitating a 50 -50 distribution between rental 

and owned property. If followed in letter and spirit, the law can be the key to unlocking a huge 

stock of vacant properties as a way of bridging the massi ve housing shortage which 

disproportionately affects Indians from low - to middle -income groups.  

MTA marks a watershed moment in the Indian real estate market. Its implementation can lead to 

several constructive developments such as uniform legislation acr oss all states; protection of 

tenant and landlord rights; and a clear demarcation of stakeholder responsibilities and provisions. 

It is the solution to a problem too long in the tooth and may just prove to be the silver bullet 

required for the rejuvenation  of Indiaõs rental real estate by unlocking the vacant houses for rental 

purposes.  

Model Panchayat Citizens Charter  

News Excerpt  

Ministry of Panchayati Raj in collaboration with National Institute of Rural 

Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) has relea sed a Model Panchayat 

Citizens Charter framework for delivery of the services across the sectors, 

aligning actions with localised Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Panchayats are expected 

to utilise this framework to 
draw up a citi zenõs charter 

and adopt it through a 

resolution of the Gram Sabha 

by 15 August this year. The 

state governments have been 
requested to draw up a time  

bound plan of action for the 

purpose.  

¶ The aim of the Model 

Panchayat Citizens Charter is 
to provide servic es to the 

people in a time bound 

manner, redressing their 

grievances and improving 

their lives.  

¶ Basic objective of the Gram 

Panchayat Citizen Charter is 

to empower the citizens in 

relation to public services and 

to improve the quality of 
services without a ny 

prejudice, and in accordance 

with the expectations of the 

citizens.  

About Model Panchayat 
Citizens Charter  

ü A Model Panchayat Citizens 

Charter/ framework for 

Citizen's Charter  

A Citizens' Charter represents the commitment of the 
Organisation towards standard, quality and time frame 

of service delivery, grievance redress mechanism, 

transparency and accountability. Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, in the 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pension s, 

Government of India, in its efforts to provide more 
responsive and citizen -friendly governance coordinates 

the efforts to formulate and operationalise Citizens' 

Charters. Various Central Government Ministries/ 

Departments/ Organisations have brought out  their 

Citizens' Charters. With a view to ensure effective 
implementation of Citizens' Charter, Nodal Officers 

have been appointed in the concerned Central 

Government Ministries/ Departments/ Organisations.  

The objective of Charter exercise is to build bri dges 
between citizens and administration and to streamline 

administration in tune with the needs of citizens . 

The Charters are expected to incorporate the following 

elements: - 

¶ Vision and Mission Statement  

¶ Details of business transacted by the organisation  

¶ Details of clients  

¶ Details of services provided to each client group  

¶ Details of grievance redress mechanism and how to 

access it  

¶ Expectations from the clients.  
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delivery of the services across the 29 sectors, aligning actions with localised SDGs was 

prepare d by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) in collaboration with NIRDPR.  

ü It is expected that the Panchayats utilising this framework, and with the due approval of Gram 
Sabha, would draw up a Citizens Charter, detailing the different categories of services rendered 

to the citizen by the Panchayat, the conditions for such service and also the time limit for such 

service.  

ü Adopting this will help in making the citizens aware of their rights on the one hand, and to 

make the Panchayats and their elected represent atives directly accountable to the people, on 

the other hand.  

ü It would ensure enhanced citizen service experiences.  

ü It would deepen inclusive and accountable Local Self Governments by incorporating diverse 

views while designing and delivering services.  

ü The charter would ensure transparent and effective delivery of public services for sustainable 

development.  

Issues faced in Implementing the Citizen Charters  

The Citizens' Charters initiative in India had started in 1997 and the Charters formulated are in a 

nascent stage of implementation. Introduction of a new concept is always difficult in any 

organisation. Introduction and implementation of the concept of Ci tizens' Charter in the 
Government of India was much more difficult due to the old bureaucratic set up/procedures and 

the rigid attitudes of the work force.  

Way Forward  

V In 1992, the UK Government introduced Charter Mark, a scheme for recognising and 

encour aging excellence in public service. To win a Charter Mark the organisation has to 

demonstrate excellence against specified charter mark criteria which corresponds to the 

principles of public service delivery.  

V The Government of Malaysia also instituted a ' Best Client's Charter Award' in 1993 based on 

the UK model.  

V In India, the DARPG has identified a professional agency to develop an appropriate Charter 

Mark scheme. This scheme will encourage and reward improvement in public service delivery 

with reference to the commitments and standards notified in the Charter.  

V The 'Charter Mark' is proposed to be awarded after assessment by an independent panel of 

judges. This would not only give a sense of achievement to the organisation awarded the 

Charter Mark but also promote a spirit of competitiveness amongst various organi sations that 

have issued Citizens' Charter and generating awareness among citizens.  

V A prototype has been developed by the professional agency and is in the process of validation 

in identified Departments/ Organisations.  

Key recommendations for better 
impl ementation of the Citizens Charter 
are as follows:  

o Need for citizens and staff to be 

consulted at every stage of 

formulation of the Charter.  

o Orientation of staff about the salient features and goals/ objectives of the Charter.  

o Vision and mission statement of the department.  

o Skills such as team building, problem solving, handling of grievances and 

communication skills.  

o Need for creation of database on consumer grievances and redress.  

o Need for wider publicity of the Charter through print media, posters, banne rs, leaflets, 

handbills, brochures, local newspapers etc. and also through electronic media.  

o Earmarking of specific budgets for awareness generation and orientation of staff.  

o Replication of best practices in this field.  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient features of the Right to Information 

Act, 2005; Central Vigilance Commission, 

Ombudsman, Duties and responsibilities of 

the Grievance Redressal Officer  
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Conclusion  

The implementation of Citizens' Charter is an on -going exercise because it has to reflect the 

extensive and continual changes taking place in the domain of public services. Indian Government 
continuously strives to serve the citizens in an effective and effici ent way so as not only to meet 

but to exceed their expectations. The Citizens' Charter initiative is a major step in this direction.  

Schedule VIII of the Constitution  

News Excerpt  

The demand for official language status for Tulu was trending on social media in 

Karnataka. The campaign has been reignited as the Tulu film industry is 

celebrating its 50th anniversary.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Part XVII of the Constitution deals 
with the official language in 

Articles 343 to 351.  

¶ When the President (on a demand 

being made) is satisfie d that a 

substantial proportion of the 
population of a state desire the 

use of any language spoken by 

them to be recognised by that 

state, then he may direct that 

such language shall also be 

officially recognised in that state. 
This provision aims at prote cting 

the linguistic interests of 

minorities in the states.  

¶ Tulu is spoken in the Tulunadu 
region, which consists of coastal 

Karnataka and parts of Kerala. 

However, according to the Atlas of 

the Worldõs Languages in Danger, 

published by UNESCO, Tulu is 

now  considered a vulnerable 

language.  

Who all speak Tulu in India now 
and what is its history?  

ü Tulu is a Dravidian language 

spoken mainly in Dakshina 
Kannada and Udupi of Karnataka 

and Kasaragod district of Kerala. 

As per the 2011 Census report, 

there are 18 ,46,427 Tulu -

speaking people in India.  

ü Some scholars suggest Tulu is 

among the earliest Dravidian languages with a history of 2000 years. Robert Caldwell (1814 -

1891), in his book, A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian or South -Indian Family of 

Languages,  called Tulu òone of the most highly developed languages of the Dravidian familyó. 

What is the demand by Tulu speakers?  

The Tulu speakers have been requesting the governments to give it official language status and 

include it in the eighth schedule to the Constitution. Presently, there are 22 languages in the 

PEPPER IT WITH  

Major Families of Languages: Indo -

European(Arya),Dravidian 

(Dravida),Austric (Nishada),Sino 

Tibetan (Kirata) , Classical 

Languages  

 

Present status of Tulu  
According to the Karnataka Tulu Sahitya Academy , 

people who speak Tulu are confined to the above -

mentioned regions of Karnataka and Kerala, 

informally known as Tulu Nadu. òAt present, Tulu is 

not an official language in the country. Efforts are 

being made to include Tulu in the eighth schedule of 

the Con stitution. If included in the eighth schedule, 

Tulu would get recognition from the Sahitya  

Akademi .  

Tulu in Education  
Karnataka introduced Tulu as a language in schools 

a few years ago. According to the state education 

department, in the year 2020, a tota l of 956 children 

from Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts wrote 

Tulu as the third optional language in the secondary 

examination. In 2014 -15, 18 students chose the 

language as the third optional when it was 

introduced. Last year, ôJai Tulunadõ conducted an 

online campaign demanding to include Tulu in the 

new National Education Policy (NEP). The 

organization started a ôTweet Tulunadõ campaign 

with the hashtag #EducationInTulu.  

Tulu Art, Culture and Cinema  
Tulu has a rich oral literature tradition with folk -

song forms like paddana, and traditional folk theatre 

yakshagana. Tulu also has an active tradition of 

cinema with around 5 to 7 Tulu language movies 

produced a year. Tulu films are being screened every 

day in Mangaluru and Udupi in at least one theatre.  
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eighth schedule to the Constitution.  

Is there any resistance against the centre because of language?  

V Regional aspirations of people based on language were fulfilled by the creation of separate 

states like Andhra Pradesh. The contribution of Potti  Sriramulu is commendable which made 

Andhra Pradesh the first state made on linguistic grounds.  

V The people of Tamil Nadu wanted a separate Dravid Nadu for a long which was also partially 

based on languag e led by CN Annadurai and EV Ramaswamy  Naicker.  

V Nagaland is also demanding a 

separate Nagalim.  

V People speak different languages and 

hence they are Kannada, Marathi or 
Tulu before certain states like 

Maharashtra, Karnataka or Andhra 

Pradesh were created, hence 

languages cannot be taken away 

from them. Multiple languages pose 
a problem of their own like a 

hindrance in communication and 

understanding, feeling of oneness, 

bu t a diverse nation like India 

cannot have a single language. If a 

language loses its presence in daily 
interactions, the way of life 

connected to that language also 

vanishes.  

The demand for separate 
statehood for Tulu Nadu  

The political party ôTuluvere Pakshaõ, 

which got recognition from the Election 

Commission of India in February 2021 

under section 29A of Representation of 

the People Act 1951, has given wings to 
the political aspirations of the Tulu -

speaking people. ôTuluvere Pakshaõ 

contended that òWhen the country was 

reorganised based on languages, Tulu 

Nadu was partly shared among Kerala 

and Karnataka. When there was a separate state for Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada -

speaking people, why there cannot be a separate state for Tulu Nadu?ó 

Protectio n of Linguistic Minorities  

In this regard, the Constitution makes the following provisions:  

 Every aggrieved person has the right to submit a representation for the redress of any 

grievance to any officer or authority of the Union or a state in any of the l anguages used in the 

Union or in the state, as the case may be. This means that a representation cannot be rejected 

on the ground that it is not in the official language.  

 Every state and a local authority in the state should provide adequate facilities for  instruction 

in the mother -tongue at the primary stage of education to children belonging to linguistic 

minority groups. The president can issue necessary directions for this purpose.  

 The president should appoint a special officer for linguistic minorities  to investigate all matters 
relating to the constitutional safeguards for linguistic minorities and to report to him. The 

president should place all such reports before the Parliament and send to the state government 

concerned.  

What are the criteria for official language 
status?  
Article 345 of the Indian Constitution provides 

recognition by Constitution as an official language 

of India. The language adopted by law, by a state 

legislature can be deemed as an official language of 

that state. According to Article 346 and 347 of the 

Indian constitution, any state legislature by passing 

a law can adopt one or more languages as an official 

language of the state. After the commencement of 

the constitution, English was used as an official 

language for 15 years until 1960. If a language is 

spoken by a minority, the President of India 

appoints a special officer for linguistic minorities 

who investigates matters associating with sheltering 

the language.  

To look into issues related to linguistic and religious 

minorities national commission for religious and 

linguistic minorities also known as the Ranganath 

Mishra Commission was established by the 

government in 2004. The commission has to 

suggest ideas for the identification of economically 

and socially backward sections in religious and 

linguist ic minorities. The commission had to 

suggest welfare measures along with reasonable 

constitutional, legal and bureaucratic techniques.  
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Conclusion  

If Santhali  Bodo languages are taken into consideration Tulu can be included in the eighth 

schedule of the Constitution. Since there is no fixed definition of linguistic minorities, Tulu can be 

considered a minority. As history is our witness forcing people t o speak a foreign language leads to 

resistance. A diverse country like India with numerous dialects, scripts and languages can make 

room for one more.   

Issues with UAPA  

News Excerpt  

The recent orders by the Delhi High Court are perhaps the first instance of a court 

calling out alleged misuse of the UAPA against individuals in cases that do not 

necessarily fall in the category of "terrorism" cases.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act 19 67 (UAPA) 
was developed as an anti -

terrorism law to prevent such 

unlawful activities association 

and maintain the sovereignty 

and integrity of India. 

Throughout the years it has 
been amended for effective 

application and to serve the 

primary intent of the act.  

¶ Section 15 of the UAPA defines 
òterrorist actó and is punishable 

with imprisonment for a term of 

at least five years to life. In case 

the terrorist act results in death, 

the punishment is death or 

imprisonment for life.  

¶ UAPA, in relaxing timelines for  

the state to file chargesheets and its stringent conditions for bail, gives the state more powers 

compared to the Indian Penal Code.  

What is its scope and how has it been expanded over the years?  

ü The Act provided for declaring an association or a body of  individuals òunlawfuló if they 
indulged in any activity that included acts and words, spoken or written, or any sign or 

representation, that supported any claim to bring about òthe cession of a part of the territory of 

Indiaó, or its òsecessionó, or which questions or disclaims the countryõs sovereignty and 

territorial integrity.  

ü Prior to the UAPAõs enactment, associations were being declared unlawful under the Criminal 

Law (Amendment) Act, 1952. However, the SC held that the provision on bans was unlawful 

because there was no judicial mechanism to scrutinise the validity of any ba n. Therefore, the 

UAPA included provisions for a Tribunal which has to confirm within six months the 

notification declaring an outfit unlawful.  

ü In its present form, the Act, after the amendments in 2004 and 2013, covers the declaration of 

associations as unlawful, punishment for terrorist acts and activities, acts threatening the 

countryõs security, including its economic security (a term that covers fiscal and monetary 

security, food, livelihood, energy ecological and environmental security), and provisio ns to 

prevent the use of funds for terrorist purposes, including money laundering.  

ü The ban on organisations was initially for two years, but from 2013, the period of proscription 

The Latest Amendment  
¶ The UAPA has  been amended on multiple occasions 

to incorporate the changing techniques of 

terrorism, from shifting the burden of proof to 

making extra -territorial arrests. The recent 

amendment that came was the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 (UAP A, 2019) 

which dealt with expanding the definition of 

òterroristó to include individuals under Section 35 

and 36 of Chapter VI of the Act.  

¶ It allows the DG of NIA seizure of property from 

proceeds of terrorism under Section 25 and the 

powers of officers w ith the rank of inspectors and 

above to investigate cases under UAPA Section 43.  

¶ A Review Committee to ôdenotifyõ the individual 
notified as a terrorist is also constituted by the 

Central Government . 
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has been extended to five years.  

ü After the prevention of Terrorism Act (POT A), 2002, was repealed, the UAPA was expanded to 

include what would have been terrorist acts in earlier laws. The 2004 amendments were also 
aimed at giving effect to 

various anti -terrorism 

resolutions of the 

United Nations Security 

Council.  

 

Data and Analysis  

V According to data 

provided by the Ministry 

of Home Affairs in 
Parliamen t in March, a 

total of 1126 cases were 

registered under UAPA 

in 2019, a sharp rise 

from 897 in 2015.  

V Official statistics on 

UAPA reveals that police 

managed just a 29% 

conviction rate in 2019 
and 95% of cases that 

reached courts in that 

year are still pen ding.  

V Despite this poor track 

record, an increasing 

number of cases are 

being registered each 

year ð 901 in 2017, 

1182 in 2018 and 1226 
in 2019. Of the 2, 361 

cases that went to trial 

in 2019, only 113 saw 

completions of which 

just 33 cases saw 

conviction .  

V Many are of the view that UAPA presumes a person is guilty until proven innocent, contrary to 

the spirit of the Constitution. The provisions make it tough to get bail. Further, there is no 

proper disclosure of evidence which makes it more challenging.  

 

  

PEPPER IT WITH  

Salient Features of the National 

Investigation Agency Act, Terrorist and 

Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act , 

Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime 

Act , Prevention of Terrorism Act  

What is the origin of the UAPA?  

Centre was considering a stringent law against calls for 
secession in the mid ð 1960s. In  1967, a peasant uprising in 

Naxalbari imparted a sense of urgency. On June 17, 1966, 

President had promulgated the Unlawful Activities (Preven tion) 

Ordinance òto provide for the more effective prevention of 

unlawful activities of individuals and associationsó. 

How do UAPA provisions differ from regular criminal 
law?  

Just like other special laws dealing with narcotic drugs and the 

now -defunct la ws on terrorism, the UAPA also modifies the Code 

of Criminal Procedure to give it more teeth. A remand order can 

be for 30 days instead of the usual 15, and the maximum period 
of judicial custody before the filling of a chargesheet is 

extendable from the u sual 90 days to 180 days. This extension, 

however, depends on the Public Prosecutor filling a report on the 

progress in the investigation and giving reasons for seeking 

another 90 days to complete it. The law also makes it more 

difficult to obtain bail.  

What is the controversy about its bail provisions?  

Under sec. 43D(5)  of the Act, bail cannot be granted to a suspect 

if the court is of the opinion that there are reasonable grounds 

to believe that the charges are prima facie true. A Supreme 

Court judgment o n this has clarified that this meant that the 

court considering bail should not examine the evidence too 
deeply, but must go by the prosecution version based on broad 

probabilities.  
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SOCIAL ISSUES, GOVERNMENT SCHEMES, REPORTS & INDICES  

 

SDG India Index 2020 ð21  

News Excerpt  

Recently, NITI Aayog Released SDG India Index 2020 -21 and Kerala has retained 

the top rank in Index.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates progress of states and Union 

Territories (UTs) on various parameters including health, education, gender, economic growth, 

institutions, climate change and environment. First launched in December 2018, the index has 
becom e the primary tool for monitoring progress on the SDGs in India. It has also fostered 

competition among the states and UTs by ranking them on the global goals.  

¶ The SDG India Index scores range between 0 ð100, higher the score of a State/UT, the greater 

the distance to target achieved. States and UTs are classified in four categories based on their 
SDG India Index score ñ aspirant: 0 ð49; performer: 50 ð64; front -runner: 65 ð99, achiever: 

100. Currently, there are no states in the aspirant and achiever category;  15 states/UTs are in 

the performer category and 22 states/UTs in the front runner category.  

What is the significance of the SDG Indian Index?  

ü The index is developed in collaboration with the United Nations in India. It tracks the progress 

of all states an d UTs on 115 indicators aligned with the National Indicator Framework (NIF) of 

the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.  

ü The index is a key tool for focused policy dialogue, formulation and implementation through 

development actions, in line  with the global SDG framework.  

ü It helps in identifying crucial gaps related to tracking the SDGs and the need for India to 

develop its statistical systems.  

ü From covering 13 Goals with 62 indicators in its first edition in 2018, the third edition of the 

in dex covers 16 Goals on 115 quantitative indicators.  

Key Findings of the Index  

V The countryõs overall SDG score improved by 6 points ñ from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020 -21 ñ 

on accounts of improvement in performance in providing facilities including clean water and 

sanitation, affordable and clean energy among others.  

V While Kerala retained its rank as the top with a score of 75, Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 

both took the second spot with a score of 74. Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst 

performing state s in this yearõs India index. 

V Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 79, followed by Delhi (68).  

V Mizoram, Haryana and Uttarakhand are the top gainers in 2020 -21 in terms of improvement in 

score from 2019, with an increase of 12, 1 0 and 8 points  

V Twenty -one states and all UTs bagged a position in the category of front -runners, while no 

state/UT was in the category of aspirants (with index score less than 50 ).     
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Analytica  

How can India Achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 agenda?  

Á India is now approaching òone size fits alló by stressing the need for localisation of SDGs to 

achieve the 2030 SDG agenda but countries can certainly share experience and learn from 

each other.  

Á Due to the localisation efforts, the path to implement the 2030 Agenda will be relatively smooth 

even in the face of the COVID -19 pandemic.  

Á For the 2030 Agenda to succeed in big countries like India with a population of 1.3 billion, 

SDG localisation is an imperative.  

Á Breaking down goals and implementation to sub -national and local levels is the only way to 
succeed in achieving SDG targets. Localisation also allows developing local solutions  to local 

challenges by empowering provincial and local levels of government.  
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When this unemployment situation gets 
controlled?  

× A process of globally uneven economic recovery 

can be expected to begin from the second half 

of 2 021 on - wards ð driven by progress in 
vaccination and large -scale fiscal spending.  

× These positive effects will mostly remain 

limited in their geographical scope without 

concerted international policy action on both 

vaccine distribution and fiscal sup - port , 
including debt relief.  

× Projected employment in 2021, however, will 

still fall short of its pre -crisis level. In addition, 

it is likely that there will be fewer jobs than 

would have been created in the absence of the 

pandemic.  
× The projected employment gro wth will be too 

weak to provide sufficient employment 

opportunities for those who became inactive or 

unemployed during the pandemic and for 

younger cohorts entering the labour market, 
who have suffered significant disruptions to 

their education and trainin g. 

× As a result, many previously inactive workers 

will enter the labour force but will not be able 

to find employment. This is expected to cause 

a sustained and pronounced increase in 
unemployment: from 187 million in 2019 to 

220 million in 2020, 220 mil - lion in 2021 and 

205 million in 2022.  

 

 

 

 

Conclusion  

In spite of the pandemic, we have seen remarkable progress in some crucial goals, for example in 
Goal 3 (Good Health and Well -Being), Goal 6 (Clean Water and Sanitatio n), Goal 7 (Affordable and 

Clean Energy), Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) and Goal 12 (Responsible 

Consumption and Production).  

World Employment and Social Out look  

News Excerpt  

Global unemployment is expected to be at 205 million in 2020, surpassing the 

2019 level of 187 million and the jobs shortfall induced by novel coronavirus 
disease (COVID -19) pandemic was 75 million in 2021 and is expected to be 23 

million in 2022, warned t he World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2021 released by 

International labour Organization (ILO).  

Pre -Connect  

The report analyses the impact of the crisis 

on the labour market across the world and 
offers projections for recovery and gives 

details of the unequal impact of the crisis 

on different groups of worke rs and 

enterprises and calls for a broad -based 

human -centered recovery.  

Reason for unemployment  

¶ There has been an unprecedented 
disruption to labour markets worldwide 

due to COVID -19 pandemic, which has 

affected the lives of the younger 

generation and brou ght about 

disruption to their education, 

especially in those regions of the world 
where digital infrastructure is less 

developed. Also made it more difficult 

for them to enter the labour market 

and hold on to their jobs.  

¶ The pandemic worsened long -standin g 
inequalities with many women workers 

dropping out of the labour force, 

putting at risk years of progress 

towards achieving gender equality and 

pushing them back to the more 

traditional gender roles.  

¶ For informal and low -skilled workers, 

working from home  was not an option. 

Many had to face huge health risks to 

keep their jobs, often with no access to 

social security benefits.  

What are the situations in difference sectors?  

ü Many businesses, particularly micro and small enterprises, have already gone bankrup t or are 

facing a highly uncertain future, with negative consequences for their future productivity and 

their ability to retain workers.  

ü The problem is most pronounced in those sectors of economic activity that have been most 

affected by the crisis ð that is, accommodation and food services, wholesale and retail trade, 

construction and manufacturing ð and in activities where there is a large number of smaller 

enterprises.  
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ü Informal workers have also been affected disproportionately by the crisis. Roughly 2 -billion 

workers ð or 60.1 per cent of the globally employed ð were working informally in 2019.  

ü Informal employees were three times more likely than their formal counterparts, and 1.6 times 
more likely than the self -employed, to lose their jobs as a result of the crisis, thereby 

contributing to the observed shift towards self -employment.  

ü Workers with higher skill levels tend to work in occupations that have been less affected by 

employment losses and that have benefited from options for working remotely.  

ü Man y migrant workers experienced an abrupt termination of their employment along with 

nonpayment or delayed payment of wages, and at the same time often lacked access to social 

protection benefits that could make up for their income losses.  

 

Situation of Unemployment in India due to COVID -19  

V India's unemployment rate rose to its highest level since 1991 during 2020 as coronavirus 

pandemic caused economy to come to a screeching halt.  

V India's unemployment rate sharply rose to 7.11 per cent in 20 20 from 5.27 per cent in 2019, 

said a report by Centre for Economic Data and Analysis (CEDA) based on the ILOSTAT 
database of International Labour Organisation. Going back, India saw its unemployment rate 

rise between 2008, when it was 5.36 per cent to 5.6 5 per cent in 2010. It maintained a 

downward trend between 2013 and 2019, when it came down from 5.67 per cent to 5.27 per 

cent.  

V India also registered higher unemployment rate compared to United States, United Kingdom 

and Germany between 2015 and 2019, the  report said. However, the US had higher 

unemployment rate as compared to India in 2020 (8.31 per cent). United Kingdom and 

Germany had unemployment rates of 4.34 per cent and 4.31 per cent, respectively.  

V The rise in unemployment is likely to continue with  India looking at double -digit 

unemployment rate in May this year.  

What need to be done?  

Á There is an urgent need to build back better ñ create productive employment opportunities 

and foster long -term labour market prospects for the most vulnerable.  

Á There i s a need to strengthen social protection schemes like the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in India and make sure nobody is left behind.  

Á This would require strong institutions and social dialogue and strong international cooperatio n 

to fight global disparities.  
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What is silver economy?  
Silver economy is the system of production, 

distribution and consumption of goods and 

services aimed at using the purchasing 

potential of older and ageing people and 

satisfying their con sumption, living and 

health needs.  

What is Gerontechnology?  
Gerontechnology (a mix of òGerontologyó and 

òTechnologyó) includes various technical 

systems and solutions to help the elderly 

and/or their caregivers perform basic daily 

activities.  

Gerontechnolo gies enable elders to maintain 

their autonomy or to compensate for 

functional impairments.  

SAGE (senior care Ageing Growth Engine) initiative  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched the 

SAGE (Senior care Ageing Growth Engine) initiative.  

Significance of SAGE  

¶ The number of elderly people is steadily increasing in our country, so there is a need to keep in 

mind that the elderly should remain happy, healthy, and financially and physically active for 

which a Senior Citizen Welfare Fund was started in 2016.  

¶ Taking forw ard the service programs related to senior citizens, this Senior care Ageing Growth 
Engine (SAGE) portal has now been launched today. SAGE programme and SAGE portal have 

been launched with a view to help such persons who are interested in entrepreneurship in the 

field of providing services for elderly care.  

About the SAGE Initiative  

ü The SAGE portal will be a òone-stop accessó of elderly care products and services by credible 

start -ups. The SAGE portal will be opened for applications from 5th June, 2021 onwards.  

ü The start -ups will be selected on the basis of innovative products and services, which they 

should be able to provide across sectors such as health, housing, care centers, apart from 

technological access linked to finances, food and wealth managem ent, and legal guidance.  

Objective of SAGE  

V The key objective of the SAGE initiative is 
to promote the ôSilver Economyõ by 

encouraging entrepreneurial ventures and 

start -ups to participate in this space.  

V Silve r Economy is defined as the system of 
production, distribution and consumption 

of goods and services aimed at utilizing the 

purchasing potential of the older and 

ageing populations, as well as satisfying 

their consumption requirements and living 

essentials  and healthcare needs.  

V The Silver Economy is described in the 

field of social gerontology as an instrument 

of the ageing policy towards forming a 
needs-oriented economic ecosystem for an 

aging population.  

V The SAGE project intends to identify, 
evaluate, ver ify and aggregate these needs 

to deliver products, solutions and services 

to the stakeholders.  

V Budget Highlights  

o The ministry has allocated an initial sum of Rs. 100 crore (US $13.7 million) for evaluating 

and promoting the Silver Economy in India. Nearly one -fourth of this allocated budget, i.e., 

Rs. 25 crore (US $ 3.4 million), has been assigned for use in FY2021 -22.  

Key Features  

Á The government envisions elements of gerontechnology ð enabling technologies to suit the 

requirement of the elderly population ð to be vital for implementation of this scheme. 

Gerontechnology includes various technical systems and solutions to help the elderly and their 

caregivers perform basic daily activities.  

Á Gerontechnologies enable elders to maintain their autonomy and help compensate for 

functional impairments.  

Á To achieve this objective, the ministry has called upon entrepreneurs and start -ups to develop 
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impactful and innovative solutions for the elderly.  

Á The ministry conducted detailed research with exper t groups on subjects ranging from 

financial security, livelihoods and income generation, shelter, skilling & reskilling, healthcare 
and nutrition, awareness, and capacity building to develop an outline of the ideal senior care 

model.  

Way forward  

 Initial es timations suggest that the Silver Economy is worth Rs. 73,082 crore (US $ 10 billion) 

at present. To boost traction in this space, the ministry has pledged Rs. 1 crore (US $140,000) 

as the initial equity funding for each start -up selected to commence opera tions under the 

SAGE initiative.  

 It will also continue to participate in the initiative by playing the role of a facilitator between 

businesses and target populations once the start -ups deploy product and service solutions.  

 In addition, the government has outlined a vision for ômodel senior careõ public-private 

partnership (PPP) projects, in which states will be allowed to allocate land and funds to build 

capacity and care facilities for senior citizens, including people from the weaker sections of 

society.  

 The PPP model stressed the need for recognising senior care as a sector with the appropriate 

regulations and standards, policy support, tax structure, availability of subsidised financing 

and appropriate governance mechanisms.  

 

Performance Grading Index ( PGI) 2019 -20  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Ministry of Education approved the release of Performance Grading 

Index (PGI) 2019 -20 for States and Union Territories of India. The Government 

has introduced the Performance Grading Index with a set of 70 parameter s to 

catalyse transformational change in the field of school education.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The PGI for States and Union Territories was first published in 2019 with reference year 2017 -

18. The PGI : States/UTs for 2019 -20 is the third publication in this series.  

¶ The PGI exercise envisages that the index would propel States and UTs towards undertaking 

multi -pronged interventions that will that will bring about the much -desired optimal education 

outcomes.  

¶ The PGI helps the States/UTs to pinpoint the gaps and accord ingly prioritise areas for 

intervention to ensure that the school education system is robust at every level.  

Methodology of PGI  

ü The information on the indicators is drawn from data available from the Unified District 

Information System for Education Plus ( UDISE+), National Achievement Survey (NAS) of 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Mid -Day Meal (MDM) 

website, Public Financial Management System (PFMS) and the Shagun portal.  

ü The PGI is structured in two categories, namely, Outc omes and Governance & Management 

and comprises 70 indicators in aggregate with a total weightage of 1000. The detailed list of 
indicators under each Domain, the respective weights, the data source and the benchmark 

levels are detailed in Annexure.  

ü The PGI is structured in two categories, namely, Outcomes and Governance & Management 

and comprises 70 indicators in aggregate with a total weightage of 1000. The detailed list of 
indicators under each Domain, the respective weights, the data source and the benchm ark 

levels are detailed in Annexure.  

ü The total weightage under the PGI is 1000 points with each of the 70 indicators having an 

assigned weightage of either 10 or 20 points.  
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Key Finding of the Index   

V Punjab, Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Kerala occupy the highest 

grade (Grade A++) for 2019 -20.  

V Most of the States/UTs have improved their grade in PGI 2019 -20 compared to the earlier 

years.  

V Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Puducherry, Punjab and Tamil 

Nadu have improved overall PGI score by 10%, i.e., 100 or more points.  

V Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Punjab have shown improvement by 10% (8 

points) or more in the PGI domain: Access.  

V As many as thirteen States and UTs have shown improvement b y 10% (15 points) or more in 

the PGI domain: Infrastructure and Facilities. Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Odisha have 

shown improvement by 20% or more.  

V Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Odisha have shown more than 10% improvement in the PGI 

domain: Equity.  

V Nineteen States and UTs 

have shown improvement by 

10% (36 points) or more in 

the PGI domain: Governance 
Process. Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands, Andhra 

Pradesh, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Punjab, 

Rajasthan and West Bengal 

have shown improvement by 
at least 20%  (72 points or 

more).  

Analytica  

Area of Concerns  

Á A Domain -wise analysis also 

bring out some area of 

general concern for all the 

States and UTs. It is 
pertinent to note that in 

case of all the five Domains, 

the top score is more that 

90% of maximum possible 

points in the respective 

Domain.  

Á While it is common 

knowledge that shortage of teachers and principals and administrative staff, lack of regular 

supervision and inspection, inadequate training of the teachers, timely availability of finances 
(all of which are captured in the Governance and Management Domain) are some of the factors 

plaguing the education system in the country, it is for the first time that there is a reliable tool 

that corroborates this.  

Á The second area that requires attention is t he Domain for Infrastructure and facilities, where 

twenty States/UTs have scored less than 120 (80% of maximum possible score in this domain).  

Á This is perhaps the most important Domain and is the ultimate goal of the Index. However, 

unlike other Domains, which are relatively easier to comply with e.g. providing infrastructure 

facilities or setting up mechanisms to check attendance, improving Learning Outcomes takes 

time and patience.  

Á In case of Learning Outcomes, it has been observed that, in general, the  scores obtained in the 

higher standards are less than those in the lower standards. It is therefore, imperative to 

ensure better interventions at the lower standards as it will have a positive cascading effect at 
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the higher levels.  

Way forward  

 In the aren a of School Education & Literacy, guided by the #Shagun comes from the word 

òShaalaó (meaning school) and òGunvattaó (meaning excellence) enabling legislative framework 

of the Right to Education, the National Education Policy 2020 and visionary Sustainable  
Development Goals (SDGs), Government Schemes like Samagra  Shiksha (SS), Mid -Day Meal 

(MDM) and similar such schemes by the States would deliver the desired result if they are 

monitored effectively.  

 e. In the arena of School Education & Literacy, guided by the #Shagun comes from the word 
òShaalaó (meaning school) and òGunvattaó (meaning excellence) enabling legislative framework 

of the Right to Education, the National Education Policy 2020 and visionary Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), Governm ent Schemes like Samagra  Shiksha (SS), Mid -Day Meal 

(MDM) and similar such schemes by the States would deliver the desired result if they are 

monitored effectively.  

 A performance -based grant would provide the required incentive to the States and UTs to 

ensure their continuous and focused attention to this sector, which is crucial for overall 

growth and development of the country.  

YUVA scheme  

News Excerpt  

Recently, Prime Minister announced the ôYoung, Upcoming and Versatile 

Authorsõ YUVA scheme, a mentorship programme to train young authors.  

Pre -Connect  

For a country like India, which tops the world chart in the youth population, we have a lot of 

potential ready to be tapped into and utilized for capacity and nation -building. This demographic 

advantage offe rs India and its economy an unprecedented edge. With this express intent of 

mentoring a new generation of young creative writers, there is an imminent requirement to take 
initiatives at the highest level, under the visionary national level flagship program me of Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat.  

About the Scheme  

The scheme is aimed at training 75 aspiring writers below 30 years, who are ready to express 

themselves and project India and its culture and literature globally. A consolidated scholarship of 

Rs 50,000 pe r month for a period of six months per author will be paid under the mentorship 

scheme.  

The government aims to bring reading and authorship as a preferred profession at par with other 

job options. It is also expected to impart a positive psychological push  to the young minds amidst 

the impact of the Covid -19 pandemic on the mental health of children.  

The Procedure for Selection to the programme  

¶ A total of 75 authors will be selected through an All India Contest at MyGov.  

¶ The selection will be made by a Committee to be constituted by NBT.  

¶ The contest will run from 4th June to 31st July 2021.  

¶ The contestants will be asked to submit a manuscript of 5,000 words to judge its suitability to 

develop as a proper book under the Mentorship Scheme.  

¶ The names of sel ected authors will be announced on the occasion of Independence Day on 

15th August 2021.  

¶ Based on mentorship, the selected authors will prepare manuscripts for final selection under 

the guidance of the nominated mentors.  

¶ The entries of the winners will be readied for publication by 15th December 2021.  

¶ The published books may be launched on 12th January 2022 on YUVA DIVAS or the National 

Youth Day.  
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All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2019 -20  

News Excerpt  

Recently, Ministry of Education announced the release of the report of All India 
Survey on Higher Education 2019 -20. This Report provides key performance 

indicators on the current status of Higher education in the country.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ To portray the statu s of higher education in the country, Ministry of Education has endeavored 

to conduct an annual web -based All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) since 2010 -11. 

The survey covers all the Institutions in the country engaged in imparting of higher educa tion. 

Data is being collected on several parameters such as teachers, student enrolment, 

programmes, examination results, education finance, infrastructure.  

¶ Indicators of educational development such as Institution Density, Gross Enrolment Ratio, 

Pupil -teacher ratio, Gender Parity Index, Per Student Expenditure will also be calculated from 

the data collected through AISHE. These are useful in making informed policy decisions and 

research for development of education sector.  

About the Report  

This report is t he 10th in the series of AISHE annually released by the Department of Higher 

Education. The continuous rise in the enrolment, number of institutions, gender parity is a part of 

our countryõs major move towards improving access, equity and quality in light of National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020.  

Key Features of AISHE 2019 -20  

ü Total Enrolment  in Higher Education stands at 3.85 crore in 2019 -20 as compared to 3.74 
crore in 2018 -19, registering a growth of 11.36 lakh (3.04 %). Total enrolment was 3.42 crore 

in 2014 -15.  

ü Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER),  the percentage of students belonging to the elig ible age group 
enrolled in Higher Education, in 2019 -20 is 27.1% against 26.3% in 2018 -19 and 24.3% in 

2014 -2015.  

ü Gender Parity Index (GPI)  in Higher Education in 2019 -20 is 1.01 against 1.00 in 2018 -19 

indicating an improvement in the relative access to higher education for females of eligible age 

group compared to males.  

ü Pupil Teacher Ratio  in Higher Education in 2019 -20 is 26.  

ü 3.38 crore Students enrolled in programmes at under -graduate and post -graduate level.  Out 

of these, nearly 85% of the  students (2.85 crore) were enrolled in the six major disciplines such 

as Humanities, Science, Commerce, Engineering & Technology, Medical Science and IT & 

Computer.  

ü The number of students pursuing PhD  in 2019 -20 is 2.03 lakh against 1.17 lakh in 2014 -15.  

ü The Total Number of Teachers  stands at 15,03,156 comprising of 57.5% male and 42.5% 

female.  

ü However, some professional programmes such as MBA, MBBS, B.Ed. and LLB continued to 

attract more students. The number of students pursuing an MBA, for instance, gre w from 

4,09,432 in 2014 -15 to 4,62,853 in 2018 -19. Similarly, enrolment in B.Ed. jumped by almost 

80 per cent, from 6,57,194 in 2014 -15 to 11,75,517 last year.  

Analytica  

V Challenges in Higher Education in India  

Some of the basic challenges in higher educati on system in India are discussed below:  

o Enrolment:  The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of India in higher education is only 15% 

which is quite low as compared to the developed as well as, other developing countries. 

With the increase of enrolments at school le vel, the supply of higher education 

institutes is insufficient to meet the growing demand in the country.  

o Equity:  There is no equity in GER among different sects of the society. According to 

previous studies the GER in higher education in India among male  and female varies to 
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a greater extent. There are regional variations too some states have high GER while as 

some is quite behind the national GER which reflect a significant imbalances within the 

higher education system.  

o Quality:  Quality in higher educati on is a multi -dimensional, multilevel, and a dynamic 

concept. Ensuring quality in higher education is amongst the foremost challenges being 

faced in India today. However, Government is continuously focusing on the quality 

education. Still Large number of c olleges and universities in India are unable to meet 

the minimum requirements laid down by the UGC and our universities are not in a 

position to mark its place among the top universities of the world.  

o Infrastructure:  Poor infrastructure is another challeng e to the higher education system 

of India particularly the institutes run by the public sector suffer from poor physical 

facilities and infrastructure. There are large number of colleges which are functioning 
on second or third floor of the building on gro und or first floor there exists readymade 

hosieries or photocopy shops.  

o Political interference:  Most of the educational Institutions are owned by the political 

leaders, who are playing key role in governing bodies of the Universities. They are using 
the i nnocent students for their selfish means. Students organise campaigns, forget 

their own objectives and begin to develop their careers in politics.  

o Faculty:  Faculty shortages and the inability of the state educational system to attract 
and retain well quali fied teachers have been posing challenges to quality education for 

many years. Large numbers of NET / PhD candidates are unemployed even there are 

lot of vacancies in higher education, these deserving candidates are then applying in 

other departments which  is a biggest blow to the higher education system.  

o Research and Innovation:  there are very nominal scholars in our country whose 

writing is cited by famous western authors. There is inadequate focus on research in 

higher education institutes. There are insufficient resources and facilities, as well as, 

limited numbers of quality faculty to advice students. Most of the research scholars are 

without fellowships or not getting their fellowships on time which directly or indirectly 

affects their research.  

Suggestions Improving the System of Higher Education  

Á There is a need to implemen t innovative and transformational approach form primary to higher 

education level to make Indian educational system globally more relevant and competitive.  

Á Higher educational institutes need to improve quality and reputation.  

Á There should be a good infrast ructure of colleges and universities which may attract the 

students.  

Á Government must promote collaboration between Indian higher education institutes and top 

International institutes and also generates linkage between national research laboratories and 

research centers of top institutions for better quality and collaborative research.  

Á There is a need to focus on the graduate students by providing them such courses in which 

they can achieve excellence, gain deeper knowledge of subject so that they will get j obs after 

recruitment in the companies which would reduce unnecessary rush to the higher education. 

Universities and colleges in both public private must be away from the political affiliations, 

Favouritism, money making process should be out of education system etc.  

Á There should be a multidisciplinary approach in higher education so that students knowledge 

may not be restricted only upto his own subjects.  

Conclusion  

 Education is a process by which a personõs body, mind and character are formed and 

streng thened. It is bringing of head, heart and mind together and thus enabling a person to 
develop an all -round personality identifying the best in him or her. Higher education in India 

has expanded very rapidly in the last six decades after independence yet it  is not equally 

accessible to all.  

 Opportunities are available but how to get benefits from these opportunities and how to make 

them accessible to others is the matter of concern  
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 In order to sustain that rate of growth, there is need to increase the number  of institutes and 

also the quality of higher education in India. To reach and achieve the future requirements 

there is an urgent need to relook at the Financial Resources, Access and Equity, Quality 

Standards, Relevance, infrastructure and at the end the Responsiveness.  

 

NAFED launches Fortified Rice Bran Oil  

News Excerpt  

Department of Food and Public Distribution recently E -launched òNafed Fortified 

Rice Bran Oiló. 

Pre -Connect  

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED) was established on 
the auspicious day of Gandhi Jayanti in October 1958. Nafed is registered under the Multi State 

Co-operative Societies Act. Nafed was setup with the object to promote Co -operative marketing of 

agricultural produce to benefit the farmers. Agricultural farmers are the main members of Nafed, 

who have the authority to say in the form of members of the General Body in the working of Nafed.  

About the Fortified Rice Bran Oil  

¶ This initiative by Nafed will significantly reduce the country' s consumption dependence on 

imported edible oil in future. It also said that this will provide opportunities for Indian edible 
oil manufacturers further, and also will give an impetus to the Prime Minister's Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat initiative.  

¶ This initiative will provide easy access to NAFED branded high -quality rice bran oil, which will 

boost the indigenous oil manufacturing industry.  

¶ It will broaden the organizationõs consumer marketing segment by offering daily essential 

healthy products at affordable price . 

Procedure  

ü Rice bran oil from NAFED will be fortified and will contain additional nutrients and vitamins.  

ü According to the FSSAI, fortified oil can help a person fulfil 25 -30 per cent of the recommended 

dietary intake for vitamins A and D.  

ü AFED Fortified Rice Bran Oil will be available at all NAFED Stores and also on various online 

platforms and is recommended by the American Heart Association and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) as one of the best substitutes for other edible oils.  

Health Benefits  

V Rice Bran oil has multiple health benefits, including lowering cholesterol level due to its low 

trans -fat content and high mono unsaturated and poly unsaturated fat contents.  

V It also acts as a booster and reduces the risk of cancer due to the high amount of Vi tamin E it 

contains.  

V This oil is recommended by The American Heart Association and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) as one of the best substitutes for other edible oils.  

 

World Drug Report  

News Excerpt  

Around 275 million people used drugs worldwide last year, while over 36 million 

people suffered from drug use disorders, according to the World Drug Report 

released recently by United Nations office on Drug and Crime.  

Pre -Connect  

For two decades, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has been helping make 

the world safer from drugs, organized crime, corruption and terrorism.  

The Office is committed to supporting Member States in implementing the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development an d the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at its core. The 2030 
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òThe theme of this yearõs International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking is òShare facts on drugs. Save 

livesó, emphasizing the importance of 

strengthening the evidence base and 

raising public awareness, so  that the 

international community, governments, 

civil society, families and youth can make 

informed decisions, better target efforts to 

prevent and treat drug use, and tackle 

world drug challenges.ó 

Agenda clearly recognizes that the rule of law and fair, effective and humane justice systems, as 

well as health -oriented responses to drug use, are both enablers for and part of sustainab le 

development.  

About the report  

¶ In the last 24 years cannabis potency had increased by as  much as four times in parts of the 

world, even as the percentage of adolescents who perceived the drug as harmful fell by as 
much as 40 per cent, despite evidence that 

cannabis use is associated with a variety of 

health and other harms, especially among 

regular long -term users.  

¶ Lower perception of drug use risks has been 

linked to higher rates of drug use.  

¶ The percentage of Ǥ9-THC ð the main 

psychoactive component in cannabis - has 

risen from Around six per cent to more than 11 

per cent in Europe between 2 002 -2019.  

¶ Around four per cent to 16 per cent in the 

United States between 1995 -2019  

¶ while the percentage of adolescents that 

perceived cannabis as harmful declined by 40 per cent in the United States and by 25 per cent 

in Europe.  

¶ Most countries have repor ted a rise in the use of cannabis during the pandemic. In surveys of 

health professionals across 77 countries, 42 per cent asserted that cannabis use had 

increased.  

Analytica  

Drug Use Rising, but science -Based Treatment More Available  

ü Between 2010 -2019 the  number of people using drugs increased by 22 per cent, owing in part 

to global population growth.  

ü Based on demographic changes alone, current projections suggest an 11 per cent rise in the 

number of people who use drugs globally by 2030 --  and a marked in crease of 40 per cent in 

Africa, due to its rapidly growing and young population.  

ü According to the latest global estimates, about 5.5 per cent of the population aged between 15 

and 64 years have used drugs at least once in the past year, while 36.3 million people, or 13 

per cent of the total number of persons who use drugs, suffer from drug use disorders.  

ü Globally, over 11 million people are estimated to inject drugs, half of whom are living with 

Hepatitis C. Opioids continue to account for the large st burden of disease attributed to drug 

use.  

The Dark Web  

V Drug markets on the dark web only emerged a decade ago but major ones are now worth at 

least US$ 315 million in annual sales.  

V Rapid technological innovation, combined with the agility and adaptabili ty of those using new 

platforms to sell drugs and other substances, is likely to usher in a globalized market where all 

drugs are more available and accessible everywhere. This, in turn, could trigger accelerated 

changes in patterns of drug use and entail public health implications.  

India  

Drug Abuse Problem in India  

Á Prescription drug abuse is growing in India and the problem is serious in South Asia. 
According to a UN report, drugs enter the cross -border illicit markets through various 

channels, being diverted from Indiaõs pharmacy industry and smuggled from Afghanistan. 

Á The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), an independent UN body tasked with 
monitoring the production and consumption of narcotics worldwide, said in its annual report 
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United Nations Office On Drugs And Crime (UNODC)  
× UNODC was established in 1997 as part of the United Nations reform combining the 

previous UN Drug Control Programme and the Centre for International Crime Prevention.  

× The mandate of the Office is enshrined in UN conventions like the three UN Conventions o n 

Drugs, the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three Protocols 

on Trafficking in Persons, on Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and on Illicit 
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, the UN Convention against Corrupt ion, the 

universal instruments against terrorism and the UN standards and norms in crime 

prevention and criminal justice.  

× With the help of these instruments, UNODC helps Member States address the issues of 

illicit drugs, crime and terrorism.  
× UNODC is head quartered in Vienna, Austria.  

that gov ernments in South Asia continue to respond strongly to the threat of drug trafficking 

and abuse in the region.  

Á According to UNODC, India accounts for 10 percent of the total pharmaceuticals produced in 
the world. In its report, it noted that the law requir ed all drugs with òabuse potentialó to be 

sold only on prescription, but that there was òsignificant diversionó from this. 

Á According to a study by the Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights on Substance 
Abuse by Children, 100 percent of the childr en in conflict with the law were drug abusers, 

while 95.5 percent of them staying in child care institutions were on drugs and 93 percent of 

street children consumed narcotics. The study also states that 88 percent of the children 

consumed drugs due to òpeer pressureó. 

Steps Taken by the Indian Government  

 NashaMukt Bharat Annual Action Plan for 2020 -21:  It aims to focus on 272 most affected 

districts and launch a three -pronged attack combining efforts of Narcotics Bureau, 
Outreach/Awareness by Social Justic e and Treatment through the Health Dept. The Action 

Plan has the following components: Awareness generation programmes; Focus on Higher 

Educational institutions, University Campuses and Schools; Community outreach and 

identification of dependent population ; Focus on Treatment facilities in Hospital settings; and 

Capacity Building Programmes for Service Provider.  

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has drafted a five -year action plan for 

addressing the problem of drug and substance abuse in the co untry. The National Action 

Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (2018 -2023)  aims to employ a multi -pronged strategy ñ 

involving education, de -addiction and rehabilitation of affected individuals and their families ñ 

to address the issue.  

 The Indian government has  taken a significant step to help alcohol and drug abusers by 

launching a national toll -free helpline number ð 1800 -11 -0031 and control drug abuse in 
India. The helpline was started to set in motion the Indian Prime Ministerõs plan to eradicate 

the menace of drug abuse in India and assist the existing victims in successful rehabilitation.  

 

 

Not -for -Profit Hospital Model in India  

News Excerpt  

NITI Aayog recently released a comprehensive study on the not -for -profit hospital 

model in the country, in a step towards closing the information gap on such 

institutions a nd facilitating robust policymaking in this area.  

Pre -Connect  

NITI Aayog has been extensively studying the private -sector healthcare -delivery landscape in the 

country. While there exists adequate information on for -profit healthcare providers and 

institutions, there is a dearth of reliable and structured information on their not -for -profit 

counterparts, known for their tireless service in making quality healthcare accessible and 
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affordable to everyone.  

Need for the study  

There has been relatively low investment in the expansion of the health sector in the private 

doma in. The stimulus that is recently announced provides an opportunity to change this 

situation. The report on the not -for -profit sector is a small step in that direction.  

About the Study  

¶ The study provides insights into the operation model of not -for -profit hospitals.  

¶ It presents research -based findings on such hospitals ñcategorized under ownership and 

premise of service ñand makes subsequent comparisons with private hospitals and health 

schemes of the Union government.  

¶ The study discusses in detail the cost -containment strategies implemented by not -for -profit 
hospitals. It seeks to understand the challenges that burden the operations of these 

institutions and hinder their growth.  

¶ The repor t proposes short - and long -term policy interventions ñsuch as developing criteria to 

identify these hospitals, ranking them through a performance index, and promoting top 

hospitals for practising philanthropy, among others.  

¶ It also highlights the need to us e the expertise of these hospitals in managing human 

resources with limited finance in remote areas.  

Benefits  

ü The not -for -profit hospital sector provides not only curative but also preventive healthcare.  

ü It links healthcare with social reform, community en gagement, and education.  

ü It uses government resources and grants to provide cost -effective healthcare to people without 

being concerned about profits.  
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ECONOMY  

Surge in FDI inflows  

News Excerpt  

India received $64 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) in 2020, the fifth 
largest recipient of inflows in the world, according to a UN report which said the 

Covid -19 second wave in the country weighs heavily on the country's overall 

economic activit ies but its strong fundamentals provide òoptimismó for the medium term.  

Highlights  

¶ Recently released the World Investment Report 2021 by the UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) said that the global FDI flows have been severely hit by the pande mic 

and they plunged by 35 per cent in 2020 to $1 trillion from $1.5 trillion the previous year.  

¶ Lockdowns caused by Covid -19 around the world slowed down existing investment projects, 

and prospects of a recession led multinational enterprises (MNEs) to re assess new projects.  

¶ The report said in India, FDI increased 27 per cent to $64 billion in 2020 from $51 billion in 

2019, pushed up by acquisitions in the information and communication technology (ICT) 

industry, making the country the fifth largest FDI rec ipient in the world.  

¶ The pandemic boosted demand for digital infrastructure and services globally. This led to 

higher values of greenfield FDI project announcements targeting the ICT industry, rising by 

more than 22 per cent to $81 billion.  

¶ Major project a nnouncements in the ICT industry included a $2.8 -billion investment by online 

retail giant Amazon in ICT infrastructure in India.  

¶ Announced greenfield projects in India contracted by 19 per cent to $24 billion, and the second 

wave in April 2021 is affectin g economic activities, which could lead to a larger contraction in 

2021.  

¶ The outbreak in India severely hit main investment destinations such as Maharashtra, which 

is home to one of the biggest automotive manufacturing clusters (Mumbai ðPuneðNasikð

Aurangaba d) and Karnataka (home to the Bengaluru tech hub), which face another lockdown 

as of April 2021, exposing the country to production disruption and investment delays.  

¶ Yet Indiaõs strong fundamentals provide optimism for the medium term. FDI to India has been 

on a long -term growth trend and its market size will continue to attract market -seeking 

investments. In addition, investment into the ICT industry is expected to keep growing.  

¶ The countryõs export-related manufacturing, a priority investment sector, will take longer to 

recover, but government facilitation can help. Indiaõs Production Linkage Incentive (PLI) 
scheme, designed to attract manufacturing and export -oriented investments in priority 

industries including automotive and electronics can drive a rebound of investment in 

manufacturing.  

¶ The report said FDI in South Asia rose by 20 per cent to $71 billion, driven mainly by strong 

M&As in India. òAmid Indiaõs struggle to contain the Covid-19 outbreak, robust investment 

through acquisitions in ICT (software and hardware) and construction bolstered FDI.  

¶ It said adding that cross -border M&As surged 83 per cent to $27 billion, with major deals 

involving ICT, health, infrastructure and energy.  

¶ FDI outflows from South Asia fell 12 per cent to $12 bil lion, driven by a drop in investment 
from India. India ranked 18 out of the worldõs top 20 economies for FDI outflows, with $12 

billion of outflows recorded from the country in 2020, compared to $13 billion in 2019.  

¶ Investments from India are expected to s tabilise in 2021, supported by the countryõs 

resumption of free trade agreement (FTA) talks with the European Union (EU) and its strong 

investment in Africa.  

¶ This has major impact on the prospects for South Asia. A wider resurgence of the virus in Asia 

could significantly lower global FDI in 2021, given that regionõs significant contribution to the 

total.  
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¶ FDI inflows to developing Asia grew by 4 per cent to $535 billion in 2020, making it the only 

region to record growth and increasing Asiaõs share of global inflows to 54 per cent.  

¶ In China, FDI increased by 6 per cent to $149 billion. While some of the largest economies in 

developing Asia such as China and India recorded FDI growth in 2020, the rest recorded a 

contraction.  

¶ The report added that FDI inflows in Asia are expected to increase in 2021, outperforming 

other developing regions with a projected growth of 5 ð10 per cent.  

¶ Signs of trade and industrial production recovering in the second half of 2020 provide a strong 

foundation for FDI growth in 2021. Ye t, substantial downside risks remain for the many 

economies in the region that struggle to contain successive waves of Covid -19 cases and where 

fiscal capacity for recovery spending is limited.  

¶ Economies in East and South -East Asia, and India, will contin ue to attract foreign investment 

in high -tech industries, given their market size and their advanced digital and technology 

ecosystem.  

Analytica  

ü Critics believe that there is a wide gap between gross FDI inflow and direct investment to India.  

ü FDI inflow increasingly consists of private equity funds, which are usually disinvested after 3 -5 
years to book profits (per its business model). In principle, private equity funds do not make 

long -term greenfield investment.  

ü Similarly, measured on a net basis  (that is, òdirect investment to Indiaó net of òFDI by Indiaó 

or, outward FDI from India), direct investment to India has barely risen (0.8%) in 2020 -21 over 

the last year.  

ü According to critics, rise in gross inflow is almost entirely on account of òNet Portfolio 

Investmentó, shooting up from $1.4 billion in 2019-20 to $36.8 billion in the next year.  

ü FDI inflow, in theory, is supposed to bring in additional capital to augment potential output 

(taking managerial control/stake). In contrast, foreign portfolio  investment, as the name 

suggests, is short -term investment indomestic capital (equity and debt) markets to realise 

better financial returns (that is, higher dividend/interest rate plus capital gains).  

ü According to critics, the flood of FIIs has boosted stock prices and financial returns. These 

inflows did little to augment fixed investment and output growth.  

 

 

Surge in Direct Tax FY2021 -22  
× Finance Ministry recently said that Indiaõs direct tax collections in the first two and a half 

months of 2021 -22 stand at nearly 1.86 lakh crore, double the collections over the same 

period of last year that was affected by the national lockdown.  

× Economis ts said the tax collections suggest the first quarter of this year could record 

double -digit growth.  

× The jump in the direct tax collections in Q1 FY2022 relative to Q1 FY2021, reflects 

healthy exports and a continuation of various industrial and constructi on activities, given 

the lower stringency of the staggered regional lockdowns in 2021 vs. the nationwide 

lockdown in 2020. This supports our expectation that GDP will record a double -digit 

expansion in first Q1.  

× The direct collections from April 1 to June 15 include Corporation Tax collections of 

74,356 crore and Personal Income Tax inflows, which include the Security Transaction 

Tax of 1.11 lakh crore. The collections last year over the same period were  92,762 

crore.  
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G-SAP 2.0  

News Excerpt  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently decided to conduct another 
operation under G -SAP 1.0 for purchase of G -Secs of 40,000 crore. Of this, 

10,000 crore would constitute purchase of State Development Loans (SDLs).It 

has also been decided to undert ake G -SAP 2.0 in Q2:2021 -22 and conduct secondary market 

purchase operations of 1.20 lakh crore to support the market.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Earlier, the Governor of RBI had indicated that in addition to G -SAP, the Reserve Bank will 

continue to deploy regular oper ations under the LAF, longer -term repo/reverse repo auctions, 
forex operations and open market operations, including special OMOs, to ensure that liquidity 

conditions evolve in consonance with the stance of monetary policy and financial conditions 

remain s upportive for all stakeholders.  

¶ During the current year so far, the Reserve Bank has undertaken regular OMOs and injected 

additional liquidity to the tune of 36,545 crore (up to May 31) in addition to 60,000 crore 

under G -SAP 1.0.  

¶ A purchase and sale auc tion under operation twist has also been conducted on May 6, 2021 to 

facilitate the smooth evolution of the yield curve.  

Analytica  

ü Government Securities Acquisition Programme (G -SAP)- through it, RBI aims to purchase 

government securities worth Rs 1 lakh c rore in the first quarter of FY22.  

ü In the backdrop of the governmentõs elevated borrowing for this year, which the RBI has to 

ensure, goes through without causing disruption, G -SAP aims to provide more comfort to the 

bond market.  

ü Market participants say t hey have always wanted to know the RBIõs Open Market Operations 

(OMO) purchase calendar, and the RBI has now provided that to the market through this 

announcement on GSAP.  

ü A report by Edelweiss Mutual Fund states that it will provide certainty to the bond  market 

participants with regard to RBIõs commitment of support to the bond market in FY22. 

 

Cryptocurrency: Bitcoin legal tender in El Salvador  

News Excerpt  

El Salvador, a small coastal country in Central America recently became the first in 

the world to  make Bitcoin, a digital currency legal. The El Salvador Parliament 

approved the move by a supermajority of 62 out of 84.  

Analytica  

¶ The development in El Salvador changes little in terms of Indian monetary calculations around 

cryptocurrencies. The dynamic  underpinning the whole move is that El Salvador has no 
monetary policy of its own and hence, no local currency to protect. The country was officially 

ôdollarizedõ in 2001 and runs on the monetary policy of the US Federal Reserve. 

¶ It is said that the move in El Salvador is in part motivated by loose and expansionary Federal 

Reserve policy. While banks in the US received liquidity with the stimulus, El Salvador did not 

but lost purchasing power instead.  

¶ The official bill proposal stated explicitly that òcentral banks are increasingly taking actions 

that may cause harm to the economic stability of El Salvador and in order to mitigate the 

negative impact of central banks, it becomes necessary to authorize the circulation of a digital 

currency with a supply  that cannot be controlled by any central bank and is only altered in 

accord with objective and calculable criteria i.e, Bitcoin.  

¶ President NayibBukele, however, clarified that he does not believe this constitutes òde-

dollarizationó of the economy. He believes the dollar will continue to remain the dominant 
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currency in the country and Bitcoin would exist side by side. He also appeared sceptical that 

Bitcoin would be held in the reserves of the country.  

¶ Indeed, some analysts have pointed out how bitcoinizat ion might change nothing on ground if 

òlegal tenderó is to be considered by its strict legal definition, in which case it places no 

obligation for merchants to accept the currency in transactions.  

¶ However, as a result of this development, El Salvador beco mes a most interesting case study of 

how the dollar and bitcoin would coexist side by side, and how that would play out for Bitcoin 

adoption.  

Implications on India  

ü One implication that is relevant to India is the impact this could have on remittances. 

Remittances make up close to 20% of El Salvadorõs GDP with flows approximating $6 billion 

annually.  

ü Many citizens lack a bank account and digital banking has low penetration. In this scenario, 

there are multiple intermediaries in the remittance chain who take  cuts of as high as 20%.  

ü The impact Bitcoin has on these remittance inflows would be worth monitoring for India, which 

is home to the largest remittance market in the world.  

ü Although there might not be many lessons from a monetary policy perspective but efficiency, 

anti money -laundering and other aspects could be closely monitored.  

ü The implication of this move for money laundering is unclear at the moment. Currently El 

Salvador is not considered deficient under the FATF money laundering requirements.  

ü How ever, with large scale cryptocurrency inflows and outflows, it would be expected that El 

Salvador would comply with the 2019 FATF guidance on Virtual Currencies which mandates 

multiple KYC requirements on cryptocurrency activity.  

ü It is unclear if these ar e in place in El Salvador or would be put in place. It could be that the 

country faces challenges on this front unless there is a rapid push to put in place the 

necessary oversight measures.  

ü The overall takeaway for India from the El Salvador case is not i n the monetary sense at all but 

as an example of how far countries are willing to go to attract what they believe is the ultimate 

prize ð innovators and entrepreneurs working on this emerging sector.  

ü This is the wealth that India has in spades and has bar ely protected with policy. While 

deliberations continue in India on the monetary and financial regulations around 

cryptocurrency, it is important that attention be paid to incentives for Indiaõs developers 

working on key innovations in the space.  

Beed Mode l of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana  

News Excerpt  

Recently,  Maharashtra Chief Minister met Prime Minister and asked him for state -

wide implementation of the ôBeed modelõ of the crop insurance scheme Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bhima Yogna (PMFBY).  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Launched in 2016, the flagship PMFBY insures farm losses against inclement weather events. 

Farmers pay 1.5 -2% of the premium with the rest borne by the state and central governments. 

It is a central scheme implemented by state agriculture departments as pe r central guidelines.  

¶ For farmers, the low rate of premium and relatively decent coverage makes the scheme 

attractive. A premium of Rs 1,300 can insure a hectare of soyabean for Rs 45,000. Prior to 

2020, the scheme was optional for farmers who did not have  loans pending, but mandatory for 

loanee farmers.  

¶ Since 2020, it has been optional for all farmers. In Maharashtra, over the years, more non -

loanee farmers have enrolled, although it was optional for them.  

¶ A total of 422 lakh farmers in the country had en rolled for the scheme paying a combined 

premium of Rs 3,018 crore (farmersõ share only) and insuring 328 lakh hectares in 2019-20.  
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¶ Till date, 184.9 lakh framers have received claims worth Rs 20,090 crore (according to the 

Fasal Bhima Yogna website; some k harif claims are yet to be finalised.)  

What is Beed Model?  

ü Located in the drought -prone Marathwada region, the district of Beed presents a challenge for 

any insurance company. Farmers here have repeatedly lost crops either to failure of rains or to 

heavy r ains.  

ü Given the high payouts, insurance companies have sustained losses. The state government 

had a difficult time getting bids for tenders to implement the scheme in Beed.  

ü During the 2020 kharif season, tenders for implementation did not attract any bids . So, the 

state Agriculture Department decided to tweak the guidelines for the district. The state -run 

Indian Agricultural Insurance Company implemented the scheme.  

ü Under the new guidelines, the insurance company provided a cover of 110% of the premium 
collected, with caveats. If the compensation exceeded the cover provided, the state government 

would pay the bridge amount. If the compensation was less than the premium collected, the 

insurance company would keep 20% of the amount as handling charges and re imburse the 

rest to the state government.  

ü Last kharif season, Beed reported premium collection of Rs 803.65 crore (farmersõ share was 

Rs 60.82 crore while the rest was borne by the state and central governments). Kharif claims 

stood at Rs 8.61 crore, and t hus insurance companies reimbursed the state with Rs 6341.41 

crore of premium after deducting Rs 160.63 crore as handling charges.  

ü In a normal season where farmers report minimal losses, the state government is expected to 

get back money that can form a co rpus to fund the scheme for the following year. However, the 

state government would have to bear the financial liability in case of losses due to extreme 

weather events.  

Analytica  

V The reason why Maharashtra is pushing for this scheme is that in most years,  the claims -to-

premium ratio is low with the premium being paid to the company.  

V In the Beed model, the profit of the company is expected to reduce and the state government 

would access another source of funds.  

V The reimbursed amount can lead to lower prov isioning by the state for the following year, or 

help in financing the paying the bridge amount in case of a year of crop loss. For farmers, 

however, this model does not have any direct benefit.  

PMFME Scheme  

News Excerpt  

The centrally sponsored Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing 
Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme, launched under the Aatma nirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan, to enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro -enterprises 

in the unorganized segment of  the food processing industry and promote formalization of the 

sector, marks the completion of its one year.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Launched on 29th June 2020. The online portal for the application of the PMFME Scheme was 

made live on 25th January 2021.  

¶ More than 9000 individual beneficiaries have registered on the portal, out of which more than 

3500 applications have been successfull y submitted under the scheme.  

About the PMFME Scheme  

ü Launched under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of 

Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme is a centrally sponsored scheme that aims 
to enhance the competitivene ss of existing individual micro -enterprises in the unorganized 

segment of the food processing industry and to promote formalization of the sector and provide 

support to Farmer Producer Organizations, Self Help Groups, and Producers Cooperatives 

along their  entire value chain.  
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ü With an outlay of Rs. 10,000 cr over a period of five years from 2020 -21 to 2024 -25, the 

scheme envisions to directly assist the 2,00,000 micro food processing units for providing 

financial, technical, and business support for upgrada tion of existing micro food processing 

enterprises.  

Milestones achieved under the PMFME Scheme  

1.  One District One Product:  

a.  Under the One District One Product (ODOP) component of the PMFME Scheme, the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries approved ODOP for 707 districts for 35 States 
and UTs, including 137 unique products as per the recommendations received by 

States/UTs.  

b.  The GIS ODOP digital map of India has been launched to provide details of ODOP 

products of all the States and UTs.  

c.  The digital map also has indicators for Tribal, SC, ST, and aspirational districts. It will 

enable stakeholders to make concerted efforts for its value chain development.  

2.  Convergence  

a.  Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry signed three joint letters with the Ministry of 
Rural Dev elopment, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, and the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs.  

b.  The Ministry of Food Processing Industries has signed six Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoUs) with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), the 

National Coo perative Development Corporation (NCDC), the Tribal Cooperative 

Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), the National Agricultural 

Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED), National Scheduled Castes 

Finance and Development Corporat ion (NSFDC), and Rural Self Employment Training 

Institutes (RSETI).  

c.  An agreement has been signed with the Union Bank of India as the Nodal Bank of the 

scheme and MoUs with 11 banks as official lending partners for the PMFME Scheme.  

3.  Capacity Building and Incubation Centres  

a.  Under the Capacity Building component of the PMFME Scheme, the National Institute 
of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and Management (NIFTEM) and the Indian 

Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT) have been performing a key role in 

providing traini ng and research support to selected enterprises/groups/clusters in 

partnership with the State Level Technical Institutions.  

b.  NIFTEM & IIFPT have prepared training modules on 137 ODOPs. Training of 469 

District Level Trainers has been conducted in 18 States /UTs and in progress in other 

States. 491 District Resource Persons have been appointed across 302 districts.  

c.  Under the scheme, 54 Common Incubation Centres have been approved in the 17 
States and UTs like Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, J&K, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Sikkim, Andaman & 

Nicobar, Andhra Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Odisha, and Uttarakhand.  

d.  The Ministry of Food Processing Industries in collaboration with the IIFPT has 

developed an onli ne portal for submission of Common Incubation Centre proposals and 

an online common incubation centre map for the facilitation of details of incubation 

centres across the country.  

4.  Seed Capital  

a.  The component under PMFME for providing seed capital to SHGs is  being implemented 
with the support of the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) and its network of 

State Rural Livelihood Mission (SRLMs) operating at the state level.  

b.  The PMFME Scheme envisages financial support of Rs. 40,000 for working capital and 

purchase of small tools for each member of SHGs engaged in food processing activities.  

c.  To date, NRLM has recommended 43,086 SHG members to State Nodal Agencies (SNA) 

for an amount of Rs. 123.54 Cr. SNA has approved the seed capital of 8040 members 
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and disb ursed the amount of Rs. 25.25 Cr. to SRLM.   

5.  Marketing and Branding  

a.  Under the scheme, MoUs have been signed with NAFED and TRIFED to take up the 

marketing and branding support for 10 products each.  

b.  NAFED has selected products like Pineapple, Millet based products, Coriander, 

Makhana, Honey, Ragi, Bakery, Isabgol, Turmeric, and Cherry for branding and 

marketing support.  

c.  TRIFED has selected products like Honey, Tamarind, Spices, Amla, 

Pulses/Grains/Millets, Custard Apple, Wild Mushroom, Cashew, Black Rice, and Wild 

Apple under the scheme.  

6.  Institutional Mechanism  

a.  All the 35 participating States and UTs have constituted/ identified their respective 

State Nodal Agencies, State Level Approval Committees, District Level Committees, and 

State Level Technical Insti tutions.  

b.  Moreover, a call centre has been established at NIFTEM to address queries and guide 

the stakeholders of the Scheme.  

7.  Promotion and Publicity of the PMFME Scheme  

a.  The Ministry of Food Processing Industries in collaboration with States/UTs and 
Agricu ltural Universities is conducting nationwide promotion and publicity of the 

PMFME Scheme to sensitize the stakeholders via radio, print media, offline workshops, 

webinars, regional language brochures/booklets, outdoor publicity, and over digital 

media via website, apps and social media platforms.  

b.  The PMFME Scheme monthly e -newsletter is being sent to more than 5 lakh 

stakeholders. The PMFME Podcast series has been launched to interact with Agri -

business incubators, industry experts, and startups.   

c.  To commemorate 75 years of Indiaõs Independence, under the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

initiative, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries is conducting 75 Unique One 

District One Product (ODOP) webinars/offline workshops across the country in 

collaboration with S tates/UTs, NIFTEM, and IIFPT.  

d.  A weekly series of success stories titled òKahaaniSukshmaUdyamon Kió has been 

launched to bring 75 stories of existing micro food processing enterprises.   

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP)  

News Excerpt  

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has lauded the Centreõs 

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP), saying that it should serve as a òbest 

practiceó for other countries where regional disparities in development status 

persist for many reasons.  

What is Aspirational District Programme?  

¶ The ôTransformation of Aspirational Districtsõ programme aims to quickly and effectively 

transform these districts.   

¶ The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), 

Collaboration (of Centr al, State level ôPrabhariõ Officers & District Collectors), and Competition 

among districts driven by a mass Movement.  

¶ With States as the main drivers, this program focuses on the strength of each district, identify 

low -hanging fruits for immediate improv ement, measure progress, and rank districts.  

¶ To enable optimum utilization of their potential, this program focusses closely on improving 

peopleõs ability to participate fully in the burgeoning economy. Health & Nutrition, Education, 
Agriculture & Water Re sources, Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, and Basic 

Infrastructure are this programmeõs core areas of focus.  

¶ After several rounds of consultations with various stakeholders, 49 key performance indicators 
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have been chosen to measure progress of the  districts.  

¶ Districts are prodded and encouraged to first catch -up with the best district within their state, 

and subsequently aspire to become one of the best in the country, by competing with, and 

learning from others in the spirit of competitive & coop erative federalism.  

Highlights of the UNDP Report  

ü In a report, the UNDP said, òOverall, ADP is a very successful model of local area development. 

It is aligned to the principle of òleave no one behindó ð the vital core of the SDGs.ó 

ü Political commitment at  the highest level has resulted in rapid success of the programme. It 
should serve as a best practice for several other countries where regional disparities in 

development status persist for many reasons.  

ü It must be noted most Aspirational Districts are lo cated in remote areas, and some even 

plagued with Left Wing Extremist (LWE) conflicts. These factors continue to hinder their 

growth and make it more difficult for any development programmes to be implemented.  

ü However, given the political salience around A DP and the concerted efforts of different 

government and non -government organizations, the districts have experienced more growth 

and development in the last three years than ever before.  

Subsidies to spur EV demand  

News Excerpt  

Electric two -wheeler maker s recently termed as òa phenomenal moveó the 

governmentõs decision to increase subsidy for such vehicles by 50% under the 

FAME II scheme saying it would be a game changer in the adoption of eco -

friendly vehicles.  

Highlights  

¶ The Centre recently made a part ial modification of the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

Electric Vehicles in India Phase II, including increasing the demand incentive for electric two -
wheelers to 15,000 per KWh from an earlier uniform subsidy of 10,000 per KWh for all EVs, 

includi ng plug -in hybrids and strong hybrids except buses.  

¶ In the latest modification, the department of heavy industries also capped incentives for 

electric two -wheelers at 40% of the cost of vehicle, up from 20% earlier.  

Analytica  

ü In April 2019, NITI  Aayog, the federal think tank, published a report titled òIndiaõs Electric 

Mobility Transformationó, which pegs EV sales penetration in India at 70 percent for 

commercial cars, 30 percent for private cars, 40 percent for buses, and 80 percent for two - and 

three - wheelers by 2030.  

ü These targets, if achieved, could lead to a net reduction of 14 exajoules of energy and 846 

million tons of CO2 emissions over the deployed vehiclesõ lifetime.  

ü Electric vehicles sold until 2030 can cumulatively save 474 million t ons of oil equivalent over 

their lifetime, worth US$207.33 billion.  

ü This will help India fulfil its global commitments to lower carbon emissions and increase use of 

cleaner sources of energy and transportation as required by the Nationally Determined 

Contr ibutions (NDCs) under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC).  

Steps Taken by the Government  

Several fiscal and non -fiscal measures have been put in place to facilitate the adoption of electric 

mobility. They are as follows:  

V Nati onal Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020 (NEMMP):  It was launched in 2013 by the 
Department of Heavy Industry (DHI) as a roadmap for the faster manufacture and adoption of 

EVs in India.  

V FAME Phase I:  

o As part of the NEMMP 2020, the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and 
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Electric Vehicles in India (FAME India) Scheme was notified in April 2015, to promote 

the manufacture of electric and hybrid vehicle technology.  

o It has mainly focused on four a spects ð demand creation, technology platform, pilot 

projects, and charging infrastructure.  

o For demand creation, incentives have mainly been disbursed in the form of reduced 

purchase prices.  

V FAME Phase II:  

o Launched in 2019 for a period of three years, thi s scheme has an outlay of US$1.36 
billion to be used for upfront incentives on the purchase of EVs as well as supporting 

the development of charging infrastructure.  

o FICCI has asked for continuation of FAME II till 2025, along with short -term booster 

incen tives to enhance demand.  

V Amendments to FAME Phase II:  

o On June 11, 2021, the Ministry of Heavy Industry announced further amendments to 

the FAME II scheme to give a boost to EV demand among consumers.  

o Under the revised policy, the subsidy per electric two -wheeler (Indian -made), which is 

linked to the battery size, has been increased to INR 15,000 (US$204.60) per Kilowatt -

hour (KWh) from INR 10,000 (US$136.40) KWh.  

o Furthermore, electric two -wheeler manufacturers can now give discounts of up to 40 

percent to consumers, which is a significant raise from the prev ious cap of 20 percent.  

o The eligibility criteria for these electric two -wheelers to qualify for subsidy under the 

FAME II scheme include a minimum range of 80 km on single charge and a minimum 

top speed of 40 km per hour.  

o These incentives are expected to  significantly lower the purchase price and lift buyer 

sentiment, creating a spur in market demand.  

o The amendments in the policy have been hailed by industry stakeholders who are now 

expecting the EV two -wheeler industry to clock sales of over six million  units by 2025.  

o Yet, according to a recent CRISIL report, 95 percent of the e -scooters in India are not 

eligible for the FAME II incentive scheme, as they fail to meet the eligibility criteria.  

V Ministry of Power : It has clarified that charging EVs is cons idered a service, which means 

that operating EV charging stations will not require a license. It has also issued a policy on 

charging infrastructure to enable faster adoption of EVs.  

V Ministry of Road Transport and Highways : It has announced that both comme rcial as well 

as private battery -operated vehicles will be issued green license plates. It has also notified that 

all battery operated, ethanol -powered, and methanol -powered transport vehicles will be 

exempted from the commercial permit requirement.  

V Depart ment of Science and Technology : It has launched a grand challenge for developing 

the Indian Standards for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure.  

V NITI Aayog:  

o The National Mission on Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage has been 

approved by the cabi net, and the inter -ministerial steering committee of the Mission 

will be chaired by the CEO of NITI Aayog.  

o The Mission aims to create a Phased Manufacturing Program (PMP) for five years till 

2024, to support setting up large -scale, export -competitive integ rated batteries and cell -

manufacturing giga plants in India, as well as localizing production across the entire 

electric vehicle value chain.  

States/union territories policy  

Á As of today, 27 states and UTs have formulated strategy plans for transforming mob ility to 

provide their citizens with safe, inclusive, economic, and clean transport options.  

Á While some states like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have had a head start due to pre -planned 

public policies, targeted investor incentives, as well as support infrast ructure, other states too 

have drafted policies to stimulate market demand and create infrastructure.  
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Challenges faced by EV industry  

 Insufficient charging infrastructure : In 2019, there were only 650 charging stations in India 
as against over 0.3 million in China. Lack of sufficient charging infrastructure is one of the 

primary reasons why customers often refrain from purchasing EVs.  

 High costs :  

o Along with the range anxiety (kms/charge), another major concern among the potential 

customers is the current high price of EVs.  

o As compared to lower -end (internal combustion engine) ICE cars, electric cars in the 

same segment tend to be more expensive.  

o This is mainly because of the higher cost of technology used in the EVs, which 

constitutes a substantial portion of the cost, not leaving much scope for other features 

usually available in premium cars.  

o It is expected that in future, with increased R&D an d market competitiveness, the price 

factor will be rationalized to suit the price sensitivity, which in India is a primary factor 

influencing purchase, especially in the lower -end car segment.  

 With the recent announcement of subsidies, the price rationaliz ation of EVs in the two -wheeler 

segment is on cards. Since the governmentõs fast-changing priorities are now biased towards 

sustainable, clean electric mobility, industry watchers expect a similar push towards easing 

adoption of other electric vehicles lik e cars and buses soon.  

 Limited options : Since it is still a budding industry in India, customers have a very limited 

range of products to choose from. Increased investment in the sector will make it more 

competitive in due time and this will help create fu rther demand.  

 Lower mileage : Since the industry is young, there is immense scope for R&D. As of today, EVs 

in India are not cost competitive to an average customer as internal combustion engine (ICE) 

vehicles prove to be more cost effective.  

 Higher depende ncy on imports : Reliance on imports of battery as well as other components 

is also one of the factors adding to the cost of EVs in India.  

 Grid challenges  

o Another concern is regarding the price of charging EVs at private charging stations 

once EVs become ma instream.  

o According to Brookings India, projections for 2030 show that even with a fair 

penetration of EVs, the increase in demand for electricity is likely to be about 100 TWh 

(tera watt -hours) or about four percent of the total power generation capacity .  

o So, increasing methods of power generation are necessary to meet that growth in 

demand.  

Conclusion  

» Ultimately, the scope of Indiaõs EV market growth rests on availability of capital for original 

equipment manufacturers, battery manufacturers, and charge  point operators as well as 

improvements to infrastructure and diversified options for consumers.  

» Realizing Indiaõs EV ambition will also require an estimated annual battery capacity of 158 

GWh by FY 2030, which provides huge investment opportunities for i nvestors. Enabling policy 

support measures are a critical need at this juncture.  

» The government appears to be aware of this; it has been rolling out incentives to boost market 

demand in priority segments like electric two -wheelers, and localizing productio n of key 

components like ACC battery storage through the PLI scheme.  

India Real Time Market in electricity  

News Excerpt  

Recently, the Minister of State (IC) Power and New & Renewable Energy & 
Minister of State (Skill Development and Entrepreneurship),  launched pan -India 

Real Time Market in electricity through video conference in New Delhi. This has 

placed Indian electricity  market amongst a league of few electricity markets in the world, which 
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have real time market.  

Highlights  

¶ Real time market is an organized market platform to enable the buyers and sellers pan -India to 

meet their energy requirement closer to real time of o peration.  

¶ Introduction of real time market will bring required flexibility in the market to provide real time 

balance while ensuring optimal utilization of the available surplus capacity in the system.  

¶ It will also help manage diversity in the demand pat tern in the country with an organized 

market at national level.  

How does it work?  

ü Real time market would be for every 30 minutes in a day based on double sided closed auction 

with uniform price.  

ü The concept of òGate Closureó has been introduced for bringing in the desired firmness in 

schedules during the hours of market operation.  

ü Buyers/sellers shall have the option of placing buy/sell bids for each 15 -minute time block.  

ü The proposed real time market would provide an alternate mechanism for DISCOMS  to a ccess 

larger market at competitive price.  

ü On the other hand, generators would also benefit by participating in the real time market with 

their un -requisitioned capacity.  

ü A mechanism has been provided for generators having long -term contract and participa ting in 

this market to share the net gains with the DISCOMS .  

ü National Load Despatch Centre -POSOCO is facilitating necessary automation in coordination 

with power exchanges to ensure faster transactions and settlements in the real time market 

framework.  

Im plications of the Move  

V The Government of Indiaõs target of 175 GW RE Capacity by 2022 is driving accelerated 

renewable penetration pan -India.  

V The real time market would help to mitigate challenges to the grid management due to 
intermittent and variable na ture of renewable energy generation and therefore, help to 

integrate higher quantum of renewable energy resources into the grid.  

V It is expected that shorter bidding time, faster scheduling, and defined processes (e.g. gate 
closure) are expected to enable t he participants to access resources throughout the all India 

grid, promoting competition.  

V It would lead to better portfolio management by the utilities with efficient power procurement 

planning, scheduling, despatch, and imbalance handling.  

V The distributi on companies would be able to manage their power purchase portfolio optimally 

and need not tie up excess capacity.  

V It would lead to cost optimization of power purchase and serving the consumers with reliable 

supply as any lastminute requirement of power c an easily be bought from the Real Time 

market.  

V Earlier regime of managing the grid by load shedding due last  minute 

changes can be easily avoided.  

V Thus, it is win for all stakeholders generators having opportunity to 

sale their surpluses, better management of variability of RE generation, 
better utilization of transmission systems, DISCOMS  opportunity to buy or sell power and 

finally consumer getting  reliable power supply.   

Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) initiative  

News Excerpt  

Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

and Developme nt (OECD), launched its programme in Bhutan recently. India was 

PEPPER IT WITH  

OECD, UNDP  
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chosen as the Partner Jurisdiction and has provided the Tax Expert for this programme.  

Highlights  

¶ This programme is expected to be of about 24 monthsõ duration through which India in 

collaboration with the UNDP and the TIWB Secretariat aims to aid Bhutan in strengthening its 

tax administration by transferring technical know -how and skills to its tax au ditors, and 

through sharing of best audit practices.  

¶ The focus of the programme will be in the area of International Taxation and Transfer Pricing.  

¶ This programme is another milestone in the continued cooperation between India and Bhutan 

and Indiaõs continued and active support for South -South cooperation.  

 

 

 

South -South Cooperation  
South -South cooperation refers to the technical cooperation among developing countries in the 

Global South. It is a tool used by the states, international organizations, academics, civil society 

and the private sector to collaborate and share knowledge, skills and successful initiatives in 

specific areas such as agricultural development, human rights, urbanization, health, climat e 

change etc.  

What is now known as South -South cooperation, derives from the adoption of the Buenos Aires 

Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing 

Countries (BAPA) by 138 UN Member States in Argentina, on Septemb er 18, 1978.  

The plan established a scheme of collaboration among least developed countries, mostly located 

in the south of the planet. It also established for the first time a framework for this type of 

cooperation, and incorporated in its practice the ba sic principles of relations between sovereign 

States: respect for sovereignty, non -interference in internal affairs and equality of rights, among 

others.  

North -South cooperation  
It is the most traditional type of cooperation, occurs when a developed countr y supports 

economically or with another kind of resources a less favoured one, for example, with financial 

aid during a natural disaster or a humanitarian crisis.  

Triangular cooperation  
As the name implies, it involves three actors, two from the South and one from the North. The 

latter, which can also be an international organization, provides the financial resources so that 

the countries of the South can exchange technical assistance on a specific topic.  

For example, in what is considered a successful expe rience, Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) made it possible financially for demining Cambodian experts to travel to 

Colombia and exchange their knowledge and experience in that field. Both Cambodia and 

Colombia had a major issue with anti -person nel mines in different moments of their history.  

Gujarat International Finance Tec -City (GIFT City)  
× It is a business district near Ahmedabad in Gujarat, India. It is India's first operational 

greenfield smart city and international financial services centre, which the Government of 

Gujarat promoted as a greenfield project.  

× To create large employment in the field of services industry in Gujarat is also one among the 

main reasons for setting up GIFT City.  
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Indiaõs first maritime arbitration centre 

News Excerpt  

The Gujarat Maritime University signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the International Financial Services Centres Authority in GIFT City on June 

21 to promote the Gujarat International Maritime Arbitration Centre (GIMAC). 

This will be the first centre of its kind in the country that will manage arbitration and mediation 

proceedings with disputes related to the maritime and shipping sector.  

Highlights  

¶ The GIMAC will be part of a maritime cluster that the Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) is setting 

up in GIFT City at Gandhinagar.  

¶ The Maritime Board has rented about 10,000 square feet at GIFT House which is part of the 

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) area with t he clearance from the development commissioner.  

Analytica  

Need of such centre  

ü There are over 35 arbitration centres in India. However, none of them exclusively deals with 

the maritime sector.  

ü The arbitration involving Indian players is now heard at the Sin gapore Arbitration Centre. The 
idea is to create a world -class arbitration centre focused on maritime and shipping disputes 

that can help resolve commercial and financial conflicts between entities having operations in 

India.  

ü Globally, London is the prefer red centre for arbitration for the maritime and shipping sector.  

ü The maritime cluster consisting of ship leasing and brokering services is being set up with the 

intention of drawing back all the maritime and shipping business which is located offshore like  

Dubai and Singapore.  

ü Arbitration is an add -on maritime service which India is trying to provide within the Gujarat 

Maritime cluster that is being created within GIFT City.  

ü It is required because, for instance, the ship owners belong to a different countr y and the 
person leasing the ship is from another country. Any dispute arising between them can be 

resolved within this centre.  

ü GMB has written to various global alternate dispute resolution centres, including the Hong 
Kong Maritime Arbitration Group, seek ing foreign collaboration for setting up the GIMAC. No 

formal tie -up has happened so far.õ 

Agri Exports from India  

News Excerpt  

India registered excellent growth in Agriculture Exports during 2020 -21. Export of 

agriculture and allied products during 2020 -21 jumped to USD 41.25 billion, 

indicating an increase of 17.34%. Organic exports registered a growth of 50.94%. 

Measures taken during COVID -19 pandemic ensured uninterrupted exports.  

Highlights  

¶ After remaining stagnant for the past three years, the expor t of agriculture and allied products 

(including marine and plantation products) during 2020 -21 jumped to USD 41.25 billion, 

indicating an increase of 17.34%.  

¶ In INR terms, the increase is 22.62% with exports during 2020 -21 amounting to Rs. 3.05 lakh 

crore  as compared to Rs. 2.49 lakh crore during 2019 -20.  

¶ Indiaõs agricultural and allied imports during 2019-20 were USD 20.64 billion, and the 

corresponding figures for 2020 -21 are USD 20.67 billion.  

¶ Despite COVID -19, balance of trade in agriculture has improved by 42.16% from USD 14.51 

billion to USD 20.58 bi llion.  

¶ For agriculture products (excluding marine and plantation products), the growth is 28.36% 
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with exports of USD 29.81 billion in 2020 -21 as compared to USD 23.23 billion in 2019 -20.  

¶ India has been able to take advantage of the increased demand for sta ples during the COVID -

19 period.  

¶ Huge growth has been seen in export of cereals with export of non -basmati rice growing by 

136.04% to USD 4794.54 million; wheat by 774.17% to USD 549.16 million; and other cereals 

(Millets, Maize and other coarse gains) by 238.28% to USD 694.14 million.  

¶ Other agricultural products, which registered significant increase in exports, as compared to 

2019 -20, were oil meals (USD 1575.34 million -growth of 90.28%), sugar (USD 2789.97 million 
- growth 41.88%), raw cotton (USD 1897. 20 million - growth 79.43%), fresh vegetables (USD 

721.47 million - growth 10.71%) and vegetable oils (USD 602.77 million - growth 254.39%) etc.  

¶ Largest markets for Indiaõs agriculture products are USA, China, Bangladesh, UAE, Vietnam, 

Saudi Arabia, Indones ia, Nepal, Iran and Malaysia.  

¶ Exports to most of these destinations have registered growth, with highest growth being 

recorded for Indonesia (102.42%), Bangladesh (95.93%) and Nepal (50.49%).  

¶ Export of spices like ginger, pepper, cinnamon, cardamom, turme ric, saffron etc., which have 

known therapeutic qualities, has also grown substantially.  Export of spices touched highest 

ever level of around USD 4 billion during 2020 -21.  

¶ The organic exports during 2020 -21 were USD1040 million as against USD 689 million in 

2019 -20, registering a growth of 50.94%. Organic exports include oil cake/ meals, oil seeds, 

cereals and millets, spices and condiments, tea, medicinal plant products, dry fruits, sugar, 

pulses, coffee etc.  

¶ Exports have also taken place from several clu sters for the first time. For instance, export of 

fresh vegetables and mangoes from Varanasi and black Rice from Chandauli has taken place 

for the first time, directly benefitting farmers of the area.  

¶ Exports have also taken place from other clusters viz.  oranges from Nagpur, banana from 

Theni and Ananthpur, mango from Lucknow etc.  

¶ Despite the pandemic, export of fresh horticulture produces took place by multimodal mode 

and consignments were shipped by air and sea to Dubai, London and other destinations from 

these areas.  

¶ Handholding by the Department for market linkages, post -harvest value chain development 
and the institutional structure such as FPOs, enabled North East farmers to send their value -

added products beyond the Indian borders.  

¶ Cereal exports have done well during 2020 -21. We have been able to export to several 

countries for the first time. For example, Rice has been exported to countries like Timor -Leste, 

Puerto Rico, Brazil, etc. for the first time. Similarly, wheat has been expo rted to countries like 
Yemen, Indonesia, Bhutan, etc and other cereals have been exported to Sudan, Poland Bolivia, 

etc.  

Measures taken during COVID -19 pandemic  

ü APEDA, MPEDA and the commodity boards provided blanket extension of validity of various 

recogni tions/ accreditations viz, packhouse recognition, peanut units registration, registration 

-cum - membership certificates, integrated meat plant recognition, registration of plants for 
export of rice to China and USA, certifications and accreditations under the National 

Programme for Organic Production etc. to ensure uninterrupted exports.  

ü Arrangements were also made for online issuance of various certificates required for exports.  

ü During Covid -19 lockdown (2020), a 24*7 emergency response cell was created in  APEDA/ 

Commodity Boards to help exporters in addressing their issues related to movement of 

consignments/trucks/labor, issuance of certificates, lab testing reports, sample collection etc. 

In the first week of the lockdown itself, the cell received around  one thousand calls regarding 
various issues faced by the exporters and sorted them out by taking up with the concerned 

authorities viz. State administration, Customs, Ports, Shipping, DGFT etc. and ensured the 

real time clearance of exports  

ü During the loc kdown period in 2020, virtual inspections were introduced for new pack house 
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applicants. The validity of existing pack houses was extended, without inspections, based on 

the past performance. Around 216 Pack houses have continued to function uninterrupted,  

without the process of physical inspections and compliances. During the current COVID -19 

wave also, automatic extension of recognition to the pack houses has been allowed. Around 

100 pack houses, whose period of recognition was expiring, have benefited, p roviding relief to 

exporters of horticulture products.  

ü During the pandemic, the Export Inspection Council and Export Inspection Agencies have 

ensured that the services offered to the exportersõ fraternity, such as issuance of certificate for 

export, health  certificates and certificate of origin, are delivered in timely and smooth manner.  

ü In order to promote ease of doing business, the process of minimizing regulatory compliances 

and decriminalization of various offence has been initiated.  

ü As international t rade fairs are not being organised due to COVID -19 pandemic, APEDA has 

developed, in -house, a platform for organising virtual trade fairs (VTF) to establish contact 

between Indian exporters and importers. Two VTFs ð ôIndia Rice and Agro Commodity Showõ 

and  India Fruits, Vegetables & Floriculture Show have already been organised. APEDA would 

be organising following VTFs also during 2021 -22:Indian Processed Food Show; Indian Meat 

and Poultry Show; Indian Organic Products Show.  

ü In order to facilitate exporters  in various regions of the country, APEDA opened following 

Regional/ Extension/ Project offices during 2020 -21: Chennai, Chandigarh, Ahmedabad, 

cochin, J&K, Extension Office in Bhopal, and Project Office in Varanasi.  

ü The Department has constantly synergized with the Ministry of Food Processing Industries for 

effective utilization of Operation Green scheme, which has been extended to most of the 

horticultural crops due to COVID -19. Similarly, the Department has also collaborated with the 
Ministry of  Civil Aviation and the Railways in utilization of KrishiUdan and Krishi Rail 

respectively, to ease out pressure of high freight rates. The effort resulted in smooth movement 

of perishables to the important Middle East, EU and South East Asian markets. The  Krishi Rail 

project has decisively helped exporters of fresh fruits and spices from the North Eastern 

States.  

ü Even during the lockdown in several states, it is being ensured that all the accredited 

Certification Bodies under the National Programme for Org anic Production are operational 

through electronic mode. The accreditation of Certification Bodies has been extended by 3 

months, enabling them to access and operate the online traceability system and issue 

certificates.  

Implementation of Agriculture Expor t Policy and Export Promotion Measures  

V The first ever Agriculture Export Policy (AEP) was introduced by the Government in December 

2018. As a part of the process of implementation of AEP, eighteen States viz. Maharashtra, 

U.P., Kerala, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu , Assam, Punjab, Karnataka, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya 

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Manipur, Sikkim, Nagaland, Mizoram and Uttarakhand 
and the 2 UTs vizLadakh and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have finalized the State specific 

Action Plan.  

V The State Le vel Monitoring committee has been formed in 25 States and 4 UTs. 28 States & 4 

UTs have nominated respective Nodal agencies for implementation of AEP.  

V As part of the Agriculture Export Policy, 46 unique product -district clusters have been 

identified for ex port promotion. 29 Cluster Level Committees have been formed in different 

clusters.  

V Country specific agri export strategy reports:  An interaction was carried out with 60 Indian 

Missions and stakeholders to identify the products, their potential and way forward for 

preparing the country -wise agri -export strategy.  

V Farmer Connect Portal:  A Farmer Connect Portal has been set up on APEDA's website for 

providing a platform for FPOs/FPCs, cooperatives to interact with exporters. Around 2360 

FPO/FPCs and 2324 ex porters have been registered so far.  

V Agri Cells at different Embassies of India -APEDA is consulting 13 Agri Cells in various 

Missions in different countries seeking inputs on real -time basis to further strengthen the 
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PEPPER IT WITH  

APEDA, MPEDA, Krishi  

Udan, Krishi Rail, 

NPOP, Jaivik Bharat  

existing Market Intelligence cell. The consolidated reports received from Agri Cells are being 

referred to while preparing the strategy pertaining to the specific countries.  

V Focus on Middle East :  

o For promoting agriculture to the Middle East countries, country -specific Agri Export 

strategy has been prepared in consultation with the Indian Missions in these 

countries.    

o Virtual Buyer Seller meets were organised in the potential countries in association with 

Indian Missions of the respective countries for providing a virtual platform to the Indian  

exporters for interacting with potential importers.    

o Such VBSMs were organised in seven countries of the Middle East viz. UAE, Oman, 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Iran.    

o This has provided a virtual platform to the exporters and importers for interaction 

further for conducting business.  

o Indiaõs largest agriculture exports to GCC countries are rice, buffalo meat, spices, 
marine products, fresh fruits & vegetables and sugar. Indiaõs exports of non-basmati 

rice to GCC countries in 2020 -21 increase d by 26.01%.  

o Spices export grew by 52.39% and sugar by 50.88%. In spite of export of livestock 

products and marine products being severely affected by the COVID -19 pandemic, 

overall agriculture exports to GCC countries grew by 7.15%.  

V Market Access  

o The Department has been making efforts, in collaboration with the Department of 

Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare, for gaining market access for Indian products 

in markets.  

o India has recently gained market access for pomegranate in Australia; man go and Basmati 

rice in Argentina; carrot seeds in Iran; wheat flour, basmati rice, pomegranate arils, 
mango, banana and soyabean oilcake in Uzbekistan; tomato, okra and onion in Bhutan; 

and oranges in Serbia.  

V Efforts are being made to expand Indiaõs export basket of agricultural products and promote 

export of products unique to India. Following are a few examples:  

o Organically certified Moringa Leaves powder (2 MT) and seven unique value added products 
of Moringa Vacuum Freeze Dried Ethnic Village rice from Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu to 

multiple destinations of Australia, Vietnam and Ghana.  

o Jamun fruit (black plum -500kgs) was sent to London by air for the first time from 

Lucknow, U.P.  

V Ensuring adherence to EU norms for export of Basmati rice to EU:  

o Pesticide  residue problems have affected Basmati rice exports to EU due to stringent norms 
imposed by EU for chemicals like Tricyclazole and Buprofezin, which are extensively used 

in rice cultivation in India.  

o EIC testing has been made mandatory for Basmat i exports to EU, which led to decrease in 

the number of alerts.  

o As a result of constant follow -up by DoC, the Government of Punjab imposed a ban on sale 

of 9 chemicals, including  tricyclazole and buprofezin, during the Kharif season 2020.  

o APEDA, in collaboration with the trade bodies, has taken 

measures to create awareness in the Basmati growing 

areas.  

o Efforts are also being made to ensure that the process for 

fixing Import Toler ance Limits (ITLs) for Tricyclazole and 

Buprofezin by EU is not delayed.  
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Proposal to ban ôflash salesõ on e-commerce sites  

News Excerpt  

For the purposes of preventing unfair trade practices in e -commerce, the Central 
Government had notified the Consumer Protection (E -Commerce) Rules, 2020 

with effect from 23 July 2020.   

Need of the Amendments  

¶ Prevalence of such unfortunate incidents has n egatively impacted the consumer and business 

sentiment in the market, causing immense distress and anguish to many.  

¶ It was observed that there was an evident lack of regulatory oversight in e -commerce which 

required some urgent action.  

¶ Moreover, the rapi d growth of   e-commerce platforms has also brought into the purview the 

unfair trade practices of the marketplace e -commerce entities engaging in manipulating 

search result to promote certain sellers, preferential treatment to some sellers, indirectly 

oper ating the sellers on their platform, impinging the free choice of consumers, selling goods 

close to expiration etc.  

¶ Additionally, conventional flash sales by third party sellers are not banned on e -commerce 

platform.  

¶ But, certain e -commerce entities are e ngaging in limiting consumer choice by indulging in 
òback to backó or òflashó sales wherein one seller selling on platform does not carry any 

inventory or order fulfilment capability but merely places a òflash or back to backó order with 

another seller con trolled by platform. This prevents a level playing field and ultimately limits 

customer choice and increases prices.  

Analytica  

The proposed amendments aim to bring transparency in the e -commerce platforms and further 

strengthen the regulatory regime to cur b the prevalent unfair trade practices.  The proposed 

amendments are as follows  

ü To ensure compliance of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 and Rules, appointment of Chief 

Compliance Officer, a nodal contact person for 24x7 coordination with law enforcement 
agencies, officers to ensure compliance to their orders and Resident Grievance Officer for 

redressing of the grievances of the consumers on the e -commerce platform, has been proposed. 

This would ensure effective compliance with the provisions of the Act and  Rules and also 

strengthen the grievance redressal mechanism on e -commerce entities.  

ü Putting in place a framework for registration of every e -commerce entity with the Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) for allotment of registration number which 

shall be displayed prominently on website as well as invoice of eve ry order placed the e -

commerce entity.  

ü Registration of e -commerce entities would help create a database of genuine e -commerce 

entities and ensure that the consumers are able to verify the genuineness of an e -commerce 

entity before transacting through thei r platform.  

ü To protect the interests of consumers, mis -selling has been prohibited i.e selling goods and 

services entities selling goods or services by deliberate misrepresentation of information by 

such entities about such goods or services.  

ü To ensure th at consumers are aware about the expiry date of the products they are buying on 
the e -commerce platform all sellers on marketplace e -commerce entities and all inventory e -

commerce entities to provide best before or use before date to enable consumers to ma ke an 

informed purchase decision.  

ü To ensure that the domestic manufacturers and suppliers get a fair and equal treatment on the 
e-commerce platform it has been provided that where an e -commerce entity offers imported 

goods or services, it shall incorporate a filter mechanism to identify goods based on country of 

origin and suggest alternatives to ensure fair opportunity to domestic goods.  

ü To ensure that consumers are not adversely affected in the event where a seller fails to deliver 
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the goods or  services due to negligent conduct by such seller in fulfilling the duties and 

liabilities in the manner as prescribed by the marketplace e -commerce entity, provisions of 

Fall -back liability for every marketplace e -commerce entity have been provided.  

Corpo ratisation plan for Ordnance Factory Board  

News Excerpt  

Addressing a long pending reform, the Union Cabinet on recently approved a plan 
to corporatise the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), which has 41 factories, into 

seven fully government owned corporate en tities on the lines of Defence Public 

Sector Undertakings (DPSU).  

Pre -Connect  

¶ Currently, the Kolkata headquartered OFB functions as a department under the Department of 

Defence Production.  

¶ There have been several recommendations by high -level committees i n the past for 

corporatising it to improve efficiency and accountability.  

¶ An Empowered Group of Ministers (EGoM), set up last September under the chairmanship of 

the Defence Minister, would decide upon the matters related to implementation and review any 

issues arising from time to time.  

Highlights  

ü Once implemented, the OFB, the establishment of which was accepted by the British in 1775, 

will cease to exist.  

ü It is clarified by the ministry that there will be no change in service conditions assuring the 

70,0 00 employees who had expressed concern over the proposed move.  

ü All employees of the OFB (Group A, B and C) belonging to the production units would be 

transferred to the corporate entities on deemed deputation initially for a period of two years 

without alt ering their service conditions as Central government employees.  

ü The 41 factories would be subsumed into seven corporate entities based on the type of 

manufacturing.  

ü The ammunition and explosives group would be mainly engaged in producing ammunition of 
var ious calibre and explosives, with huge potential to grow exponentially, not only by way of 

ôMake in Indiaõ but also by ôMaking for the Worldõ. 

ü Similarly, the vehicles group would mainly engage in producing defence mobility and combat 

vehicles such as tanks , trawls, infantry and mine protected vehicles.  

ü The weapons and equipment group would be mainly engaged in production of small arms, 

medium and large calibre guns and other weapon systems and is expected to increase its 

share in the domestic market through  meeting the demand as well as product diversification.  

ü The troop comfort items group, the ancillary group, the opto -electronics group and the 

parachute group constituted the entire structure.  

Implications of the Decision  

V It is a major decision in terms of national security and also make the country self -sufficient in 

defence manufacturing.  

V This move would allow these companies autonomy and help improve accountability and 

efficiency.  

V This restructuring is aimed at transfor ming the ordnance factories into productive and 

profitable assets, deepening specialisation in the product range, enhancing competitiveness, 

improving quality and achieving cost efficiency.  

V The above mentioned structure would also help in overcoming variou s shortcomings in the 

existing system of the OFB by eliminating inefficient supply chains and provide these 

companies incentive to become competitive and exploring new opportunities in the market, 

including exports.  
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Hallmarking of gold  

News Excerpt  

The government on recently announced the phased implementation of mandatory 
hallmarking of gold jewellery with effect from June 16. In the first phase, gold 

hallmarking will be available in only in 256 districts and jewellers having annual 

turnover above Rs 40 l akh will come under its purview.    

What is hallmarking of gold?  

The Bureau of Indian Standard (BIS), which operates gold and silver hallmarking scheme in India, 

defines hallmarking as the òaccurate determination and official recording of the proportionate 
content of precious metal in precious metal articles.ó So, it is a òguarantee of purity or finenessó of 

precious metal articles.  

Metals that are covered under hallmarking in India  

¶ The government, through a notification issued on June 14, 2018, notified two  categoriesñgold 

jewellery and gold artefacts; and silver jewellery and silver artefacts ñunder the purview of 

hallmarking. So, hallmarking in India is available for jewellery of only two metals ñgold and 

silver.  

¶ However, a certain category of jewellery and items will be exempted from the mandatory 

requirement of hallmarking.  

¶ According to the Department of Consumer Affairs, òExport and re-import of jewellery as per  

Trade Policy of Government of India ñ Jewellery for international exhibitions, jewellery for 
government -approved B2B domestic exhibitions will be exempted from mandatory 

Hallmarking.ó 

¶ The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution said tha t watches, fountain 

pens and special types of jewellery such as Kundan, Polki and Jadau will be exempted from 

hallmarking.  

World Competitiveness Index  

News Excerpt  

India maintained 43rd rank on an annual World Competitiveness Index compiled 

by the Institute for Management Development (IMD) that examined the impact of 

COVID -19 on economies around the world this year.  

Highlights  

¶ The ranking, produced annually by the I MD World Competitiveness Centre, measures the 

prosperity and competitiveness of 64 nations by examining four factors --  economic 

performance, government efficiency, business efficiency, and infrastructure.  

¶ It assesses the extent to which a country promotes  the prosperity of its people by measuring 
economic well -being through hard data and survey responses from executives. This year, the 

rankings expose the economic impact of the pandemic across the globe.  

¶ The 64 -nation list was led by Switzerland, while Swe den has moved up to the second position 

(from sixth last year), Denmark has lost one place to rank third, the Netherlands has retained 

its fourth place and Singapore has slipped to the fifth place (from first in 2020).  

Bureau of Indian Standards  
BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016 for the 

harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification 

of goods and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. BIS has been provi ding 

traceability and tangibility benefits to the national economy in a number of ways ð providing 

safe reliable quality goods; minimizing health hazards to consumers; promoting exports and 

imports substitute; control over proliferation of varieties etc. t hrough standardization, 

certification and testing.  
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¶ At eighth, Taiwan reached the top -10 for the first time since the ranking began 33 years ago 

(moving up from 11th last year). The UAE and the USA remain in their same spots as last year 

(9th and 10th, respectively).  

¶ The top -performing Asian economies are, in order, Singapore (fifth), Hong Kon g (seventh), 

Taiwan (eighth) and China (16th).  

¶ Among the BRICS nations, India is ranked second after China (16), followed by Russia (45th), 

Brazil (57th) and South Africa (62th).  

¶ India has maintained its position for the past three years but this year, it had significant 

improvements in government efficiency, IMD said.  

Analytica  

ü According to IMD, India's improvements in the government efficiency factor are mostly due to 

relatively stable public finances (despite difficulties brought by the pandemic, in 2020  the 

government deficit stayed at 7 per cent) and to the positive feedbacks registered among Indian 

business executives with respect to the support and subsidies provided by the government to 

the private companies.  

ü It, however, added that the short term pe rformance of India's economy will depend on its 

ability to address the pandemic.  

ü The report finds that qualities such as investment in innovation, digitalisation, welfare benefits 

and leadership, resulting in social cohesion have helped countries better we ather the crisis the 

best and thus ranked higher in competitiveness.  

ü The report said top -performing economies are characterised by varying degrees of investment 
in innovation, diversified economic activities, and supportive public policy, according to the 

experts at the World Competitiveness Centre.  

ü Strength in these areas prior to the pandemic allowed these economies to address the 

economic implications of the crisis more effectively.  

ü Competitive economies succeeded in transitioning to a remote work routin e while also allowing 

remote learning. Addressing unemployment has been fundamental.  

ü Countries that ensured the effectiveness of key public spending, such as public finance, tax 

policy and business legislation, are seen as essential policies to relieve the  pressure on the 

economies hit by COVID -19, the report said.  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATION  

Armistice Agreement  

News Excerpt  

The UN Command, led by the United States, found that North and South Korea 

were both guilty of violating armistice agreements following a recent incident 

involving gunfire along the Demilitarized Zone between the two countries.  

Pre -Connect  

¶ The 1953 Korean Armistice 

Agreement was a ceasefire 

agreement which brought a halt 

to the Korean War in 1953.  

¶ Though there was no official 
declaration of the end of the war, 

and the conflict has continued, 

without fighting between the 

parties.  

¶ Since the armistice w as enforced, 
there have been several 

violations of it from both North 

and South Korea, leading to 

persistent tensions between the 

two countries.  

¶ A multinational UNC special 

investigation team concluded that troops from both sides had violated the agreement , which 

has been in place since the 1950 -1953 Korean War ended with an armistice rather than a 

peace treaty.  

¶ The UNC, which is commanded by an American general, oversees affairs in the heavily fortified 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between the two Koreas, whic h remain technically at war.  

Role played by India in ending Korean Conflict  

ü India played a òmuch-overlooked but significant roleó in bringing the Korean conflict to an end 

ü Indiaõs Ambassador in China, K.M. Panikkar, was the channel through which Chinese Premier 
Zhou Enlai communicated his views on the Korean conflict to the Americans as well as to the 

UN, since the Peopleõs Republic of China was not a member of that body then. 

ü At the United Nations, Indiaõs Permanent Representative to the UN and a member of the UNõs 
Special Political Committee, V.K. Krishna Menon took on the responsibility of finding a 

solution to the pressing issue of the future of the prisoners of war.  

ü A Neutral Nations Repatriation Committee (NNRC) was set up, with India at the helm. 

Pris oners of the Korean War who refused to return to their countries would be placed under 

the protection of the NNRC.  

ü India was tasked with sending a Custodian Force comprising military and civilian personnel 

who would ensure the welfare of all prisoners of w ar who did not wish to be repatriated.  

 

India -Bhutan Bilateral Relations  

News Excerpt  

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Government of the Republic of India and the Royal 

Government of Bhutan o n Cooperation in the areas of Environment.  

Pre -Connect  
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¶ The Memorandum of Understanding on 

environment will enable establishment 

and promotion of closer and long -term 

cooperation between the two countries in 

the field of environment protection and 

managem ent of natural resources on the 
basis of equity, reciprocity and mutual 

benefits, taking into account the 

applicable laws and legal provisions in 

each country.  

¶ Keeping in view the bilateral interest of 

both sides and mutually agreed 

priorities, a Memorandu m of Understanding covering the following areas of environment has 

been considered:  

o Air  

o Waste  

o Chemical Management  

o Climate Change  

¶ The Memorandum of Understanding will facilitate exchange of experiences, best practices and 
technical know -how through both public and private sectors and shall contribute to 

sustainable development.  

India -Bhutan relations in recent times  

ü Diplomatic relat ions between India and Bhutan were established in 1968 with the 

establishment of a special office of India in Thimphu.  

ü The basic framework of India -Bhutan bilateral relations is the Treaty of Friendship and 

Cooperation signed in 1949 between the two count ries and revised in February 2007.  

ü India and Bhutan share a unique and time tested bilateral relationship, characterized by 

utmost trust, goodwill and mutual understanding.  

ü Government of India has consistently supported the socio -economic development of Bh utan. 

Hydro -power cooperation between the two countries is an example of win -win cooperation.  

ü Key areas of cooperation include agriculture and irrigation development, ICT, health, 

industrial development, road transport, energy, civil aviation, urban devel opment, human 

resource development, capacity building, scholarship, education and culture.  

ü India is Bhutan's largest trading partner.  

ü There is a Joint Group of Experts (JGE) on flood management between India and Bhutan to 

discuss/ assess the probable caus es and effects of the recurring floods and erosion in the 

southern foothills of Bhutan and adjoining plains in India.  

ü There are vibrant cultural exchanges between the two countries. A number of Bhutanese 

pilgrims travel to holy Buddhists sites in India. Re flecting the special nature of the 

relationship, the two countries share an open border with regular exchange of travelers in 

both directions for work, tourism, shopping, medical care etc.  

ü There are about 60,000 Indian nationals living in Bhutan, employed mostly in the 

hydroelectric power and construction industry. In addition, between 8000 and 10,000 daily 

workers enter and exit Bhutan every day in border towns.  

Irritants in India Bhutan Relations  

V The hydropower projects where delays in constructing and co mmissioning in Bhutan by 

Indian companies have led to the countryõs burgeoning national debt. 

V Indiaõs power-surplus status and the advent of other renewable energies like wind and solar 
power will make it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that its hydropower sector becomes 

profitable. And unless India finds ways to help, it will be accused of the same sort of òdebt-

trappingó that China is accused of today. 

V The goods and services tax still hurts Bhutanese exporters, and demonetisation has left 












































































































